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MagBytes — the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site. You can store your issues 
of MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from Mavericks) to have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside 
iBooks) next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free to pass MagBytes on. 
MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by Mac NZ for this 
purpose only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on Mac NZ MagBytes Newsletter at top centre).

October 2014 ~ 
•2———Mac News ~ New iMac with 

stunning 27-inch Retina, old Mac Pro, 
Civ Beyond Earth, vintage price, iPhoto 

manual, Yosemite, iCloud, Elements, 
Mac sales high, new Mac mini, 

Borderlands Pre Sequel starts strong 
•4———Updates ~ Yosemite (Mac OS 

10.10) and iOS 8.1 
•5———Mac Help ~ In Northland, 

Auckland & Christchurch 
•6——— iOS & iDevice news ~ iPad 

Air 2 and mini 3, iPhones outsell 
Samsung in Korea, NZ work app, 

République 3, Pixelmator, Vine, 
mInePhone, IBM, GTA, Apple Watch 

SDK, UK, Finland 
•8———Tips & Tricks ~ iOS 8 & 

Yosemite means your devices talk 
more, Family Sharing, iOS 8 tips & 

quirks, new features of  Yosemite 
•13———Shiny&New ~ Logitech 

3-device keyboard, iRig Pro HD mic

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

27-inch iMac with Retina Display — Showing off 14.7 million gorgeous pixels, Apple had to build it’s own display timer to 
make this work, and it’s already on sale in New Zealand starting at NZ$3699 (picture courtesy Apple Inc). 
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Mac News Tim Cook ~ product rumours ~ browsers ~ Macworld ~ iCloud

has ended, but it Klaus Geiger couldn’t put 
his in the garbage so he decided to give 
them a second life through a project called 
‘benchmarc’, making them into beautiful 
furniture.

Civilization: Beyond Earth
The Mac version of the game has been 
shown up on Aspyr’s online game store 
GameAgent.com as available for Mac as a 
preorder. All GameAgent pre-orders get the 
Exoplanets Map Pack for free.

Vintage Apple-1 record price
A 38-year-old working Apple-1 personal 
computer sold at auction for a record 
US$905,000 
(about NZ 
$1,157,688.67), 
almost double 
the auctioneer’s 
high-end 

estimate. 
Now to 
find some 
software for 
it...

iPhoto: 
The Missing Manual
With technology titles, it’s hard to strike a 
balance between being technical and being 
entertaining, but this one does it.

OS 10.10 Yosemite is out free
OS X 10.10 Yosemite may not have many 
surprises in the interface, but users are 
getting their first tastes of the new look and 

61 Hurstmere Road

Takapuna, North Shore

Auckland 0622

New Zealand

Sales and Support   09 486 1493

Service Department   09 486 1494

Sales and Support   sales@istorenz.com

Service Department   service@istorenz.com

 

Monday to Friday   9:00am - 5:30pm

Saturday      10:00am - 4:00pm

Closed Sundays and public holidays.

facebook.com/istorenz

twitter.com/istorenz

New 27-inch iMac with Retina 
Apple unveiled the 27-inch iMac® with 
Retina 5K display on 17th October. It has 
the world’s highest-resolution display with a 
breathtaking 14.7 million pixels. This means 
lots of very tiny pixels in the same space 
– text appears sharper, videos are more 
lifelike and you can see new levels of detail 
in high definition photos. With the latest 
quad-core processors, high-performance 
graphics, Fusion Drive and Thunderbolt 
2, iMac with Retina 5K display is the most 
powerful iMac ever made. Check out 
Apple’s page and roll your scrollwheel. 

Mac Pro furniture
The aluminum case design of the Apple 
G5 Power Mac was revolutionary with 
its smooth, user accessible aluminium 
chassis. It announced itself as the first 
64-bit PC at Steve Jobs’ 2003 keynote 
presentation. Nearly ten years of production 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.designboom.com/design/klaus-geiger-benchmarc-apple-g5-power-mac-furniture-10-23-2014/
http://www.designboom.com/design/klaus-geiger-benchmarc-apple-g5-power-mac-furniture-10-23-2014/
http://www.tuaw.com/2014/10/24/civilization-beyond-earth-pre-orders-launch-for-mac
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http://www.macobserver.com/tmo/article/iphoto-the-missing-manual-informative-and-entertaining
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More Mac news is collated online

Mac News iCloud storage cheaper ~ Hacking ~ Apple’s Keynote structures

new features. Here are top four Yosemite 
annoyances and how to fix them.
But Yosemite also has loads of new 
features, and some are marvellous, like 
customisable Widgets in Notifications.

Photoshop Elements 13 review
Adobe’s consumer editing package gets 
Photomerge and content-aware fill — 
Elements 13 is a great way to step up from 
iPhoto, but it can’t do a lot you couldn’t do 
with version 12’s Expert Mode and a little 
skill. It’s now Retina display-happy and it’s 
got some timely new stuff for beginners: 
creating a personalised Facebook Cover 
image, crop suggestions, variations on 
Quick mode’s effects, a new selection 

refinement tool, three Guided Edits for 
converting photos to black and white, plus 
tutorials that are more easily discoverable.

Mac sales mayhem
In a good way – Wall Street was blown 
away by Apple’s ‘remarkable’ record 
September quarter. Apple exceeded 
market expectations last week with the 
results of its record breaking September 
quarter, leading analysts to heap praise on 
the company and raise their price targets 
as it heads into what is expected to be a 
blockbuster holiday season.
Apple last quarter sold 5.5 million Macs, 
more than it’s ever sold in any other quarter 
in company history, and Apple sold more 

Macs than iPods 
since 2003.

Borderlands Pre 
Sequel for Mac
Available now, and 
following the cinematic 
trend, you can explore 
the background of 
Handsome Jack and 
hunt great Easter Eggs 
galore. Also, it throws 
you straight into the 
game assuming you 
know your way, with 

loads of ammo. 
Good stuff. 
Check your system 
requirements 
before buying, but 
it’s US$59.99 via 
GameAgent and 
the same in the 
Mac App Store.  

2014 Mac 
mini soldered 
RAM
According to 
Macminicolo’s 
Brian Stucki, the 
new Mac mini 
(above) is a “nice 
upgrade” over 
previous models, 
but there are a 
few drawbacks 
potential buyers 
should know about 
before hitting the 
“purchase” button. 
[Price-wise, in my 
opinion, by the 
time you add i7, 
you may as well be 
getting an iMac with the screen and all.]

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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OS 10.10 Yosemite free from October 17th
Apple announced OS X Yosemite, the “latest major release of the 
world’s most advanced desktop operating system” (Apple’s words), 
available as a free upgrade for Mac users from the Mac App Store. 
Yosemite delivers a fresh, modern look and introduces Continuity 
features that make it easy to hand off activities between Mac and 
iOS devices and even make and receive iPhone calls from your 
Mac. Yosemite also includes a new Today view, a redesigned 
Spotlight and updated versions of Safari, Mail, Messages and 
iTunes. The easiest way to get it is to choose in App Store from 
your Apple menu. 
Your Mac needs to 
have at least 4GB 
RAM, and some 
older models aren’t 
supported (here’s a 
list of which ones 
are). 
It also pays to have 
been updating your 
Macs through the 
successive updates, which I always advise for safety and security, 
and also as jumping several systems (this one is OS 10.10, so, say 
from 10.7 through three to 10.10) sometimes is a bridge too far. To 
see what you have, choose About This Mac from your Apple menu.
Also, many of the Yosemite features support iOS 8.1 directly on 
iDevices, so you should be updating those too ...

iOS 8.1
Apple also released iOS 8 

in October. Then iOS 
8.0.1, which was quickly 
retracted, then the fix iOS 
8.0.2, which was OK, and 
then iOS 8.1 (all free, 
too) which not only fixed everything, but also made it better for 
iPhone 4s which wasn’t very good with the original 8. The new iOS 
adds features and Mac to iDevice and vice versa – here’s Wired’s 
comprehensive overview, & some gotchas. The best way to 
update is to plug your iPhone/iPad/iPod touch into your Mac with 

the white USB 
cable you use 
for charging, 
choose it in 
the Device list 
in iTunes and 
update that way. 
It’s faster and 
more reliable 
than doing it 
‘over the air’ 

(choosing Software Update inside General in its Settings). If you 
want or need to do it in-device, make sure it is charged up and you 
have a reliable internet connection before you start. More tips will 
appear in this issue of MagBytes, but also remember to check at 
www.mac-nz.com every Friday for 5 new Mac or iOS tips. They’re 
usually online by 9am.

Updates We had two big ones last month – iOS 8.1 and OS 10.10

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Apple support & 
AppleCare
Apple’s official support pages are 
comprehensive and cover all aspects 
of Apple hardware and software – 
it’s here.
Plus there’s Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, look 
for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. 
Every new Mac has a one-year warranty 
and 90 days free phone support. 
AppleCare extends this all out to three 
years. Under NZ law, you are covered by 
the Consumer Guarantees Act against 
anything going wrong that comes down to 
parts failure within reasonable expectations 
(say, inside three years’ use), but be 
prepared to spend anxious time on the 
phone, sticking to your guns to get it fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 

If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly meetings 
in Howick, Bayswater and Remuera and 
provides lessons and talks very reasonably. 
Go to MSN Ak’s web page or email 
Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are 

also available at SeniorNet, including for 

iPads.

Christchurch: With over 565 members, 
this very active Apple-focussed group 
covers Christchurch with a dedicated lab – 
and caters to the city’s surrounds by running 
iPad sessions in rest homes.

Mac & iDevice training in 
Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac NZ 
– but I also run the Grey Lynn Sessions 
in Auckland (click on Training). This is the 
cheapest way to learn, at $40 per session in 
a friendly, group environment. A new series 
just started, finishing in October. Please 
email if you are interested in attending, as I 
only book a room when I can guarantee five 
attendees. The sessions are friendly, open 
to questions at all times and are backed up 
by handouts, and one is running now on 
Wednesday nights (7:30pm). 
I train (one-to-one at your home or 
workplace (in Auckland) for $95/hour. I also 
present to institutions (click on Training).
Please email Mark for more info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top).

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help Apple assistance

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.apple.com/support/
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http://www.apple.com/nz/support/products/mac.html
http://www.macsnrs.org.nz
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iDevice news

In-depth review: Apple’s iPad Air 2 & iPad mini 3 
Daniel Eran Dilger finds Apple’s latest iPad Air 2 and iPad mini 
3 incorporate Touch ID and support for Apple Pay within apps, 
with the same 10 hour battery life of previous models. The full-
size iPad Air 2 is also now 18 percent slimmer with an improved, 
antireflective display and has a new, faster A8X chip, faster 
802.11ac Wi-Fi and LTE wireless, a barometer, and a significantly 
improved iSight camera. TUAW has a review roundup of the Air 
2 posted. The mini only really got touch ID and a new colour option 
to differentiate it from the previous model. 

iFixit teardown of  iPad Air 2 reveals 2GB of  RAM 
As soon as Apple’s iPad Air 2 started landing in retail stores on 
Wednesday, the teardown experts at iFixit got Apple’s newest tablet 
and examined its internal hardware.  
The Air 2 sets a new bar for thinness with a 6.1mm profile that 
measures even less than the iPhone 6. The iPad Air 2 also includes 
a Touch ID sensor similar to the iPhone’s and a new 8-megapixel 
iSight camera with similar specifications, but different to the module 
in the iPhone 6.

Two new iPads ~ iPhone outselling Samsung ~ work, play

iPhones outsell Samsung in South Korea
Apple’s new iPhone 6 and 6 Plus iPhones are outpacing the sales 
of the Galaxy Note 4 on Samsung’s home turf in South Korea. 
According to the Wall Street Journal, pre-orders for the new 
iPhone models reached 100,000 units on the first day, compared to 
30,000 for the Note 4.

New Kiwi app to help casual job seekers
An ex-special forces NZ soldier looking for ways to help his 
grandmother find work in New Zealand has created a new app, 
designed to connect freelance workers with local people looking 
to outsource work (pictured above). Qwik Coin is now available to 
download for free on the iTunes Store and it’s coming to Android.

République Episode 3 now available 
République, the stealth action game that made a name for itself 
thanks to console-quality production values (above) and a deep 
story line, just got its biggest update yet. Episode 3 ‘Ones & 
Zeroes’ is the largest episode so far, and continues the story of a 
dystopian society where constant monitoring is a way of life. It will 
set you back just NZ$6.49.

Pixelmator for iPad hits Apple’s App Store
Pixelmator for the iPad, first shown off during Apple’s iPad Air 2 
launch event earlier this month, is now in the App Store. The image 
and photo editor (above) has been available on the Mac for some 
time, but until now hasn’t been an option on the iPad. It’s NZ$6.49.

Vine iOS 8 update
Vine’s last major iOS update lets you upload clips from your 
Camera Roll, a major functional improvement. 
The update for iOS 8 takes full advantage of Apple’s new tools.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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iDevice news iOS 8 also arrived – most of  the new features covered in links

iPhone 6 outselling bigger Plus by 6-to1
For the first time in the history of the iPhone, Apple launched two 
new sizes of its handset this year.
The smaller, cheaper iPhone 6 was obviously going to beat out its 
bigger brother, the 6 Plus. App analytics firm Localytics has some 
early usage data that shows sales of the iPhone 6 beating out the 6 
Plus by a huge 6-to-1 margin.

Apple to require 64-bit support from all iOS apps
In an announcement made through its developer Web portal on 
Monday, Apple informed app makers their wares must include 64-
bit support and be built with the latest iOS 8 SDK starting February 
1st, 2015.

First Apple-IBM enterprise products next month
The first products from Apple’s mobile enterprise partnership with 
IBM will roll out next month, according to Apple CEO Tim Cook, 
who said the partnership “could change the way people work.”

GT Advanced Technologies to axe 727 jobs
Just a few days after indicating its intention to wind down 
operations, GT Advanced Technologies said it plans to eliminate 
727 jobs from its sapphire manufacturing plant in Mesa, Arizona 
beginning next week. Apple had deals with GTA to manufacture 
sapphire components. 

Apple announces WatchKit SDK for developers
In preparation of the upcoming Apple Watch launch, Apple on 
Thursday announced a new software developers kit called 
WatchKit for creating apps tailored for the company’s highly 
anticipated wearable device.

Five apps for tuning guitar
If you have an iPhone or iPad, you can use an app to tune rather 
than bothering with a standalone electronic tuner. There are lots of 
apps that can help you tune your guitar, or other instruments; here 
are five of them. [I use Guitar Toolkit.]

Mein MinePhone: ‘working’ Minecraft iPhone
Convincing someone to watch a 13-minute video in a language they 
don’t speak is normally a hard sell, but TUAW urges non German-
speaking readers to give this a spin regardless. A German 
has built a charming “working” iPhone in the game Minecraft that 
features its own mini apps and working buttons. Marvel at the 
calendar feature, check the weather, and enjoy the subtle charms of 
its ‘built-in painting’ app. It even has a “camera” app. 

UK iPhone 6 ad features two IT Crowd voices
Along with the release of the iPhone 6 and 6 Plus in the US came 
a pair of ads featuring the voices of 
Justin Timberlake and Jimmy Fallon. In 
the UK the ads are basically the same, 
just with one major and important 
difference — their ads feature Chris 
O’Dowd and Richard Ayoade (but 
not Katherine Parkinson) from The IT 

Crowd. (Click on either Health or Duo 
to hear them.)

Finnish PM blames Apple for its economic woes
Finnish Prime Minister Alexander Stubb spoke publicly about the 
negative rating in an interview with CNBC and blamed Apple in 
part of his country’s economic woes, thanks to Nokia’s decline.
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POWER TO THE MUSIC

Logitech  
UE 9000
$599.90 RRP

Logitech  
UE 6000
$349.90 RRP

Logitech  
UE 4000
$149.90 RRP

Logitech  
UE Mobile  
Boombox
$149.90 RRP

Logitech UE 
Boombox
$349.90 RRP

Available from all leading electronics retailers

iOS 8 and Yosemite work together in new waystips&tricks
1/ Minimise, Maximise — On your Mac, 
have you noticed that clicking the green 
traffic light button at top left of windows now 
launches Full Screen Mode? Don’t worry – 
if you hold down the Option key while you 
click, you get the more traditional behaviour.

2/ Hotspot iPhone tethering — A lot of the 
power of Yosemite on your Mac and iOS 8.1 
on your phone comes down to much better 
integration between the two platforms. For 
years you could get a Mac online anywhere 
as long as your iPhone could get a cell 
signal, but that’s easier than ever now 
thanks to Instant Hotspot.

This requires an 
iPhone running 
iOS 8.1 and a 
Mac with OS 
X Yosemite 
installed. As it’s a 
Continuity feature, 

both devices must be logged in to the same 
iCloud Apple ID.
Your carrier plan has to have tethering 
enabled (most NZ Vodafone plans support 
it; not sure about the others) to take 
advantage of Apple’s hotspot functionality. 
But before, users were required to open 
the iOS Settings application and enable 
Personal Hotspot and then connect via 
Bluetooth or the USB charge cable plugged 

in between the iPhone and the Mac (very 
fast and reliable compared to Bluetooth in 
some environments).
Instant Hotspot allows the feature to 
automatically be enabled without any input, 
once you’ve set it up. First, you need to turn 
it on in iPhone Settings – it’s near the top of 
the list, under Cellular. Once you’ve done 
that, on your Mac (assuming your iPhone 
is in range) simply choose the Wi-Fi menu, 
and the name of the iPhone, along with 
cellular signal strength and battery life, is 
shown.
Choose it, enter the password that’s 
displayed in your iPhone Settings as ‘Wi-Fi 
Password’ and you’re connected.
The wireless logo changes to show you 
have a Hotspot connection
The wireless logo changes to show you 
have a Hotspot connection
The wifi logo for the right-most wireless 
indicator at top left of your Mac screen 
changes to two linked hoops to indicate the 
connection.
You don’t need to enter that password 
again, making it a very handy and quick 
connection option. On your iPhone, a blue 
bar appears along the top to show you are 
connected. Before, you had to remember to 
disconnect once you’ve finished using it, or 
you’d use all your data up doing nothing, but 
Apple’s system now intelligently disconnects 

from Instant Hotspot when the tethered Mac 
or iPad is not using data, helping preserve 
battery life on the connected iPhone: 
tethering can be a drain on the handset.

3/ Personal Hotspot also works for 
iPad — It can be handy to get your non-sim 
iPad online wherever you are, too. On 
iPad, the information is found in the Wi-Fi 
section of the iOS Settings app. With Instant 
Hotspot, users will no longer be required to 
enter a Wi-Fi password to tether with their 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Yosemite & iOS 8 ~ and some specifically iOS 8 tipstips&tricks
iPhone. The system is secure because the 
credentials are authorised via your iCloud 
account. (On mine the option only appeared 
when Bluetooth was on.) 

4/ Phone calls from your Mac — It might 
sound silly, but it’s surprisingly handy to be 
able to take, and make, phone calls directly 
from your Mac rather than scrabbling to get 
your iPhone out of your pocket when a call 
comes in. 
FaceTime must be activated and signed-in 
on your iPhone in Settings>FaceTime, and 
on your Mac with both your phone number 
and your AppleID – I had to sign out in 
FaceTime on my iPhone and sign back in to 
get it to work; Apple has support info on 
this process.
To make a phone call from your Mac, just 
open Contacts and click on the phone 
handset by the phone number.
 
5/ Geek calls — If you’re of the more 
geeky variety of Mac user, there are two 
other ways to initiate phone calls from 
your Mac. Type tel://18007672775<phone 
number=”“18007672775″ “=””>in the url bar 
of Safari and press enter, or open Terminal 
and type:
open tel://17192662837(with your actual 
phone numbers, of course, not the example 
numbers above).

1/Rearrange 
your Share 
Pane — iOS 
8 introduced 
Share Pane 
(right), which 
enables 
sharing for 
specific 
apps. 
This is the 
screen you 
get when 
you tap the 
share icon 
(the portrait 
orientation 
rectangle 
containing an up-arrow). You can actually 
rearrange (above) the layout so the options 
you tend to use come up first: tap the icon, 
hold your finger on it, drag. The other way is 
to tap More and drag the slider-drawer icon 
things up and down (to sort the order).

2/ Family Sharing — If you have two or 
more iCloud accounts in your family, you 
can still share items purchased on one with 
the other. You first need to decide who will 
have the “main” iCloud account – I’d pick 
the person with the biggest bank account 
and/or who does the most online iTunes 

purchasing. That person: tap Settings, 
iCloud, then tap ‘Set Up Family Sharing.’ 
(The other users don’t need to do this). 
Type in your partner’s iCloud email address, 
follow the prompts, and they’re added as a 
family member under your iCloud account.
Once that’s done, you and your husband 
will be sharing apps, videos and music 
you’ve bought from iTunes and the App 
Store, but you’ll have your own contacts, 
your own Safari bookmarks and be able 
to track each other (or not, if you choose) 
using Find My Friends. [I’m not sure if this 
works with non-iCloud email addresses, but 
in my tests, it doesn’t.]

3/ Hide App Store purchases — Choose 
the Updates menu, then tap Purchased. 
If you have Family Sharing enabled, 
choose “My Purchases,” and downloaded 
applications — both free and paid — are 
listed. These can be sorted by “All” or those 
“Not on This iPhone.”
Simply swipe an app to the right to display 
the red HIDE option. Tapping this removes 
the application from the Purchased view.
Doing so hides, but does not remove, the 
application from past purchases which are 
all automatically recorded by iCloud, so the 
app can always be re-downloaded for free: 
searching for it in the App Store will still 
show an iCloud redownload button.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Safari on iDevices is a pretty slick web browser – so get slickertips&tricks
4/ iOS 8 lets you hide (-ish) photos — 
Users now have can greater control over 
their privacy with Apple iOS 8. Pictures 
can be hidden from the Years, Collections, 
and Moments views in the Photos app by 
simply long-pressing a picture. This pops up 
a menu with options to ‘Copy’ or ‘Hide’ the 
image.
Once ‘Hide’ is tapped, iOS 8 presents a 
warning informing users that “This photo will 
be hidden from Moments, Collections and 
Years but still visible in Albums.” Users can 
then choose to verify they wish to hide the 
picture, or cancel.

5/ Load desktop versions of sites when 
browsing — Load a website in Safari on 
your iDevice, then tap the address bar to 
bring up the Favorite menu. Now swipe 
downward on the icons to reveal the new 
“Request Desktop Site” button. (On mine, 
I have to tap in the URL bar and then flick 
downwards to get this item – Apple Insider 
has more detail.)

More for iOS
1/ Make cellphone calls from iPads (if 
you also have an iPhone) — If you have 
both a modern iPhone and iPad (or iPod 
touch 5G) running iOS 8, you can make 
voice phone calls from your iPad using the 
iPhone’s cellular connection without even 

touching the iPhone. 
This works with iPhone 5, iPhone 5c, 
iPhone 5s, iPhone 6, iPhone 6 Plus, iPad 
(4th generation), iPad Air, iPad mini, iPad 
mini with Retina display and iPod touch (5th 
generation).
There are a few Setting to adjust, but once 
you set it up, you won’t need to fiddle any 
further.
Both devices must be on the same 
wifi network and you must be signed 
into FaceTime on both devices in 
Settings>FaceTime.
On  the iPhone, Cellular Calls on 
both devices needs to be turned on 
Settings>FaceTime>iPhone Mobile Calls.
You must also be signed into iCloud on both 
devices with the same Apple ID: Settings > 
iCloud
Settings > FaceTime.
Now, on the iPad, tap a phone number 
in Contacts, Calendar or Safari. The 
annotation under the person’s name 
confirms that the iPhone is being invoked.
(If your carrier has enabled Wi-Fi calling, 
and you’re using it, you must turn that 
Setting off. Settings>Phone>Wi-Fi Calling.) 
You can also answer incoming calls on your 
iPad with this configuration and you can 
also use the same process to send and 
receive SMS and MMS messages on your 
iPad (you must be signed into iMessages).

2/ News in Notification Centre — If 
you have the free Herald app, (I don’t 
currently have Stuff, but BBC News and the 
Independent don’t list and allow this) you 
can enable these to send news notifications. 
Open Settings, Notifications and pick the 
relevant apps. 
You can set the level of notification here 
too – I turn audible alerts off off for most 
things but I like having them show up on my 
screen.

3/ iOS 8 tells you what app is draining 
your iPhone’s battery — If you’re curious 
about what’s draining your iPhone or iPad 
battery, with iOS 8 you can now see exactly 
where that precious charge is going thanks 
to a new battery usage feature in iOS 8.
Open the Settings app and choose 
General>Usage>Battery Usage. 
The list will take a second to populate, then 
display a list of apps and how much energy 
they are consuming (and have consumed – 
there are two views: Last 24 Hours and Last 
6 Days, selectable at the top).
Percentages displayed show the proportion 
of battery used by each application when 
the iPhone was not charging.
Apple has included the iOS home and lock 
screens and backup and restore services 
to identify battery drain that may be coming 
from other places.
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Quirks of  iOS 8 can be controlled ~ hidden depths of  Yosemitetips&tricks
4/ Controlling the new predictive text 
feature — You can customise, hide or 
remove QuickType suggestions with the 
new iOS 8 keyboard. iOS 8 added a new 
QuickType predictive suggestion bar above 
the keypad – tap to select.
QuickType is Apple’s own take on predictive 
text entry. The keyboard analyses the text 
you’ve typed so far, and suggests words 
it believes you might type next and even 
takes tone into account: more relaxed words 
and phrases, like “I totally love this,” will 
be used in instant messages while emails 
will get more formal language like “as you 
requested.”
Many love predictive text, others couldn’t 
care less and find the addition distracting. 
Of course, this is Apple, so almost 
everything is customisable. You can 
removing the predictive suggestion bar 
from view temporarily by tapping anywhere 

1/ Search deeper with Spotlight — In 
Yosemite (Mac OS 10.10), instead of being 
stuck to the left-hand side of the toolbar like 
in previous versions, Spotlight opens up a 
dialogue box in the middle of your display. 

The new Spotlight will 
search through your 
computer files and 
iTunes, Mail .. but also 
Wikipedia and Google. 
(You can’t move this 
window, it’s ‘stuck’.)

2/ Instant video 
recordings of iDevice 
screens — It’s aimed at 
people wanting to create 

video previews for iOS 8 apps, but could 
be used for other things, like recording 
SnapChats or messages. 
Open the QuickTime Player app on 
your Mac, plug in your iPhone and it is 
recognised as a video camera. You have 
to to choose New Movie (or New Screen) 
Recording from the File menu, then the 

in the bar. Then drag downward and it will 
collapse into a thinner gray line with a white 
grab handle. Grab this handle and drag 
upward to redeploy it.
You can also permanently disable 
QuickType suggestions: simply long-press 
on the keyboard selector icon and slide the 
Predictive toggle to off.

5/ Have your VIPs get precedence — You 
can promote your inner circle to VIP status 
on your iPhone or iPad and your iDevice 
can then pop up alerts 
whenever someone on 
your VIP list sends you an 
email.
Open the Mail app on 
your iPhone or iPad, tap 
the back button in the 
top corner of the display 
until you get to the main 
Mailboxes screen, find 
your VIP mailbox, then tap 
the little ‘i’ button to view 
your VIP list.
Tap Add VIP to add some names from the 
Contacts app to the list. Now click the Home 
button to get back to the home screen, tap 
Settings>Notifications>Mail, then tap VIP. 
From there, you can determine the type of 
notification you’ll get whenever someone on 
your VIP list sends you an email. 

You could, for instance, get a banner on 
your iPhone’s or iPad’s lock screen, or 
a pop-up alert that you must manually 
dismiss.
Press the Home key and wait for those very 
important emails to arrive.
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Yosemite for Mac (OS 10.10) continued and some iOS 8 Mail tricks

1/ Minimise the 
compose box — 
When composing 
a message in Mail 
for iOS 8, you can 
slide the compose 
box to the bottom 
of the screen and 
navigate around 
the rest of your 
email. This allows 
you to find content 

from another message that you might need 
before hitting Send. If you have several 
drafts, they fan out (top right).
Slide the draft down to the bottom of your 
Mail window (shown above left in an image 
from Macworld where these tips came from 
– and check that link for a couple more, 
more complicated, tips). Then slide the top 
one back up to edit it some more (or tap 

tips&tricks
Record window that appears from the pop-
out when you click on it. Click record and 
everything you do on the phone is recorded! 
(As a sort of double-up, you can put your 
iPhone into Camera>Video mode and it acts 
like a remote video recorder.)

3/ Private 
searches — An 
update to Safari 
for Yosemite 
added another 
search engine: 
DuckDuckGo. It 
doesn’t track your 
searches, or collect 
and share your 
personal info. 
 
4/ AirDrop files 
between all your 
Apple devices — 
To, for example, 
quickly send a picture from an iPhone or 
iPad to your Mac, it’s now possible with 
AirDrop. Open up the AirDrop icon in the 
Finder on your Mac, select a photo from 
your iOS device, open the share sheet 
and your computer will appear, assuming 
you’re on the same Wi-Fi network. (Until 
now, AirDrop was Mac to Mac and advice to 
iDevice; now it crosses those platforms.)

4/ Dark Mode for your Mac — If you 
don’t like the  white Mac OS menu bar and 
Dock, open the General tab in System 
Preferences and tick the ‘Use dark 
menu bar’ box. Your Dock becomes less 
transparent and the Menu Bar becomes 
white text on black. It’s all a bit Gotham …

There are more tips 

like this at Trusted 
Reviews.

New Message at the bottom of the screen, 
or swipe up from the bottom, although if 
you aim too low on the screen you can 
accidentally pull up Control Center).

2/ Set alerts for email threads — You may 
not want a notification for every message, 
but sometimes there’s a particularly 
important thread you want to follow. So set 
an alert for this – if anyone responds to the 
set of messages you get a push notification.
There are a few different ways to turn on the 
thread alert: touch the flag icon at the top of 
the message or swipe to the left and touch 
More, then Notify Me.

3/ New swipes — archive, flag, or perform 
several other options to a message by 
swiping to the left — You can now swipe 
to the left trash a message, flag it or to see 
more options (tap to choose). If you choose 
Notify Me, the thread is followed on your 
Notifications screen. 
BE CAREFUL because if you swipe 
completely to the left, you just instantly 
trash the email. Practice on one that doesn’t 
matter so much, and just stop swiping 
before your finger reaches the left of the 
screen. Swipe once to the right to quickly 
mark a message as unread. (In iOS 7 you 
had to choose from a little icon at lower left, 
which you can still do when you open the 
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Mail for iPad and iPhone (iOS) has its own trickstips&tricks
message completely by tapping on it.)

4/ Customise your Mail swipes — Open 
Settings and choose Mail, Contacts, 
Calendars. Now choose Swipe Options. 
This gives you a tad more flexibility in 

Coming: New iPad & iMac Retina reviews on mac-nz. Go to the site, choose Reviews on the right & browse

setting up which direction you want to flick.

5/ Add information directly to contacts 
— If you get a message from someone 
that you want added to your contacts, Mail 
can now smartly find contact information 

and add it to your address book with one 
tap (like your Mac can).Just tap contact 
information in the message – for example, 
someone might be in your Contacts as 
an email address, but they may include a 
phone number in an email that you can add.

shiny&new
Logitech Bluetooth Multi-device k480, NZ$79.70
Retro-futurist keyboard comes in white with rounded-edge keys, or 
black with an almost flouro yellowy-green slot 
above the number keys. It is relatively thick 
top to bottom (about 20mm at the thickest, 
top edge and 16mm on the spacebar side) to 
allow a mobile device to sit in the slot along 
the top. You can fit in both an iPad mini, 
portrait, along with the smaller iPhone 6. 

A three-position 
switch lets you 
switch between 
three pairings, say 
Mac, iPad and 
iPhone. 
See my mac-nz 
Reviews for more 
(select Reviews on 
the right).

IK Multimedia iRig Mic HD NZ RRP $229.95
The new iRig Mic HD comes with cables to plug directly into an 
iPhone or iPad (Lightning) and Mac (USB). An older-style iDevice 
cable is available as an extra. It has a built-in preamp and 24-bit 
A/D converter.
The Digital Condenser Microphone has a stated frequency 
response of 40 to 18,000 Hz and a maximum SPL of 134 dB, so 
it’s more aimed at voice and guitar than high-pitched acoustic 
instruments, cymbals etc. It’s a handy, good quality field recorder 
but better at close-proximity recordings of specific audio. 
See my mac-nz Reviews for more (select Reviews on the right).

One keyboard, three devices ~ good quality mic for iOS/Mac OS
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