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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site. You can store your issues of 
MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from Mavericks) to have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside iBooks) 
next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free to pass MagBytes on. 
MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by Mac NZ for this purpose 
only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on Mac NZ MagBytes Newsletter at top centre).

November 2014 ~ 
•2———Mac News ~ Black Friday 

sales ~ MacBook power cord winding 
~ Yosemite ~ WiFi ~ App Store ~ video 
converter ~ Equality ~ ClarisWorks ~ 

Goat Simulator ~ Cook Bill 
•4———Updates ~ Lightroom adds 

Aperture import ~ WiFi issues ~ Xcode 
6.1 ~ iOS Garageband with RED loops 

•5———Mac Help ~ In Northland, 
Auckland & Christchurch 

•6——— iOS & iDevice news ~ 
MythBusters on Gorilla Glass ~ A8 

does 4K video ~ iPhone 6 ~ Metal 
games ~ Beats app ~ Apple Watch ~ 

Smart Buttons ~ iPhone 4s & iOS 8 ~ 
FitBit ~ Vainglory ~ Pixelmator 

•8———Tips & Tricks ~ Loads of  tips 
for iOS 8 and Yosemite to turbocharge 

your Apple life in the holidays 
•13———Shiny&New ~ 3 pages of  

interesting new Apple-centric products 
with Christmas coming up.

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

This is not what scientists from the RAND Corporation thought, in 1954, we would be using as ‘home computers’ 
by the year 2004, as amusing and ‘wrong’ as that would be. It’s actually an entry submitted to a Fark.com image 

modification competition, taken from an original photo of a submarine manoeuvring room console found on the US 
Navy web site, converted to grayscale and modified to replace a modern display panel and TV screen with pictures 

of a decades-old teletype/printer and television (as well as to add the grey-suited man to the left of the photo).  
[With thanks for the clarification to reader Kathryn Adams.]

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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http://www.creativetech.net.nz
http://www.mac-nz.com
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Mac News Black Friday sales ~ MacPhun ~ Yosemite issues, updates ~ iWork

Black Friday sales specials 
Apple has revealed this year’s so-called ‘Black Friday’ 
partnership with a Product (RED) gift card sale. Apple 
deals are few and far between – except at this time of 
the year. Shoppers purchasing some of Apple’s most 
popular products this Friday 28th November will also 
receive Product (RED) gift cards that can be used on 
the  iTunes Store, Mac App Store, App Store, or iBooks 
Store. There is more information online about Apple’s 
World AIDS Day 2014 campaign, including Apps for 
(RED).  

MacPhun specials
This Black Friday and Cyber Monday, the Macphun 
Team of software developers is offering you a US$80 
discount on its photo apps (Focus Pro, Snapheal Pro, 
Tonality Pro and Intensify Pro) & a $25 App Store Card.

Yosemite install disaster?
Updating to a major new version of OS X can seem 
akin to walking through a mine field, albeit one with 
relatively few mines. In most instances, you’ll be fine. 
But you never know when disaster may strike – this 
Macworld article tells you how to cope.

MacBook Power Cord coiling
Apple’s white power brick is pretty handy, what with 
the attached hooks for coiling it up and packing it 
away. If you do it wrong, though, you’ll likely stress 
the cord and break it (or worse, create a fire hazard). 
This video shows the right way (with thanks to reader 
Simon Browne).

61 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna 09 486 1493

Authorised to service iPod, 
iPad and Mac

www.istorenz.com

Enhancing Your Apple Experience

Scan QR Code to quickly 
get in touch with iStore

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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More Mac news is collated online

Mac News Free now Get ~ Video converter ~ cheap apps ~ Trillion ~ Cook Bill

App Store Free button now Get
Back in the day (as in yesterday) you could 
go to the App Store and tap a button that 
said FREE to download a free app. From 
today, you’ll be tapping a button that 
says GET. Why? Speculation is that issues 
regarding in-app purchases and litigation 
overseas may be to blame.

WALTR Uploads any media file
iTunes is the only option Apple gives us 
for loading media onto our iPhone, iPad 
or iPod touch from our Macs, and it limits 
the audio and video file formats we can 
upload.
Until WALTR from Softorino: This 
awesome Mac app lets you upload a 
long list of file formats including MKV, 
AVI, MP4, CUE, FLAC, APE, ALAC, OGG, 
AAC, AIFF and WAV — to your iOS device 
without ever touching iTunes.
You can try out WALTR for free; a license 
costs US$14.97.

Apple 100% Corporate Equality
The Human Rights Campaign has 
published its annual Corporate Equality 
Index rankings rating American 
workplaces on LGBT equality, and Apple 
once again earned a score of 100%, 
achieving a perfect ranking for the 13th 
straight year. [This covers directly-

employed Apple workers in the US, not 
those working at non-Apple assembly 
plants outside the US.]

6 apps super cheap; +2 free
FX Studio Pro, Tembo, MacCleanse 
(proper undeleter) 1000 OpenType fonts, 
ColorStrokes, TubeConverter, and pass on 
the deal to someone else and you also get 
Arise for a Tweet and Portrait Painter for 
free. [That’s all for about NZ$13.27.]

Apple could hit trillion cap
As shares of Apple repeatedly reach new 
all-time highs, major investors believe 
the trend could continue, propelling 
the iPhone maker to a massive market 
capitalisation level of $1 trillion as soon as 
next year.

How to open ClarisWorks files
This article takes a while to get to the 
point, but it does get to the point.

Goat Simulator... yes, really
One of the best games of the year – 
seriously, you can waste a whole lot of 
time doing absolutely nothing as a goat 
–and now it’s getting a ridiculous update 
that is going to make it even more of a 
time-sink. This Thursday, the PC version 
of the game gets a patch that will turn it 

into a multiplayer 
game, and not 
just a multiplayer 
game, but a 
multiplayer 
fantasy RPG. 

The Cook Bill
Tim Cook has 
been making 
waves with his 
recent increased 
focus on civil 
rights issues, 
specifically 
with regards 
to the LGBTQ 
community. 
In October, 
Apple’s CEO 
spoke out about 
of Alabama’s 
(Cook’s home 
state) slow 
progress with 
regards to 
LGBTQ rights. 
Now a lawmaker 
in the state is 
naming a new 
discrimination 
bill after him.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Adobe Lightroom adds Aperture, iPhoto import
Adobe is making it easier for Aperture users to transition into 
Lightroom with its just-released 5.7 update. That’s good news for 
Aperture users since Apple is killing off Aperture and iPhoto next 
year when it releases an OS X Yosemite version of the iOS-style 
Photos. 
There’s also a Black Friday Lightroom sale price coming up.

Wi-Fi issues and OS 
X 10.10.1 Yosemite 
update
The Mac OS X 10.10.1 
Yosemite update brought 
relief to a number of users 

who were having Wi-Fi issues, but MacNN reports the Apple 
support threads are still buzzing with discussions of continued 
disconnects and slow connection speeds. 
MacNN notes that an informal poll showed that only four out of 
15 users (about 27%) with Wi-Fi issues before the patch are still 
experiencing problems. [I had no issues, but now I can use iOS to 
Mac OS AirDrop properly and before I couldn’t.]

Apple releases Xcode 6.1.1 golden master
Apple has issued  a golden master build of the upcoming Xcode 
6.1.1 update to developers, bringing bug fixes for Xcode Server, 
the Swift programming language and Interface Builder, among 
others.

Exclusive RED Loop Pack for iOS GarageBand
Apple on Monday 24th November (NZ time) released an update 
to its GarageBand music authoring app that activates an option 
to purchase the (GarageBand)RED Loop Pack, an exclusive 

collections of hundreds of new instrument loop — and all 
proceeds go to the RED anti-AIDS charity. An in-app purchase 

branded in typical RED fashion, the 
(GarageBand)RED Loop Pack features 300 
guitar, bass, synth and drum loops spread 
over a number of musical genres to the 
existing 285 that come with the $6.49 
iOS app. 
To mark the occasion, Apple changed 
GarageBand’s app icon background from 
a sunset gradient to red. 
It’s only NZ$1.29 as an in-app purchase, so 
do yourself a favour but you only have a 
few days (until 7th December) to do so.

Updates Adobe Lightroom imports Aperture ~ OS 10.10.1 ~ Xcode ~ RED loops

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Apple support & 
AppleCare
Apple’s official support pages 
are comprehensive and cover all 
aspects of Apple hardware and 
software – it’s here.
Plus there’s Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. 
Every new Mac has a one-year warranty 
and 90 days free phone support. 
AppleCare extends this all out to three 
years. Under NZ law, you are covered by 
the Consumer Guarantees Act against 
anything going wrong that comes 
down to parts failure within reasonable 
expectations (say, inside three years’ use), 
but be prepared to spend anxious time on 
the phone, sticking to your guns to get it 
fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 

If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. 
Go to MSN Ak’s web page or email Marion 
Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 
available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in rest 
homes.

Mac & iDevice training in 
Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac 
NZ – but I also run the Grey Lynn Sessions 
in Auckland (click on Training). This is the 
cheapest way to learn, at $40 per session in 
a friendly, group environment. A new series 
just started, finishing in October. Please 
email if you are interested in attending, as I 
only book a room when I can guarantee five 
attendees. The sessions are friendly, open 
to questions at all times and are backed up 
by handouts, and one is running now on 
Wednesday nights (7:30pm). 
I train (one-to-one at your home or 
workplace (in Auckland) for $95/hour. 
I also present to institutions (click on 
Training).
Please email Mark for more info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top).

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help Apple assistance
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iDevice news
New Intego antivirus for iOS
Intego has introduced a newly updated App Store application for 
stopping viruses and malware on iOS devices. VirusBarrier for iOS 
stops Mac, Windows and Unix viruses and malware from using 
iOS devices as a gateway to infecting a computer. [But no, there 
are no actual viruses or malware for iOS 8 yet.]

MythBusters explain Corning Gorilla Glass 4
Discovery Channel’s Jamie Hyneman and Adam Savage walked 
through some of the advances made by manufacturer Corning in 
the latest version of its popular Gorilla Glass line used in Apple’s 
iPhone.

The iPhone 6’s A8 chip can play 4K video
The iPhone 6 is an incredible device capable of wonderful feats, 
like shooting 4K video as long as you have the right app. Sadly, 
you can’t watch 4K video on the iPhone 6, right? Actually, you 
potentially can. The iPhone 6 and 6 Plus can play 4K video right 
out of the box thanks to its A8 chip. 
The discovery was made by the developers of WALTR, a great Mac 
app that allows users to quickly upload video files to their iPhone 
which aren’t supported by iTunes, such as FLAC and MKV files. 
While testing the app developers found it is possible to playback 
4K videos on the iPhone 6. 
Even if Apple hasn’t announced it, the iPhone 6 and 6 Plus are 
ready to play 4K videos.

iPhone 6, 6 Plus shipment times drop 
Apple is slowly catching up with demand for its popular iPhone 
6 two months after the handset launched, with the company’s 
online storefront now showing shipping times pegged at 7 to 10 
days for most models, including the 16GB iPhone 6 Plus. 

Anti-virus ~ MythBusters ~ iPhone 6 shipping ~ A8 ~ HDR

PDF shows how big 
Apple Watches really are
Developer Craig Hockenberry, of 
Iconfactory, has written up his 
thoughts on his first day with 
WatchKit, which was released 
with much fanfare earlier this 
week. There’s a lot of discussion 
of the programming elements, 
but I thought one of the more 
interesting bits was a PDF 
created by Thibaut Sailly of the actual physical sizes of the watch 
itself.

A new app takes Time Lapse photos in HDR
Time Lapse with HDR app (NZ$2.59) from Lucky Clan adds an 
additional feature for the company’s Time Lapse app. The app 
adds a simple HDR button on screen, but it can only be enabled 
under iOS 8 and it’s going to work best on the new faster iPhone 6 
and 6 Plus phones, although the app is universal. The Time Lapse 
feature without HDR needs only iOS 7 or above.

Best games showcasing Apple’s Metal API, iOS 8
Apple’s  iOS 8 introduced new developer tools dubbed Metal, 
allowing for more advanced graphics on both the iPhone and 
iPad. Here are the best games out now showcasing the power of 
Metal.

Beats Music app may be bundled into iOS 
The Financial Times is reporting Apple plans to bundle the Beats 
Music app into iOS sometime early next year, perhaps as early as 
March.
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iDevice news Smart ~ 4s ~ FitBit sync ~ Vainglory ~ Pixelmator image editor

Smart Button shuts your iPhone up
As far as smart gadgets go (and expect this cataegory to expand 
dramatically next year), Flic is about as simple as it gets. The 
tiny magnetic button can be programmed to control various 
functions of your phone, from silencing an alarm to snapping 
a photo. Each button can be programmed with three different 
functions initiated by either a single tap, double tap, or push-and-
hold, and at US$27 each they’re relatively cheap.

iPhone 4s now good with iOS 8.1.1
The iPhone 4s is still wildly popular. Sales of the device accounted 
for 25% of iPhones sold in the first three months of 2014, and 
that’s just new phones. There are still a sea of users out there 
with holding onto their iPhone 4s thanks to its size, usability, 
durability, and price. 
Naturally whenever Apple releases a new iOS we iPhone 4s users 
shake in fear. But  iOS 8.1.1 is targeted specifically at iPhone 4s and 
iPad 2 users, so all should now be good.

Sync Solver bridges Apple’s Health app and Fitbit
Users tied into the Fitbit ecosystem and frustrated by its lack of 
compatibility with Apple’s Health app in iOS 8 can turn to a new 
app called Sync Solver, which automatically exports Fitbit data 

like steps, weight and sleep into the Health app.

Vainglory offers great, gorgeous MOBA action
Apple chose Vainglory to spotlight the strength of the iPhone 
6 — and iOS 8’s Metal graphics tech — at September’s big event, 
and it’s been one of the most anticipated mobile games on the 
horizon since. 
Andrew Hayward finds it lives up to the immense hype and 
expectations cast upon it by Apple’s smart showcase move.

Pixelmator for iPad: image editor packs a punch 
From cropping and straightening to colour correcting, retouching, 
and painting; from creating selections to combining imagery; 
from blending layers to adding slick effects, shapes, layer styles, 
and highly customisable text, Pixelmator for iPad (above left, 
inset)truly does it all…for a mere NZ$6.49.

The Taka character from Vainglory
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POWER tO thE music

Logitech  
UE 9000
$599.90 RRP

Logitech  
UE 6000
$349.90 RRP

Logitech  
UE 4000
$149.90 RRP

Logitech  
UE Mobile  
Boombox
$149.90 RRP

Logitech UE 
Boombox

$349.90 RRP

Available from all leading electronics retailers

Mac OS 10.10x Yosemite adds some real time-saverstips&tricks

1/ Launch apps in OS X using Spotlight 
— Using Spotlight to search for files etc is 
handy, and can also search for apps. Not 
only that, but as with search on iDevices, 
you can also use it to launch apps.
First, launch Spotlight. For most people 
this is the default Command-Spacebar.
When you get to Spotlight, start typing 
the name of the app you want to launch. 
If it appears at the top,  just hit the Return 
key on your keyboard and it opens.

2/ Launch apps using a single letter — 
Once you have your list, you can also type 
the app’s first letter (like you can in Finder 
windows). Except in Spotlight, once you’ve 
typed the letter and your app’s selected, 
press Return and it launches.

3/ View all messages in a Messages 
conversation — Apple’s Messages app in 
OS X Yosemite borrowed from its iPhone 
and iPad cousins, so now you can do more 
in your conversations, like view all of the 

images and attachments you sent and 
received in a chat.
To see all of the photos and attachments 
in a Messages conversation, just click 
Details in the upper right corner in every 
conversation. You can click and drag 
anything from the Details view to your 
Desktop or folder; double-clicking an 
image opens it in Preview.

4/ More from Details — The Details view 
also lets you mute notifications for specific 
chats, start phone calls and FaceTime 
calls, and screen share. This is a handy way 
to see images that otherwise would take 
a ridiculous amount of back scrolling in 
long conversations. Grouping in calling 
features, too, as a bonus.

5/ Make sense of Safari’s new Favorites 
bookmarks — The new Safari look 
can throw you almost as much as the 
new iTunes. But don’t panic: choose 
View>Show Favorites Bar. When you drag 
an icon to a new location in this view, its 
location in the Favorites Bar change too.
If you don’t like this view, you can 
eliminate it. Open Safari’s Preferences, 
click General, and configure the New 
Windows Open With and New Tabs Opens 
With options.
To organise and edit bookmarks the old 

fashioned way, the shortest way to do it 
is to choose Bookmarks>Edit Bookmarks 
(Command-Option-B). This fills Safari’s 
window with all the bookmarks it has. 
Alternatively you could click the Show 
Sidebar button in the menu bar, select the 
Bookmarks tab, and then click the Edit 
button at the bottom of the pane.
Now you can rearrange their order, rename 
them, edit their URL, create folders, and 
drag collections of bookmarks into those 
newly created folders.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.logitech.com/en-nz
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iOS 8 now recognises songs and other Siri features + image undeletetips&tricks
1/ What’s that song? In iOS 8, Apple 
incorporated Shazam’s technology into 
Siri, making it even easier to find out the 
name of a song you hear. Hold your phone 
close to the music source, activate Siri (by 
holding in the Home button for a couple 
of seconds) and ask what song is playing. 
After a few seconds, Siri should you the 
name of the music, the album it comes 
from –and, if it’s listed in the iTunes store, 
offers a buy button.

2/ Instant reminders — You don’t have 
to even open the Reminders app to add 
things to it, but first you have to set this 
ability up. Open the Reminders app and at 
the top you will see the option for adding 
a new category. Click on the + sign. Name 
your list where it says “New List” and pick 
a colour by clicking on the colour circle (as 
in the main picture at the top of this page).
Create your list and select a colour 
identifier, then create as many as you want 
(Home, Work, Shopping etc) – use names 

call someone Jim. There may be lots of 
Jims in your Contacts list, so you can tell 
Siri to call this particular Jim by his first 
and last name, assuming his name is easy 
to pronounce. You can take the time to 

you’ll remember as both you and Siri need 
these as identifiers. (The generic list called 
‘Reminders’ is included as part of the app.)
Now open Siri and say something like ‘Add 
get milk to my shopping list.
Siri will confirm ‘You want me to add 
milk to your shopping list?’ [With my NZ 
accent, Siri kept changing ‘add’ to ‘ed’ no 
matter how I over-pronounced it, so you 
might want to try ‘put’ which worked 
every time.)
Say  ‘Confirm’
Siri should say ‘Alright, I will add get milk 
to your grocery list.’If you say ‘Remind 
me to call Tim Cook on Thursday’, Siri will 
say ‘Get off the grass!’ – no, that’s a joke. 
Siri will say ‘Here is your reminder, shall I 
create it?’ (If you didn’t specify a time, it’s 
entered at 9am.)
Confirm, if Siri got it right.

3/ Train Siri — In the case above, Siri might 
say ‘There are two numbers for Tim Cook. 
Which one do you want?’
Me: I touch the one I want.
Siri: OK, I will remind you. (Siri adds it to 
Calendar and sends a message via they 
iPhone at the time specified. The message 
is preceded by a tone)

4/ Train Siri to identify contacts by your 
own labels — Say you want to tell Siri to 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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iOS 8 and more hidden features in Mac OS 10.10 Yosemitetips&tricks
train Siri to recognise that last name, but 
there is a faster way to tell Siri exactly who 
you want: assign a nickname to this Jim.
(Of course, the person under consideration 
must be listed in your Contacts along with 
their phone number.)
To have Siri recognise this specific Jim, hold 
down the home button until Siri appears. 
In a strong voice say “Jim is my Jimbo.” 
You may have to correct Siri a time or two 
until it gets it right. When it does, grant 
permission for it to apply the new term – 
from then on, you can say ‘Call Jimbo’ and 
you’ll only get this Jim.
Note — With Siri, you have to word requests 
precisely, in this case by saying “person is my 
xyz.” . You must put the word ‘my’ in front 
of the nick name.

5/ Trashed an iOS 8 image? No problem 
— With iOS 8.1, Apple finally added a way 
to undelete an iPhone or iPad photo or 
video clip that you may have deleted.
Open the Photos app, then tap the Albums 
tab at bottom right. At the bottom of 
your list of albums, you’ll find a new one 
labelled ‘Recently Deleted’; go ahead and 
tap it. Inside the album, you’ll see all the 
snapshots and videos you trashed within 
the past 30 days, with a countdown timer 
on each photo showing the number of 
days left before the image is deleted for 

good. To rescue it, Tap the Select button 
in the corner of the screen, tap the image 
or video clip you want to save, then tap 
Recover.
Great, huh?

1/ Get full web addresses back in Safari’s 
URL Bar  — Safari for Mac OS 10.10 
Yosemite received an iOS-like habit of 
hiding the full URL from you in the address 
bar. Doesn’t matter – just go to Safari and 
choose Preferences from the Safari menu, 
click the Advanced tab and check the box 
for Show Full Website Address.

2/ Yosemite got batch file renaming — 
Select some files in Finder, then right- or 
Control-click on your selected stuff and 
pick “Rename [number of] items” from the 
contextual menu.
You get three options in the upper-left of 
the window: ‘Replace Text,’ ‘Add Text’ and 
‘Format’.
Pick that first option to search for a 
common element in your selected files 
and replace that with different text. Add 
Text means that you can insert text either 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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More hidden depths in Yosemitetips&tricks
before or after your filenames.
Format lets you append the date or a 
number (eg “File 1,” “File 2,” etc) to your 
filenames. Pick what number you want to 
start with on that screen, and again, you 
can select whether to put the new data 
before or after the name.

3/ Speed up adding album art in iTunes 
12 — The rather contentiously redesigned 
iTunes 12  has an unintuitive interface. 
Apple made this? Anyway, among the 
changes you can no longer drag-and-drop 
artwork to albums and songs to tag them 
with their artwork.
Actually, the old tried-and-true method is 
still there, but it’s been hidden: hold the 
Option key before you select Get Info to 
bring back the old GUI that lets you drag 
and drop your album art right into iTunes.

4/ Better Sound options — System 
Preferences’ Sound pane gives you access 
to controls that are useful when you 
have multiple audio devices attached. 
I really like that on Sound’s Effects tab 
you can choose which device should play 
system alerts. While you might consider 
using the Selected Output Device (the 
default option) for playing sound effects, 
you might not want to do so if you’ve 
connected your Mac to a large home-

pro-looking ‘dark mode’ (below) in 
OS X Yosemite by going to System 
Preferences>General and checking the 
‘Use Dark Menu and Dock’ box, good-oh. 
But what if you love the dark Dock, but 
don’t like the look of white letters on a 
dark background in the menu bar, launch 
Terminal, type in (or, better – for no 
dangerous mistakes – copy and paste) the 
following command text:
defaults write NSGlobalDomain 
AppleInterfaceStyle Dark
Press the Return key on your keyboard. 
This sets your Mac to Dark Mode.
Now at the Terminal prompt, type or 
paste:
killall Dock
Press Return again. This will relaunch the 
Dock in its Dark mode. Finally, type in (or 
paste):
defaults remove NSGlobalDomain 
AppleInterfaceStyle
Press Return again. This turns off dark 
mode, but the Dock ignores the command 
… at least until the next time you reboot 

your Mac. Voila, 
you have your 
dark Dock and 
light menu bar 
(this tip from 
TUAW).

entertainment system for music out of; 
in that case, a warning Ping, Pop, or Purr 
sound can be really be intrusive – and 
really loud! 
To get around this, you can use the Sound 
Effects tab to make these sounds play 
only on the system’s internal speakers or 
headphones, while other audio is piped 
out the USB port to your home theatre. 
You can also set the volume level for this 
independently of other device volumes. 
Excellent!

5/ Dark Dock, light menus — For those 
not afraid to 
use the Bash 
terminal in 
Mac OS X: 
If you have 
enabled 
the new, 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Safari for iOS 8 added some new features that are worth learning

1/ Quick Website Search — Go to 
Settings>Safari and tap on ‘Quick Website 
Search.’ From now on, quick website 
search shortcuts are added every time 
you search within a website. It doesn’t 
work on every site, but it works on lots. 
Why turn it on? It gives you the ability to 
quickly search the App Store or Wikipedia 
via keywords, letting you 
bypass a search engine’s 
website entirely.
It uses the smart search box 
in Safari to search within 
websites automatically 
– just type the name of 
the website as part of the 
search. For example, type 
‘Wiki iPad’ to present a 
top result of the official 
Wikipedia entry for Apple’s 
iPad. Tapping on this search 
result instantly takes the 
user to the Wikipedia page 
rather than a list of results 
from their search engine of 
choice. The same can also 
be accomplished to view 
App Store content: simply 
add the word ‘app’ to the 
search query.
2/ Add to Favorites — Launch the 
Favorites (sic) page in Safari by tapping in 

tips&tricks
the Address (URL) bar on a page you want 
to save. A white page appears – swipe 
downwards on that, and two buttons 
appear: 
Add to Favorites and Request Desktop Site 
(if you prefer to see what you’d see if you 
went to the site on your Mac, rather than 
the Mobi version).

Tap Add to Favorites 
if you want to add the 
page you’re currently 
viewing to your 
Favorites in Safari. 
Once you tap the 
button, you’ll land on 
a confirmation screen 
where you can edit the 
name and URL of the 
site before adding it to 
your Favorites list.

3/ Edit your Favorites 
— To edit the Favorites 
screen in Safari, tap 
the address bar to get 
to your Favorites, then 
tap and hold an icon. 
You can then rearrange 
the icon by dragging 
it around, or release it 

to reveal a pop-up with ‘Delete’ and ‘Edit’ 
buttons.

4/ History — Yes it’s there, but it’s hidden. 
If you have closed a tab or window in 
Safari, it’s not immediately obvious how 
to get it back in iOS for iPhone or iPad, or 
iPhone touch. Tap the Tabs button (two 
rectangles superimposed at bottom right 
of your screen) and hold your finger on the 
central Plus sign that appears. You history 
appears, called Recently Closed Tabs (they 
don’t last forever – if you want to save 
them, add to favourites as above).

5/ Browse in private — If you don’t trust 
Google, Yahoo, or Bing with your search 
history, Apple has added the privacy-
focused search engine DuckDuckGo to 
the official list of approved Safari search 
providers. Changing it requires little effort: 
launch the iOS Settings app (left), then 
select Safari followed by the first option 
on the list: Search Engine. There you’ll 
find DuckDuckGo at the bottom of the 
list. Select it, back out of the Settings app 
and start searching the web in complete 
privacy.

Extra tip — When you get to a site and 
want to buy something, tap to enter your 
Credit Card details and notice the Scan 
Credit Card line above the keyboard. Tap 
that, and you just photograph your Credit 
Card – iOS 8 does the rest!

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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–Everyone needs a good bag
But when you’re travelling, how about 
your bag also charges your iPhone, iPad 
and all sorts of other things? 
Now you’re talking. The Timbuk2 PowerQ 
Backpack is a rugged bag with a laptop 
compartment (among others) plus an 
internal Joey Energy TSA-compliant 
charger that charges almost every device 
chargeable via USB. It handles two full 
charges of most full cellphones before 

it needs 
replenishing 
itself. RRP 
NZ$310.

–How’s your garden?
You water the plants, but how much 
light are they getting? How warm are 
they? Easy to look into the garden, but 
what if you’re away, or just at work? The 
Koubachi WiFi Sensor sticks into the 
ground and reports to you via WiFi, no 
matter where you are, thanks to a free iOS 
app. And it’s waterproof. 
RRP NZ$127. 
–Glass screen protection

The screen may not be 
sapphire yet, but apply 
one of these to your 
recently-acquired iPhone 
and you won’t feel so 
anxous. It’s anti-smudge 
hard glass (9H Surface 
Hardness) with rounded-
off edges. For 5/5s & 6/6 
Plus RRP NZ$24-$29.

–Good case
A good case is 
a good idea, 
but this one 
is genius: not 
only does the 
Mophie Space 
Pack protect 
and charge your 
phone (while 
adding a little length), it adds 16, 32 or 
64GB extra space! RRP NZ$210-$230-$320. 
–Answering-back toy
Crazy but adorable, the Ubooly is a soft 
toy with a slot for an iPhone. Of course, 
the app does all the work (and hey, the 
iPhone is surrounded by cushioning green 
pink or orange fluffy stuff). That means 
hours of babysitting fun! RRP NZ$29 (+ 
free app with in-app purchases), $60 for 
the iPad-sized Ubooly.

shiny&new New and notable items for an Apple Christmas
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shiny&new Things to watch for a fun Apple Christmas

–Bloomin’ Lümen Strip
The Tabu Lümen Strip can show 16 million 
colours along its 2 metres of length, all 
controlled by an app. 
Set it yourself or use any of eight presets 
including Music Sync, Call Alert and, er, 
good luck with the Romance Mode. It 
works via Bluetooth and there’s an app for 
Android as well.  
RRP TBA, but US$70.

–LifeTrak
Stylish and slim, the 
LifeTrak C300 has a range 
of interchangeable bands 
to suit your personal 
decor. It’s waterproof to 
30 metres, tracks your 
calories, heart rate and 
walking running distances and it has a 
long-life battery, so no charging. 
Oh, and it tells the time.  
RRP approximately NZ$150.

–Mio Alpha heartrate monitor
No chest-strap required, this Mio 
wristwatch senses your pulse through a 
couple of LEDs under the watch face. It 
can alert you to low or high rates (you can 
set your own zones) and adds info to your 
iPhone via Bluetooth. You charge it via 
USB, and more information is available via 
companion apps.  RRP NZ$250.

Scosche Rhythm–
What, no face? Well, not to speak of. The Scosche 

Rhythm detects your pulse calories burned, distance, 
speed etc but doesn’t display the info, rather sending it 

all to the companion app. The buttons on the face let 
you control music, and the rechargeable is good for 6 

hours. RRP TBA, but US$70.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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shiny&new New and notable items for an Apple Christmas

–Timbuk2 13-inch MacBook Pro 
Crater Sleeve
Timbuk2’s MacBook Pro sleeve is 
exceedingly light, offering vented high-
density foam protection for your laptop, 
It’s ‘Airport Security Friendly’ which means 
you can leave your MacBook in the sleeve 
when it goes through the scanner – I 
bet that would make a lot of people feel 
safer!  An L-shaped zipper means you can 
get it out from a vertical or horizontal 
orientation. 
NZ RRP TBA, but US$30.

–Selfy car 
mount
This multi-
position 
selfy-brand 
windscreen-
attached iPhone 
mount lets you 
navigate with 
the best possible 
angle of iPhone 
screen viewing. 
RRP TBA.

–Red leather iPad mini case 
The Maroo genuine leather iPad case 
has a script inside (on a green panel) 
telling you why red is so important 
to Māori ... even though the case is 
designed in Vancouver and made in 
China. Good-oh. 
The Maroo offers attractive, 
cushioned iPad mini (and there 
are versions for Air) protection, 
a carrying strap and two viewing 
angles with  cutaway access to the 
camera and all controls plus the 
earbud and charge ports.  
NZ RRP TBA (but US$50).

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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