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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site. You can store your issues of 
MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from Mavericks) to have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside iBooks) 
next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free to pass MagBytes on. 
MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by Mac NZ for this purpose 
only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on Mac NZ MagBytes Newsletter at top centre).

February 2015 ~ 
•2———Mac News ~ Renewable 

Euro ~ Safari plugins ~ mystery van 
~ MacBook Pro vid fix ~ Jobs on Ed ~ 

Apple Car ~ data ~ Photoshop 25 years 
~ Mac Training in Grey Lynn ~ software 
bundle ~ Chris Breen leaves for Apple 
•4———Updates ~ iWork in the cloud 
for Windows ~ DiskWarrior ~ Parallels 

~ Swift ~ 8K VESA ~ 10.10.3 ~ iTunes 
•5———Mac Help ~ In Northland, 

Auckland & Christchurch 
•6——— iOS & iDevice news ~ Apple 

Watch & the visually impaired ~ iOS 
beta ~ OneNote ~ Astropad ~ Makeovr 
~ 2-step security ~ Dropbox ~ Office ~ 
bigger apps ~ iOS 9 ~ iPhone 6+ users 
use more data ~ HealthKit in hospitals 

•8———Tips & Tricks ~ iOS Messages 
~ Mac commands & ‘hidden’ apps ~ 
iOS 8 tricks ~ Mac search powers ~ 

Calendar backups, ‘hiding’ apps  
& more for Mac

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

Apple recently released staggering quarterly financial results, revealing more than one billion iDevices (iPhone, 
iPad, iPod touch) have been shipped.  (Image: from one of Apple Inc’s NZ iPhone pages)
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Mac News Euro-renewable ~ Safari plug-ins ~ mystery van ~ MacBook Pro fix

€1.7B Renewable Energy Data Centres
Apple is planning on investing €1.7 billion into two 
new data centres in Europe scheduled to open some 
time in 2017. The facilities will be powered entirely by 
renewable energy and are set to be built in Denmark 
and Ireland.

Five Safari plug-ins for better browsing
The five plug-ins Kirk McElhearn uses with Safari to 
make his browsing experience a lot better. (Note: 
some of these plug-ins also have equivalents for other 
browsers, such as Firefox and Chrome.)

Latest Apple mystery van sightings
Apple’s mapping efforts appear to be growing, as 
AppleInsider readers continue to spot mysterious 
sensor-laden vans, just like the ones previously 
confirmed to be registered to Apple, roaming around 
the United States.

Free fix for MacBook Pro video problems 
People have been having issues with MacBook Pros sold 
between February 2011 and December 2013. On Apple’s 
support pages, a huge discussion raged for years.
Only a small percentage of all of the MacBook 
Pros made during that period are affected with the 
problem: it manifests itself as distorted or missing 
video and random restarts. The devices include 15-inch 
and 17-inch MacBook Pros manufactured in 2011, and 
15-inch Retina MacBook Pros from mid 2012 to early 
2013. Starting today, Apple is offering a free fix.

61 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna 09 486 1493

Authorised to service iPod, 
iPad and Mac

www.istorenz.com

Enhancing Your Apple Experience

Scan QR Code to quickly 
get in touch with iStore
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More Mac news is collated online

Mac News Jobs on ed ~ Maps Connect ~ Photoshop 25 ~ Apple help ~ Breen

Steve Jobs talks higher ed in ’98 
The Chronicle of Higher Education 
conducted an interview with Steve Jobs at 
an interesting time in 1998. It was shortly 
after his return to Apple, but before 
the iMac. In the previously unpublished 
interview, Jobs discusses the higher 
education market and Apple’s future.

Apple Maps Connect extending
Following a brief outage on Thursday, the 
Apple Maps Connect Web portal returned 
to service with new German and French 
language options, suggesting the service is 
slowly rolling out internationally. It looks 
like France, Germany and England will get 
it, anyway.

Apple’s auto-industry hires 
Power train engineers, former Tesla 
employees, and an expert on new battery 
technology are among the people now 
working at Apple, amid rumours that the 
company is building an electric car. In fact, 
Apple is even being sued for poaching car 
battery engineers.

Arizona data centre tax breaks 
Apple’s forthcoming “global command 
center” for its online operations in Mesa, 
Arizona, could be the beneficiary of up 
to 20 years’ worth of tax breaks, thanks 

to new rules proposed by the state 
legislature. [And you thought Apple’s 
initiative was for the planet …]

Adobe Photoshop: 25 years
Photoshop, the defacto standard image 
editor, is now 25 years old and Adobe is 
celebrating with a video highlighting 
works from artists around the world. 
The short video includes what adobe calls 
“their most amazing dreams,” and the 
works in the video are pretty impressive, 
all set to Aerosmith’s “Dream On.” It’s 
a great example of what Photoshop is 
capable of in the hands of experts.

Mac training 
I have new Grey Lynn sessions starting 
in March. Go to Mac NZ and click 
Training>Grey Lynn Sessions to see 
sessions/times/place/dates.
The sessions start with explaining what a 
computer actually is, in layman’s terms, 
and progresses through looking after Macs 
and iDevices, using the main applications, 
using iPhoto (complete with explanations 
of digital tech and tips for better photos). 
The internet is explained and demystifies 
and the Mac sessions finish with tips and 
tricks. 
The final three (8-9-10) sessions 
cover iDevices and are full of tips, 

demystification, 
explanation and 
more, explaining 
what the cloud 
is, ensuring you 
get a lot more out 
of your iPhone/
iPad. Sessions are 
open and friendly, 
questions are 
encouraged ; 
cost is $40 per 
session (volume 
discounts 
available).

Mac software 
bundle 
US$50 for eight 
apps for Mac, 
only two of which 
cost under US$50 
by themselves. 
One is Sid Meier’s 
Civilisation: 
Beyond Earth.

Goodbye 
Chris Breen 
He is leaving 
Macworld to 
work for Apple.
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iWork in the cloud opens to Windows users
Apple’s iWork for iCloud took another step towards coming out 
of beta by opening up to all Apple ID holders, including Windows 
users. Previously, the public beta was available only if you used 
Apple devices to access the website. [Go to icloud.com, put in 
your Apple ID email address and password.]
The web-based versions of Pages, Numbers, and Keynote are 
designed to work cross-platform, just like Microsoft’s online 
versions of 
Word, Excel, and 
PowerPoint.

DiskWarrior 5
DiskWarrior 5 has 
gone 64-bit and added new (and welcome) features. If you have 
a Mac that can misbehave (and you do), you should also have 
DiskWarrior, reckons Kirk McElhearn. 
[At NZ$120, I’ll wait for a deal. Until then Apple’s Disk Utility is 
already on every Mac in the Utilities folder in your Applications folder,  
and it looks bare-bones but solves 95% of all problems.]

Parallels 10 update adds Windows option
The latest version of Parallels Desktop for Mac, Version 10.1.4 
(28883), now includes an internal option to download Windows 
10 Technical Preview and Office Preview for Windows 10. 
All users need to do is go to Parallels Desktop > Check for 
Updates…

Swift 1.2 and Xcode 6.3 beta released
Swift 1.2 has been released as part of Xcode 6.3 beta. This beta 
of Apple’s new programming language includes a significantly 
enhanced Swift compiler and new features in the Swift language 

itself. For the complete list of changes, read the release notes. 

VESA’s new DisplayPort to enable ultra-res 8K
The latest Embedded DisplayPort standard will help pave the 
way for future ultra-high resolution displays and better battery 
life when it adds support for 8K screens starting in 2016.

Box fixes security flaw in Mac desktop Sync app
Online file storage and sharing service Box has patched 
the Mac version of its desktop app after a developer found 
it exposed potentially sensitive bits of data, including API 
keys, internal user IDs, URLs and passwords.

First beta of  OS X 10.10.3 has new Photos app
Developers can be among the first to get their hands on the new 
Photos for OS X application, thanks to the release of a preview 
build of OS X 10.10.3 (we’re still on 10.10.2). 
The beta is only for registered developers. Macworld has been 
testing Photos.

iTunes 12.1
Apple has released iTunes 12.1 for OS X 
Yosemite.
This version introduces a new iTunes control 
widget for Notification Center. Using the 
widget, users can see which song is currently 
playing and pause, skip, or ‘favourite’ a track. 
If you regularly use the Mini Player you’ll 
already be familiar with the controls. 
When listening to iTunes Radio, users 
will also be able to purchase songs that come up directly from 
Notification Centre. Here’s how to turn that on.

Updates iWork for Windows ~ DiskWarrior ~ Parallels ~ Swift ~ Photos ~ iTunes

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.macobserver.com/tmo/article/apple-opens-iwork-for-icloud-beta-to-all-apple-ids-including-windows-users
http://www.macobserver.com/tmo/article/apple-opens-iwork-for-icloud-beta-to-all-apple-ids-including-windows-users
http://www.icloud.com/
http://www.macworld.com/article/2884315/diskwarrior-5-review-the-most-essential-drive-maintenance-and-repair-tool-gets-even-better.html
http://www.macobserver.com/tmo/article/parallels-10-update-adds-option-to-download-windows-10-tech-preview
https://developer.apple.com/swift/blog/?id=22
http://appleinsider.com/articles/15/02/10/vesas-new-displayport-standard-will-enable-ultra-res-8k-displays-improve-battery-life
http://www.macworld.com/article/2881492/box-fixes-flaw-in-mac-desktop-sync-app.html
http://www.macworld.com/article/2881492/box-fixes-flaw-in-mac-desktop-sync-app.html
http://www.macworld.com/article/2880099/first-look-photos-for-os-x.html
http://www.macworld.com/article/2880099/first-look-photos-for-os-x.html
http://www.tuaw.com/2015/01/30/apple-releases-itunes-12-1/
http://www.tuaw.com/2015/01/30/apple-releases-itunes-12-1/
http://www.macobserver.com/tmo/article/enable-itunes-notification-center-widget-os-x-yosemite


>> >>

Mac NZ

page

5

‘MagBytes’, 
‘Mac NZ’, this 
document & all 
Intellectual  
Property 
Rights are all 
owned by Hip  
Enterprises/
Mark  
Webster 2015. 
Copyright 
Mark  
Webster/ 
Mac NZ/ 
Hip Enterprises 
2010-2015.  
No reprinting 
or republish-
ing without 
permission. 
For  
permission,   
email 
Mac NZ 

MagBytes
#61

Apple support & 
AppleCare
Apple’s official support pages 
are comprehensive and cover all 
aspects of Apple hardware and 
software – it’s here.
Plus there’s Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. 
Every new Mac has a one-year warranty 
and 90 days free phone support. 
AppleCare extends this all out to three 
years. Under NZ law, you are covered by 
the Consumer Guarantees Act against 
anything going wrong that comes 
down to parts failure within reasonable 
expectations (say, inside three years’ use), 
but be prepared to spend anxious time on 
the phone, sticking to your guns to get it 
fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 

If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. Go to MSN Ak’s web page 
or email Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 
available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in 
rest homes. This is a large, well-run and 
successful group.

Mac & iDevice training in Grey 
Lynn, Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac 
NZ – but I also run the Grey Lynn Sessions 
in Auckland (click on Training). This is the 
cheapest way to learn, at $40 per session 
in a friendly, group environment. A new 
series is starting Wednesday March 4th at 
7:30pm. Please email if you are interested 
in attending, as I only book a room when I 
can guarantee five attendees. The sessions 
are friendly, open to questions at all times 
and are backed up by handouts, and one 
is running now on Wednesday nights 
(7:30pm). I train (one-to-one at your home 
or workplace (in Auckland) for $95/hour. I 
also present to institutions.
Please email Mark for more info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top).

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help Apple assistance
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iDevice news
Apple Watch and vision
Thefts of IOS devices are nothing new. 
The devices command a premium 
resale price and can be relatively 
easy to steal from unsuspecting 
commuters on public transit systems. 
Alex Jurgenson thinks the Apple 
Watch will help even more.

Apple may public-beta iOS
Apple’s public beta program for OS 
X Yosemite was quite successful, 
providing many Mac users who aren’t 
developers with the opportunity to 
try out the latest desktop operating 
system while increasing the size of the 
pool of testers.  
9to5Mac has reported Apple may be 
considering a similar public test of 
the upcoming iOS 8.3 beta (due in 
another month or so) and iOS 9, which 
will presumably arrive later this year.

OneNote’s major update
Microsoft recently announced a 
major feature update to OneNote 
for Apple’s slate, adding digital 
pen support. The latest version of 
OneNote for iPad brings handwriting 
and drawing, allowing you to make 
sketches on your slate.

Apple Watch ~ iOS public beta ~ Microsoft OneNote update
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iDevice news iPhone 6 ~ storage ~ developer money ~ Game Wizard

Astropad turns iPad into a graphics tablet for Mac
Heaven for a hardcore graphic artist or photo editor is a Wacom 
Cintiq, one of those fancy input devices that builds in a display 
and includes a pen stylus for drawing, painting, or retouching 
photos [a new model, btw, is due in NZ soon]. They’re amazing, 
but they’re pricey and not the most mobile. Astro-HQ is making 
software that transforms an iPad into a Mac graphics tablet. 
Founders Giovanni Donelli and Matt Ronge are former Apple 
engineers.

Makeovr lets iPhone users create blank spaces
 If you’ve ever found yourself despairing over Apple’s insistence 
that home screen icons be lined up neatly in rows, but can’t — or 
won’t — turn to jailbreak tweaks, a relatively new Web app called 
Makeovr has come to your rescue.

Deploying two-step security 
Stephen Robles writes that two-step verification adds an 
additional layer of protection to your Apple ID login by requiring 
users to enter their password plus a second, temporary number 
sent to a trusted device. Here’s how …

Dropbox adds iOS 8 sharing extension
Dropbox is now allowing users to upload files via iOS 8’s sharing 
menu. Any document that can be shared by the operating 
system’s built-in functionality can be uploaded directly to 
dropbox. This removes the need for users to open the Dropbox 
app itself or save files to Dropbox from third-party apps 
specifically designed to do so.

Microsoft Office integrates more cloud storage
Microsoft is continuing its open approach to cloud storage by 

hooking more third-party services into Office. The integration is 
only available in Office for iOS so far, but Microsoft is working on 
bringing the expanded cloud storage support to its Android- and 
Windows-based Office apps. And Macworld offers seven time-
saving Office for iOS tips.

Apple bumps up approved size for iOS apps
People looking for richer mobile apps may cheer Apple’s decision 
to double the size limit of those approved for sale. 
But those whose iPhones and iPads have smaller amounts 
of memory will need to download carefully because Apple is 
bumping up the maximum size of apps from 2GB to 4GB , marking 
the first time Apple has expanded the size limit since the App 
Store’s 2008 debut.

Six things Apple could fix in iOS 9
Susie Ochs reckons that rather than just cleaning up iOS and 
making sure all the bells and whistles added in iOS 7 and iOS 8 
work like they’re supposed to, she has some suggestions.

iPhone 6 Plus owners consume twice the data 
Apple iPhone 6 Plus owners outpace all other iPhone owners in 
data consumption, doubling the amount used by iPhone 6 owners 
and exceeding iPhone 3GS owners by a factor of ten. 
As reported by Citrix, the data consumption pattern of iPhone 6 
Plus owners mirrors that of tablet users. 

HealthKit in testing at 60% of  top US hospitals
An exclusive report by Reuters noted that 14 of the top 23 
hospitals in the US have already rolled out pilot programs using 
Apple’s iOS 8 Health app, or “are in talks to do so.” It has potential 
as a health monitor for patients.
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iOS Messages ~ Commands & hidden apps in Mac OStips&tricks
>>The standard iOS Messages app you 
use daily for text messages, including 
sometimes photos and even videos, can do 
even more than you think.

1/ Forward a message to someone else 
— To forward a message, tap and hold it, 
select More, then tap the forward arrow at 
bottom-right.

2/ Find out when a text message 
was sent or received — Tap and hold a 
message, then drag it from right to left 
to reveal its time stamp. This can be very 
handy (pictured below).

3/ Silence an annoying group thread — 
Open the message thread, tap Details, 
then flip the switch to Do Not Disturb.

4/ Delete old text and picture messages 
automatically — An individual text 

message takes up a miniscule amount 
of data on your phone, but eventually, 
they all add up — particularly if there are 
pictures or video clips attached. 
Or you might be one of those people who 
constantly wipes messages and emails …
Luckily, Messages has a handy setting that 
deletes older text and picture messages 
automatically, perfect for keeping your 
phone’s storage from getting junked up 
with ancient threads.
Open Settings, choose Messages, scroll 
down and tap Keep Messages (under the 
Message History heading). 
Then just decide how long you’d like to 

keep old text messages before they’re 
deleted: for 30 days, a whole year, or 
(keep) forever.

5/ See all the photos and videos in a 
message thread — Messages for iOS 8 
lets you view all the photos and video 
clips in a given message thread all at 
once.
Open a thread, tap the Details button 

in the top right corner of the screen, then 
scroll down to the Attachments section. 
Here you’ll find every picture, video clip, 
sound file or any other attachment you’ve 
traded with a fellow texter ready to be 
saved, forwarded, printed, or simply 
opened.

What Commands are — Once upon a time 
I would tell people ‘Command-P is print’ 
and they’d learn a new command. Over 
the last few years, people know so little 
about their Macs, I’ve had to say ‘hold the 
Command key down. There is a command 
key either side of your spacebar. While 
it’s held down, press the letter P.’ I’m not 
blaming people – it’s partly that your Mac 
is so easy to use these days, partly because 
your natural impulse it so click a menu 
and choose a command from there, and 
partly the fact that people get virtually 
no information at all with new Macs, but 
believe me, even learning a few commands 
will make your Mac use very much quicker 
and more efficient.
Where are these commands? Drop any 
menu and they’re listed to the right of all 
the menu items …

1/ Learn some commands —  Hopefully 
you already know that Command-P always 
means print, Command-C always means 
copy, and Command-V always means 
paste – in every any application. There 
are hundreds more keyboard shortcuts. 
Adding a few more to your repertoire 
is painless and easy. Shortcuts mean 
spending less time on the mouse, which in 
turn means a lower risk of Carpel Tunnel 
and Repetitive Stress Injury (RSI).
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Mac ‘hidden’ apps with the hidden powers ~ And some iOS 8 trickstips&tricks
2/ Command-click — This is one of my 
favourites: if you want to get to the Finder 
(or if you prefer to think of it this way, 
your desktop), but you can barely see it 
through all the open application windows, 
hold down the Command and Option keys 
together and click anywhere on any part 
of the desktop you can see past those 
windows. That key combination takes you 
to the Finder while hiding (not quitting, 
please note) all other applications at the 
same time. If you’re already in the Finder, 
you can type Command-Option-H for the 
same effect.

3/ Hide everything else — Command-
Option-click on any application icon in 
the Dock and it simultaneously hides all 
other open apps except that one. In this 
instance, Option is acting as a ‘modifier 
key’ to modify the Command key action.

4/ Applications folder — In another 
recent development, when I say to people 
‘there’s a handy Apple Calculator app in 
your Applications folder’ they say ‘What’s 
an Applications folder?’ Then I have to 
explain where it is and how to open it. 
This is because now Apple even hides your 
internal hard drive from you by default.
There’s even a shortcut for that: while 
you’re in the Finder, just type Command-

Shift-A. (Similarly, Command-Shift-U will 
bring you straight to the Utilities folder.)

5/ Talking about ‘hidden apps’: 
Dictionary — This is the Apple app that 
regulates all your spelling, bar Microsoft 
and Adobe app spelling. So this covers 
Apple Mail, Notebook, Text Edit and 
Pages, Numbers and Keynote, and many 
third-party apps use it too. But it doesn’t 
cover Word, Excel, Photoshop or InDesign, 
etcetera. Use the 
above tip to open 
it up, making sure 
you’re in the Finder 
as per the tip above 
that.
You know you’re in 
the Finder, btw, if it 
says Finder by the 
Apple menu at top 
left of your screen.
Open the app because you can open its 
Preferences and set your spelling to British 
English – yes, this is where you solve the 
color-colour problem. Dictionary is a very 
interesting little app in its own right, so it 
can do a whole lot more – for example, it 
has a built-in encyclopaedia.  There are a 
more special tricks and tips for Dictionary 
at the new Apple-centric site, Apple 
World Today.

1/ Found a lost iPhone? Siri can help you 
find its owner — There’s a way for you 
to be a Good Samaritan using Siri. Simply 
activate Siri on the phone, as this can be 
done even if the device is locked,and ask 
Siri “who does this phone belong to?”
Siri will give you the owner’s contact 
information from phone number to email 
depending on the user’s settings. 

2/ Save your hearing with the Late Night 
EQ option — Within iOS, there’s a setting 
that’s been around since iOS 6: a special 
EQ option that compresses whatever 
audio you’re listening to so that the loud 
stuff will be quieter and the quiet stuff 
louder. With this, you don’t have to turn 
your volume up so much when you’re on 
public transportation or in some other 
noisy place. 
For podcasts or iTunes movies, this is a  
pretty handy setting.
Open the Settings app, and then tap 
Music. Under that heading is EQ: tap 
that. Here you’ll see all sorts of audio 
adjustments you can try, including Treble 
Booster, Small Speakers and Rock. Most 
only apply to music, but Late Night works 
on video output, too.
Once you tap Late Night you’ll see the 
small checkmark appear next to it. Just 
remember to turn the EQ setting to 
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iOS 8 tips and some special search powers for Mactips&tricks
another option when you want to listen to 
music again.

3/ Hide iCloud iBooks — Sometimes 
under iOS 8 you don’t seem to be able to 
delete purchased books. When you try, 
you may see the book cover still there, 
except with a ‘download from iCloud’ 
symbol at its upper-right corner. 
This is pretty annoying if you want to get 
rid of books after reading them. Here’s 
how to fix it: go out to your main library 
view (by tapping the Library icon at top 
left if you’re in the middle of reading 
a book, or by tapping My Books at the 
bottom if you’re anywhere else). Then 
tap ‘All Books’ at top centre. On the next 
screen you’ll see your collections, but 
down at the bottom, the option you need 
is Hide iCloud Books.
Toggle that on, and you’ll only see the 
items you’ve actually downloaded to your 
device.

4/ Customise the App Switcher — One of 
the new features of iOS 8’s App Switcher 
is Recent Contacts. App Switcher appears 
when you double-click the Home button 
(the concave button at the bottom of 
every iPhone/iPad screen). This allows 
you to swipe left and right through your 
running apps to quickly change to another, 

and to swipe them upwards to properly 
‘quit’ them. Once quit, they’re not using 
system, processor, RAM or data resources. 
Anyway, iOS 8 added recent contacts in 
circles above the app display. You can take 
these out if you like (although I find them 
really handy, myself). 
Launch the Settings app and select 
Mail, Contacts, Calendar from the list of 
options. Now scroll down until you come 
upon the Contacts section where an 
option for ‘Show in App Switcher’ can be 
found. Here you can disable your recents, 
favourites or both from showing up.

5/ Create custom repeating events — 
Launch the Calendar app, create a new 
event, tap the Repeat setting, then tap 
Custom. Here, choose the frequency with 
which you’d like the event to repeat: daily, 
weekly, monthly, or yearly.
Next tap Every, and make a selection: once 
a month, for example. You can choose 
twice a month, three times a month and 
so on. Tap ‘Each’ if you want to create an 
event that repeats on a certain day, say, 
the 10th of each month, or tap ‘On the…’ 
to pick a specific day of the week, such as 
the first Thursday of every month.
Once you’ve made your selections, just 
back up to the New Event screen, then tap 
the Done button when finished.

1/ Spotlight does more than search; 
including converting from US dollars 
— By clicking on the magnifying glass in 
the upper-right corner of your screen (or 
press the keyboard shortcut ‘Command-
Spacebar’), you can do conversions of 
many different types, from currency to 
cooking. For example, if you type in a 
dollar amount, Spotlight assumes US 
dollars but knows where you are and 
immediately displays the NZ equivalent 
(above). Or start with the British pound 
symbol (Shift-3).

2/ Convert more than currency — 
Some other conversions available are 
temperature (by typing in something 
like “85F” or “650K”); weight (“540oz,” 
“25kg,” or “23 stone”); and measurement 
(“54yd” or “567mm”). If there’s a specific 
conversion you’re looking for, you can 
try typing that in instead (ie 6 yards to 
centimetres’ or even “6yd to cm”, as this 
works with either abbreviations or with 
the typed-out words.

3/ You can merge Calendars — 
Sometimes you end up with too many 
calendars,l but you don’t want to lose 
any events. Assuming you have your 
Mac backed up, as we’d hate anything 
to go wrong (or at least that you have 
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Calendar, file swapping, hiding things in Mac OS Xtips&tricks
your Calendar backed up), Open the 
Calendar program. From the list on the 
left, select the calendar you’d like to 
export the events from to merge together. 
From the menus at the top, choose 
File>Export>Export (shown below).

Save the resulting file out somewhere on 
your Mac. Now, within Calendar, choose 
File>Import, and then pick the .ics file that 
you just saved out. A pop-up window will 
appear, asking you which calendar you’d 
like to import the events to. Select OK 
afterward, and you’re done – the events 
from your exported calendar will merge 
with whichever one you chose, and then 
you can safely delete the original calendar 
by selecting it from the sidebar and 
pressing Command-Delete.
(In older versions of OS X, this process 
would duplicate events onto the calendar 
you imported them to. Under Yosemite 
with iCloud, however, this now moves 
the events to the new calendar, so you’ll 

see them disappear from the original. To 
make sure you’ve gotten the events where 
you want them to go, you can deselect all 
but one calendar from your sidebar and 
examine them each in turn.)

4/ Swap files between 
user accounts — Some 
people have several 
‘User Accounts’ set up 
on their Macs. 
That means several 
people (a couple, kids 
etc) can use the same 
Mac but keep their 

files separate, since you have to sign in to 
each account to see them. But how, if you 
don’t know each other’s 
passwords? Apple provides 
a Shared folder inside the 
Mac’s Users folder (found at 
the root level of the startup 
drive).
The Shared folder’s 
permissions are Read & 
Write, across the board.  
Anyone can put (or copy, by 
Option-dragging) a file into 
here, and any other user can 
see and open it. This saves 
all that messing about with 
USB drives.

5/ Hide others — Often, you have so many 
things open, you can get a bit confused 
as to what you’re working on or even 
looking at. I love this simple command 
combo that hides everything except the 
‘frontmost’ app – in other words, the 
app that’s running and using resources 
immediately, which you can see by looking 
at the app name next to the Apple 
menu at top left of your screen. This is 
it: Command-Option-H. In other words, 
while you are holding down Command and 
Option together, which I can do with my 
left thumb, press the H key. Instant clarity. 
This doesn’t quit anything else, it just 
removes them from view.

That’s it for this issue – seems short after the 2-months-in-1 previous issue. 
Comments, questions, suggestions please email me.  
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