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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site. You can store your issues of 
MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from Mavericks) to have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside iBooks) 
next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free to pass MagBytes on. 
MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by Mac NZ for this purpose 
only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on Mac NZ MagBytes Newsletter at top centre).

March 2015 ~ 
•2———Mac News ~ New 

MacBook, MacBook Pro 13 gets 
Force Touch, new keyboard 

hinted, Dow, design lab, Cook, 
diversity, storage. 

•4———Updates ~ iPhone to 
Photos, 10.10.3, USB-C, Boom 2, 

iOS 8.3, Apple TV, 60Hz 4K. 
 •5———Mac Help  

~ In Northland, Auckland & 
Christchurch. 

•6——— iOS & iDevice news 
~ Apple Watch & Apple Stores, 

Tinkerplay, Pivots, ResearchKit, 
Sci-Fi iPhone.  

•8———Tips & Tricks ~ Yosemite 
& Dictation, System Preferences, 

iOS & Keynote, Mac Function 
Keys, Safari gestures for iOS. 

•13———Shiny & New ~ New 
products from Ultimate Ears 

(Logitech) and Wemo (Belkin),

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

Apple release an all-new MacBook at an event this month, the 
first time in years a laptop has been available with no appellation 

like ‘Pro’ or ‘Air’. It’s available in three colours, has only one 
multi--use port, a 12-inch Retina display and a new trackpad.  

Oh, and Apple announced a watch. (Images: Apple Inc) 
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Mac News New MacBook ~ Force Touch ~ Glimpse of  new wireless keyboard

The MacBook
Only 13.1  millimetres thick, and weighing less than a 
kilogram at 901 grams, the new MacBook has 12-inch 
Retina display but despite all this, has a full-size 
keyboard which tales up almost all available space on 
the opened body. 
The Retina display means more, tinier pixels in the 
same space for a pin-point display. The MacBook 
is fitted with a new Intel Core M processor, a series 
launched late last year to power extremely light 
notebooks and tablets. But the new chips come with 
their own set of benefits and sacrifices, particularly 
for people considering other MacBook models.

13-inch MacBook Pro with Force Touch
At the same time Apple introduced a completely 
new laptop, designed new from the ground up, the 
MacBook’s Force Touch trackpad was added to the 
13-inch MacBook Pro line. 
Not just that, actually – it has the fifth-generation of 
Intel Core processors, faster flash storage and longer 
battery life. No doubt these features will migrate soon 
into the 15-inch. 

Wireless keyboard with backlight
Apple looks set to update its venerable wireless 
keyboard. The aluminium slab appeared on the 
company’s Czech online store with a tweaked layout 
and altered function keys that could indicate plans to 
add backlighting in the next version.
The Czech-language version appeared with a new 
power key in place of the eject key, an overdue change 
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More Mac news is collated online

Mac News Now in Dow Jones’ locker ~ Lab ~ Mad Money ~ Diversity ~ Storage

now that the only Apple product that 
ships with a disc drive is the legacy non-
Retina 13-inch MacBook Pro.

Apple stock on the Dow Jones 
The world’s most valuable company is now 
a part of the Dow Jones Industrial Average, 
as Apple officially became part of the 
index at the start of trading on Thursday 
19th March.

Secretive industrial design lab
Jony Ive’s design 
team has begun 
to emerge from 
the shadows, 
with some 
of Apple’s 
elite cadre 
of designers 
featured on 
the company’s 
revamped jobs 
microsite in a 
photo which 

THUNDERBOLT™ ADAPTERS 
AND CARD READERS

sonnettech.com

reveals virtually nothing apart from the 
fact there are at least two women on 
the team. Apparently the photo (below 
left) was taken within Apple’s top-secret 
industrial design lab. 
Now you’ve seen it, I’ll have to erase your 
memory ...

Tim Cook on Mad Money 
Apple CEO Tim Cook took to the airwaves 
with a surprise call into CNBC’s Mad 
Money show. In its 10th year and hosted 

by Jim Cramer, 
the show 
invites callers 
to talk about 
stocks. Cook’s 
conversation 
with Cramer 
lasted 7 minutes 
and covered a 
variety of topics 
including Apple 
Pay, ResearchKit 
and more.

More serious about diversity
Apple has donated more than US$50 
million (NZ$Loads) to organisations 
dedicated to helping minorities and 
women find jobs with tech companies. 
The money is going to the Thurgood 
Marshall College Fund and the National 
Center for Women and Information 
Technology, and Apple is also looking 
for ways to get tech industry training to 
military veterans.

New Mac? How much storage?
The most important consideration for any 
machine you buy is how much storage you 
need to have, posted MacObserver. True, 
but I still commonly find most people 
don’t know the difference between RAM 
(aka ‘memory’) and storage, which is just 
that. RAM is electronic headroom for your 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). 
Storage is where you keep things from 
files, documents, folders, songs, movies, 
pictures, applications and even Mac OS X.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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iPhoto update in preparation of  Photos
Apple has released a trio of software updates for Mac owners, 
including a bug and compatibility fix for iPhoto, and twin security 
updates for OS X 10.10.2, matched to different hardware. The one 
for iPhoto readies it for the migration to Photos.

Fifth OS X 10.10.3 beta added Recovery updates
Apple on Monday seeded an updated beta build of OS X 10.10.3 to 
developers and public beta testers, the fifth pre-release version 
of the company’s desktop operating system that brings updates 
to the new Photos app as well as OS X Yosemite’s recovery tools.

Memory corruption, URL disguising bugs in Safari
Apple released Safari 8.0.4, Safari 7.1.4 and Safari 6.2.4. 
The versions patch many memory issues, included memory 
corruption. The updates also address a WebKit issue that could 
allow malicious hackers to disguise a URL. 
MacObserver has more detail.

Apple’s iOS 8.3 Beta  
public for the first time
Apple has been offering public betas of OS X Yosemite for 
months, and now the company has added iOS 8 to its public beta 
program for the first time. 
The iPhone and iPad maker is now offering iOS 8.3 beta to some 
of its OS X public beta list, giving them a chance to work with the 
pre-release version of the mobile operating system ahead of its 
official launch. 
One of the improvements is for New Zealanders using Siri – New 
Zealand accent recognition! That will be good when it makes it 
into the OS properly, as our ‘iksent’ has been a real struggle so 
far. 

iOS 8.3 bypasses passwords on free apps 
Apple’s pre-release betas of iOS 8.3 include an option to disable 
password entry when downloading free applications from the 
App Store, removing a potential inconvenience for users.

Why Apple is banking on USB-C
Apple recently made a splash by announcing a new 12-inch 
MacBook that features a single port for both power and data 
transfers: USB-C, a new connector spec that may sweep away not 
just USB 2.0, but also Thunderbolt — and possibly even Apple’s 
Lightning.

Boom 2 promise much better audio for 20% off
Crafted exclusively for OS X Yosemite and comes with audio 
boosting, full equalizer controls and cool effects for enhanced 
Mac audio. I bought it – with the discount it comes to NZ$14.99 

and there’s a free trial.

Apple TV Adds TED, 
Tastemade, Young 
Hollywood – & Netflix

Apple TV added three new channels: TED, Tastemade, and Young 
Hollywood. Unlike some other channels on Apple TV that require 
a cable television subscription to view, the latest three are all 
free.

Early 2015 MacBook Air supports 60Hz 4K 
While Apple says that its latest MacBook Air will officially 
support external monitors with resolutions up to 2,560-pixels-
by-1,600-pixels, tests have shown that the slim portable can 
actually drive an external 4K display at a full 60Hz.

Updates Enough software and hardware updates to keep everyone happy

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Apple support & 
AppleCare
Apple’s official support pages 
are comprehensive and cover all 
aspects of Apple hardware and 
software – it’s here.
Plus there’s Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. 
Every new Mac has a one-year warranty 
and 90 days free phone support. 
AppleCare extends this all out to three 
years. Under NZ law, you are covered by 
the Consumer Guarantees Act against 
anything going wrong that comes 
down to parts failure within reasonable 
expectations (say, inside three years’ use), 
but be prepared to spend anxious time on 
the phone, sticking to your guns to get it 
fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 

If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. Go to MSN Ak’s web page 
or email Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 
available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in 
rest homes. This is a large, well-run and 
successful group.

Mac & iDevice training in Grey 
Lynn, Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac 
NZ – but I also run the Grey Lynn Sessions 
in Auckland (click on Training). This is the 
cheapest way to learn, at $40 per session 
in a friendly, group environment. A new 
series is starting Wednesday March 4th at 
7:30pm. Please email if you are interested 
in attending, as I only book a room when I 
can guarantee five attendees. The sessions 
are friendly, open to questions at all times 
and are backed up by handouts, and one 
is running now on Wednesday nights 
(7:30pm). I train (one-to-one at your home 
or workplace (in Auckland) for $95/hour. I 
also present to institutions.
Please email Mark for more info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top).

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help Apple assistance
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iDevice news
Apple Watch, Apple Store
The Apple Watch will soon be 
available in the US, Australia and 
other places, but not New Zealand, so 
far as we know, until some other time. 
The Watch experience at Apple Stores 
(these being Apple-owned shops that 
sell Apple stuff, and no, we don’t have 
any of those in New Zealand, only 
Apple Resellers) will be more like 
the experience of buying a wedding 
dress, to which my only response can 
be ‘Gah!’.
There’s a gallery page at Apple’s site 
where you can page through all of the 
gee-gaws I mean watches, and get 
the details on each specific model. 
You can will also be view the watches 
in Apple Stores (Australia has them) 
where you can find pricing info.
There’s even an  Apple’s Watch 
Sizing Guide (a PDF you can view 
online or download), which contains 
information on watch strap lengths.

Insanely fun Tinkerplay
Autodesk, makers of AutoCAD design 
software and the Spark 3D printing 
platform, want to make it easier for 
children of all ages to design their 
own 3D-printed items. The company 
recently released a new app called 

Apple Watch, Apple Stores ~ Tinkerplay lets you build robots

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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iDevice news Pivots ~ ResearchKit ~ CIA vs Apple ~ Scifi fantasies realised 

Tinkerplay that makes it easy to design your own army of robots. 
It’s free for iPad and iPhone.

Pivots is a fast, fun math game for iPhone
Pivots for iPhone (free with in-app purchase) is a clever little 
maths-based game The premise is simple: arrange a row of 
numbers so they add up to 15. Succeed and gain points. Fail, and 
lose time from the ticking clock. 

ResearchKit could revolutionise medical studies 
Apple introduced ResearchKit during its Apple Watch and 
MacBook media event, and within a day Stanford had 11,000 
people volunteering to remotely participate in a cardiovascular 
study. 
ResearchKit was designed to make it possible for clinics and 
research facilities to use iPhones to easily collect data from 
large groups, and based on the initial response it could markedly 
change how medical study data is collected.

The CIA’s secret war against Apple encryption
The US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) is engaged in an active 
campaign to break Apple’s encryption technologies in order to 
broaden its ability to surveil anyone, anywhere. 
According to The Intercept, the CIA has waged a multi-year 
effort to find vulnerabilities in iOS, iPhones, and iPads that it can 
exploit. [Good luck if they’re using Windows machines, then.)

Sci-fi fantasies realised with iPhone
Today, the iPhone is Dave Caolo’s Star Trek sci-fi fantasies realised 
– “and the reality is better than I ever imagined as a child”. 
He loved McCoy’s Tricorder, Kirk’s flip-open communicator and 
the rest.

Apple World Today’s Dave Caolo reckons iPhone has made all his  Star Trek-inspired sci-fi 
fantasies come true. I agree – personally, I’ve been using the Star Trek communicator 

sound for my ringtone for about six years already. It cuts through all other sounds. 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Dictation has improved  a lot with Yosemite – you talk, your Mac typestips&tricks
1/ Dictate your words instead of typing 
them — Your Mac can take your dictation 
and turn your words into text (you no 
longer need to buy Dragon Dictate). 
But it’s disabled by default. To enable 
it, launch System Preferences; select 
Dictation & Speech; and then click the 
Dictation tab.

Now click the On button. 
Enable the Use Enhanced 
Dictation checkbox if you want 
to use dictation without an 
Internet connection. Choose a 
language, if you need something 

other than English and your language is 
supported (but a lot are, from Catalan to 
Vietnamese) but even with English, you 
can choose US, Australian, UK or Canadian 
accents.
Add a keyboard shortcut to toggle 
dictation on and off without revisiting 
System Preferences’ Dictation & Speech 
pane. I made mine Control-F15 by 
selecting Customise (sic).
Finally, choose a microphone by clicking 
the little inverted caret below the 
microphone icon and selecting the mic 
you want to use – if, of course, you have 
more than the internal one each Mac has.
The mic icon becomes your audio level 
meter; make a loud noise like a clap or a 
whoop and watch it bounce up and down.
Now, to dictate to your Mac, launch 

your favourite word processor and turn 
on dictation using the keyboard shortcut 
you created and just start talking. The 
words appear on in your word processor 
document like magic– especially if you have 
one of the supported accents, anyway.

2/ Advanced dictation tricks — You can 
enable advanced dictation commands 
to do even cooler stuff like edit text and 
control other functions on your Mac using 
only your voice.
Launch System Preferences again, but this 
time select the Accessibility pane.
Click Dictation in the list on the left. Click 
the Dictation Commands button, and 
check the Enable Advanced Commands 
checkbox.
Now you can speak advanced commands 
such as: select the next or previous word, 
sentence, or paragraph.
Go to the beginning or end of a word, 
sentence, paragraph, or document.
Undo; Redo; Cut, Copy, or Paste
Switch to or launch applications. It’s not 
as powerful as, and lacks many advanced 
features of, a dedicated speech recognition 
program like Dragon Dictate, it still works 
well enough.

3/ Turn icon labels on in the toolbar — 
Hold the Control key on your keyboard 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Delving into System Preferences ~ Medley for iOS 8 including Keynotetips&tricks
down and click in the grey area at the top 
of a Finder window – this area is called the 
Title Bar. This triggers a ‘Contextual Menu’ 
that lets you turn on Icon and Text instead 
of the default Icon – now you can tell what 
those icons actually stand for. (This works 
in many programs, like Apple Mail for 
instance.)
A Control-click is a right click, if you have 
that feature turned on for a mouse or 
trackpad. You can also choose Customize 
from the pop-out list to do what we talk 
about next …

4/ Customise Mac OS X’s Finder toolbars 
— In the Finder, go to the View menu and 
choose Customize [sic] Toolbar or initiate 
it with a Control-click as above.
Now you can add or remove items by 
dragging and dropping for the range 
such as Dropbox, Connect (to remote 
locations), Get Info, Quick Look, Path (my 
personal must-have) and more. 
Adjust them in the order you want, and 

you can finally have something useful up 
there to help with Finder file navigation 
and management.

5/ Spotlight’s Privacy feature — You 
might have a folder full of embarrassing or 
otherwise private (banking, for example) 
files. 
You might have buried that folder 10-deep 
in an obscure place, but a Spotlight search 
will uncover those files in a jiffy.
Luckily, Spotlight has a built-in way to 
exclude certain folders – or even entire 

external hard drives – from its searches.
Open System Preferences, choose 
Spotlight, select the Privacy tab, and then 
click the plus button at the lower-left to 
add a new folder to the list or just drag 
items into that white box from the Finder. 
The folders you add and their contents 
are then excluded from searches when 
someone else gets onto your Mac – as long 
as you remember that yourself, of course.

1/ Per-account Mail signatures — Yes, it’s 
possible. A lot of people only have one 
email account on their iPhone or iPad, 
but many have two or more. On my Mac 
I have different signatures for different 
email accounts, as I use them for different 
things, and you can do this in iOS 8 too. 
Open Settings, choose Mail, Contacts and 
Calendars and scroll down to Signatures. 
Tap ‘Per Account’ (which you’ll only see if 
you have more than one account already 
set up) and configure-away. You can even 
‘copy’ artwork from another app and 
‘paste’ it in here for more sophisticated 
signatures with logos etc.

2/ Accessing Handoff with your device 
unlocked — Using Handoff to swap 
between your iOS devices and your Mac 
to complete documents, emails, and 
messages is a neat new ability with iOS 8 
and Yosemite. 
Opening a Handoff-capable program on 
your Mac (and, if necessary, firing up an 
email or a document) will let you swipe 
up from the lower-left corner of your lock 
screen to continue that work on your iOS 
device. But you don’t actually need to 
lock your iPhone or iPad to access your 
Handoff stuff; all you’ve need to do is go 
to so-called App Switcher, which you’ll 
see whenever you double-click your Home 
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iOS 8 tips continued ~ Mac Function Keys (aka ‘F Keys’)tips&tricks
button. Then, to see what Handoff has 
waiting for you, just swipe from left to 
right.
That reveals what you can access from 
your Mac or your other iOS devices. Tap 
that to open your work on your current 
gadget.

3/ Keynote on iPad — Did you know you 
can delete old Keynote presentations? 
Open Keynote on your iPad and click on 
Presentations. Tap the one you want to 
delete and hold your finger on it until your 
presentations start to wiggle (ie, exactly 
the same as getting into Edit Mode on your 
Home screen). 
Tap that presentation a second time and 
you will see a blue box around it. Now just 
tap the trash can in the upper left corner 
and you will see the option to delete it.

4/ Undo Actions — In Keynote on iPad, 
there’s no need to manually save changes 
as you work. Keynote automatically saves 
your work about every 30 seconds. 
But you can always undo your recent 
actions if you don’t want to save them: tap 
Undo in the top-left corner of the screen.

5/ Add transitions — If you don’t have 
a Mac and have to create your Keynote 
from scratch on your iPad, or you want to 

make changes when you are away from 
your Mac, you can still add or change 
transitions.
Tap once on the slide you want to add the 
transition to. You’ll see ‘Double-tap to 
edit’ fields. Tap the slide thumbnail on the 
left and you’ll see, near the top in white-
on-black text, ‘Transitions’.
Tap on the transitions option and, in the 
effects tab, scroll down to select the 
transition you want – you can choose your 
effect by scrolling.

One more — Tap on the Options tab to 
set other requirements. If you want to 
add an identical transition to multiple 
slides, a quick way to do it is create the 
transition on a single blank slide and then 
duplicate that slide as many times as 
necessary. 

(This works on your Mac or your iPad.)

1/ Function Keys — Almost a legacy in 
this day and age, the F Keys (Function 
Keys) on keyboards perform standalone 
functions on Macs: raise and lower screen 
brightness, launch Mission Control and 
Spaces and more. You should be able to 
figure out what they do just by looking at 
them – a simple press and that’s what you 
get, except with some MacBooks, which 
can have multiple functions assigned so 
add a Function (‘fn’)  key into the mix: if 
you have a MacBook, try the keys, and if 
they don’t do anything, try holding in the 
Function key while you do so. To add the 
function options listed below, you may 
need to hold in fn and option to activate 
the individual Preferences.
MacBooks also have two extra functions 
assigned to F5 and F6, compared to Macs 
– these control the backlighting of the 
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Some helpful, time-saving gestures for Safari on iPad and iPhonetips&tricks
keyboard for typing in the dark.
2/ Option Keys to launch certain 
preferences — Certain F-keys (the F1, 
F2 etc keys along the top of every Mac 
keyboard) can be pressed along with 
the Option key to open their associated 
preferences.
Try this: hold down the Option key Option 
and press the F1 or F2 to open the Displays 
System Preferences pane. This makes 
sense, as the F1 and F2 control screen 
brightness.

3/ Keyboard — Option-F3 or Option-F4 
opens the Mission Control settings. 
Option-F5 or Option-F6 brings you to the 
keyboard preferences if you’re using a 
laptop with a backlit keyboard

4/ Sound — Option-F10, Option-F11 
and Option-F12 all open the Sound 
preferences.

5/ F8’s special power — F8 is the play/
pause button if iTunes is running. But if 
iTunes isn’t open, pressing that key by 
itself launches the program.
If iTunes is already running, F8 may start 
your music playing, depending on where 
you were last in the application. (This 
may also explain if you’ve ever had iTunes 
launch inadvertently.)

1/ Close tabs more easily — The new 
Safari in iOS 8 boasts an eye-popping 
view of all your open tabs – just tap the 
Tabs button at top right to see your tabs 
stacked in a scrollable 3D stack. But to 
close a tab, you need to tap the tiny X 
in the upper-left corner of the tab. It’s 
doable, but it can be tricky, especially if 
you’re trying to use an iPhone with one 

hand. Instead, just swipe the tab you 
want to close from right to left. (Left to 
right won’t work.) It’ll slide off the screen, 
closing itself in the process.

2/ Rearrange your tabs — There’s a 
good chance you already knew you could 
rearrange your Safari tabs on iPad — just 
hold and drag a tab at the top of the 
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Some cool, time-saving gestures for Safari on iPad and iPhonetips&tricks
screen left or right (as you can in Safari on 
Mac). 
But you can rearrange Safari tabs on iPhone, 
too. Go back to the tabs view in Safari by 
tapping the tab button in the lower-right, 
tap and hold a tab, then drag it up or 
down. 
When you do, the other tabs move out of 

the way, making room above or below for 
the tab you’re dragging. [This also works in 
the square-button-based Horizontal View, 
when you turn the iPhone on its side.]

3/ Hold the Back button — No need to 
dig into your History to see your recently 
visited pages. Instead, just tap and hold 
the Back button. Now you can jump back 
two, three, five, or 10 pages. when you 
tap-and-hold the Back button (the left-
facing triangle at the top left of the Safari 
screen), you get a History list of the pages 
you visited recently in that current tab. 
(To see your history across all tabs, you 
still have to go to the History list in the 
Bookmarks menu.) Tap a page in the menu 
to jump to it, of course – and this trick 
works with the Forward button, too.

4/ Swiping through pages — Speaking of 
the Back and Forward buttons, there’s no 
need to tap those buttons to back up or 
skip forward one page, assuming you have 
tapped links on pages to get where you 
are. Instead, starting from just outside the 
edge of the screen, swipe from left to right 
to go back. 
To go forward, swipe from right to left.

5/ Swipe to close a tab on another 
device — To close a Safari tab on your Mac 

desktop using the iPhone in your hand, 
if all your Macs (running Mountain Lion 
or later), iPhones and iPads (running iOS 
6 or later) are connected to your iPhone 
account, you can already view all the open 
Safari tabs on any of those devices, thanks 
to iCloud Tabs.
If you swipe one of those open tabs from 
right to left, a Delete button will appear. 
Tap it to remotely close the open tab 
on the other device. It can take up to a 
minute, though.

Extra: hidden Safari buttons — Just pull 
down the Favorites [sic] window to reveal 
a pair of hidden Safari buttons called Add 
to Favorites and Request Desktop Site. 
When you tap the address bar at the top 
of the screen, a window with buttons for 
all your Favorite sites will appear. Usually 
you’d just tap one of those icons to jump 
to that site, or type a search query or URL 
into the address bar itself.

Extra Extra — If you pull down on the 
Favorites window, you’ll see two more 
options new in iOS 8: ‘Add to Favorites’ 
adds the current page to that Favorites 
grid, and ‘Request Desktop Site’ requests 
the full desktop version of the current 
page, instead of its mobile-optimised 
version.
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Wemo home automation devices ~ New Logitech MegaBoomshiny&new
Ultimate Ears MegaBoom
Logitech’s latest portable wireless 
speaker  is well named, as it’s even louder 
– startlingly so – and more bassy than its 
predecessor. The sound comes out in 360 
degrees sound with deep bass and since 
it’s tough and waterproof, you can take it.
So waterproof, Logitech reckons, you 
can actually drop it in the pool and it will 
survive. Quite how sound can come out 
where water can get in I don’t know. 
Charge it up for 20 hours music.
Run it as-is as your Mac or iDevice sound 
system or use the free UE MegaBoom  app 
to set audio profiles, use a 5-band EQ or 
even set a musical alarm that will have you 
leaping out of bed. 
It comes in dark grey, red, blue or purple 
for NZ$399.90.
The setup guide (you can run two Booms 
at once and pair any one to two devices) 
is best read online, I found. More info at 
Logitech NZ.

Wemo home automation
Why buy an automated home when, with 
Wemo, you can automate your home? 
Belkin’s home automation series keeps 
growing and soon every part of the range 
will be available in New Zealand. 
The NetCam is a glossy little white device 
with a pedestal and mount that lets you 
point it in almost 
any direction at 
most angles, and 
the base plate, with 
a little fiddling, 
becomes a wall 
mount. Designed 
for internal use, 
NetCam comes 
with a power supply 
and (via a free app) 
can send video 
direct to your iDevice, and you can use that 
to snap pictures. It even supports night 
vision, all for RRP NZ$159.99.

LightSwitch
This takes a little wiring, as you have to 
replace your wall switch with the Wemo. 
It only works with a single wall switch, but 
then it glows subtly at night. But that’s 
not all – it joins your wifi network and you 
can control it from your iPhone. NZ$89.95.

Switch+Motion
Wi-Fi enabled WeMo Switch and WeMo Motion 
Kit gives you wireless control of your home 
appliances and electronics, turning devices of 
your choice on when movement is detected. 
The sensor plugs into an outlet and detects 
motion up to 3 metres away. NZ$159.95.
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