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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site. You can store your issues of 
MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from Mavericks) to have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside iBooks) 
next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free to pass MagBytes on. 
MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by Mac NZ for this purpose 
only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on Mac NZ MagBytes Newsletter at top centre).

October 2015 ~

•2——Mac News ~ Solar moves, 
new iMacs, MacKeeper, Magic 
Apple accessories, Facebook, 
laptop screens, NZ price rises. 

•4——Updates ~ 10.11.1, RAW, 
iTunes, Find Friends, Pages, iWork 

online, Match, Pixelmator,  
iMovie, more Flash problems. 

 •5——Mac Help ~ In Northland, 
Auckland & Christchurch. 

•6—— iOS & iDevice news 
~ iPhone 6s, Facebook, iOS 
9.1, iPhone 7, anti-bullying, 

Runkeeper, iRig Lav, iPad, Apple 
TV, Live Photos 

•8——Tips & Tricks ~ Notes 
in Mac OS and iOS, El Capitan, 

Special Characters, Up Next 
•15——Shiny & New ~ iRig 

Keys 25, STM Grace laptop tote, 
Collocations Dictionary app, 

Dragon Dictate

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

Apple has updated the iMacs and made all screens to the Retina high resolution standard. 
(Image from Apple’s online store)
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Mac News Apple’s solar moves in polluted China, new iMacs, MacKeeper lawsuit

Apple steps up solar moves in China
Apple is increasing its already aggressive 
environmental game in China. The company recently 
announced an initiative to reduce the carbon footprint 
of both itself and its manufacturing partners. Apple 
said it had constructed a 40-megawatt solar power 
plant in Sichuan Province, and that it would help its 
manufacturers install 2 gigawatts of clean energy 
production in future. Another 200 Gigawatts solar is 
planned, according to Forbes.
The irony in this announcement is rich when many on 
the political right in the US equate environmentalism 
with the ‘commies,’ yet avowedly Communist 
China has few regulations designed to protect its 
environment, and even fewer actually enforced.
iMacs updated across the line

New 27-inch iMac can take 64GB RAM
The newly introduced “Apple iMac with 27-inch Retina 
5K display Late 2015” models just released are able to 
support higher memory configurations (but not the 
previous models). 
Prior iMac 27-inch with Retina Display models support 
a maximum of 32GB. OWC already has that RAM 
available.  (The new 4K 21.5-inch iMac uses soldered 
RAM, so you’re stuck with the 8GB or 16GB you order 
along with the all-in-one.)

MacKeeper lawsuit
The number of claimants has surprised even 
experienced class-action attorneys.

61 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna 09 486 1493

Authorised to service iPod, 
iPad and Mac

www.istorenz.com

Enhancing Your Apple Experience

Scan QR Code to quickly 
get in touch with iStore
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Mac News Magic new accessories, Facebook, laptop screens, NZ price rises

Magic Trackpad 2, Magic Mouse
With the introduction of Magic Trackpad 
2 and Magic Mouse 2, Apple offers two 
solid upgrades to its peripheral accessory 
lineup, but in Apple Insider’s estimation 
only one is worthy of the ‘magic’ moniker.
Apple’s new Magic Mouse 2 isn’t that 
much different from the original Magic 
Mouse to look at, but has major changes 
that affect how the mouse moves and a 
new built-in battery but nothing to make 
you ditch your current mouse.
The Magic Trackpad 2 is shockingly large 
and blindingly white and looks kind of a 
like a futuristic thing you’d find in a high-
tech kitchen.
The Magic Keyboard is a pretty nice 
Bluetooth keyboard that charges with 
a Lightning cable. Whether that’s worth 
Apple’s somewhat steep US$99 (NZ$189!) 
asking price is up to you (keep in mind 
Apple’s older, now-defunct Wireless 
Keyboard was only US$69). But the new 
Magic Keyboard is slim, compact and 
pleasant to type on. [Can’t beat my Apple 
wired extended keyboard. That numeric 

trackpad is great for gaming and Final Cut, 
Logic, and it never runs out of batteries or 
needs recharging and costs NZ$95 – MW.]

Facebook Mac resource hog too
After years of being overlooked, there’s 
recently been a lot of attention paid to 
Facebook’s iOS app and it’s over-use of 
background resources. Facebook has 
indicated its aware of – and working on – 
the problem. But Facebook runs rampant 
on Mac too, using more RAM than just 
about every other app – and definitely 
every other web page – you have open.

Mac Laptop reflective issue
Apple has issued an internal notice for a 
new Quality Program to address anti-
reflective coating issues on MacBook and 
MacBook Pro models with Retina displays. 
These issues include the anti-reflective 
coating on displays sometimes wearing 
off or delaminating. Apple will replace 
affected Retina displays for free for 
MacBook or MacBook Pro models with 
Retina displays within three years of the 

date of original 
purchase, or one 
year from October 
16, 2015, whichever 
is longer.

NZ price rises
The strong US 
dollar has hit NZ 
prices. Apple has 
raised prices on the 
MacBook, MacBook 
Air, MacBook Pro, 
Mac mini and Mac 
Pro in Australia, 
Brazil, New Zealand, 
Norway, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Thailand 
and Turkey. 
Here, the rises 
were high and also 
include GST. A 12-
inch Retina display 
MacBook used to 
start at NZ$1999; 
now from NZ$2399. 
The base model Mac 
Pro saw the price 
jump from NZ$4499 
to NZ$5699. 
(Malaysia’s rises 
were even higher.)

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Apple releases OS X 10.11.1
Apple has issued its first incremental update for OS X 10.11 El 
Capitan, offering a number of bug fixes and improvements 
related to Office 2016, Mail, VoiceOver and more, as well as more 
than 150 new emoji characters. OS X 10.11.1 is now available as 
a free download on the Mac App Store. In the release notes, 
Apple states the update improved the stability, compatibility, 
and security of a user’s Mac. One of its features is improved 
compatibility for Microsoft Office 2016.

RAW Support for 5 new cameras 
The update covers new models from DxO, 
Panasonic, and Pentax in Digital Camera 
RAW Compatibility Update 6.1.7.

iTunes 12.3.1
Apple revs iTunes to version 12.3.1 — Apple has revved iTunes 
to version 12.3.1. The upgrade is available at the Mac App Store 
under Updates. Apple only says “this update improves overall 
stability and performance.” However, it contains new iTunes 
Terms & Conditions and adds Apple TV, tvOS & Downloadable 
Content References.

Find Friends comes to the Web via iCloud.com 
Apple’s Find My Friends service can now be accessed from any 
mobile device, including a Windows PC, thanks to its debut on 
the iCloud.com portal.

Apple’s Pages for Mac OS X better than hoped 
Dennis Sellers reckons Apple did a fine job in upgrading its 
iWork apps — Pages, Numbers and Keynote — for Mac OS X. “I 

was beginning to fear the utilities were suffering from neglect, 
but, thankfully, I’ve been proven wrong. The Pages upgrade is 
especially sweet.”

iWork online in iCloud finally dropped Beta tag 
Apple finally got rid of the beta tag from the iCloud versions 
of Pages, Numbers, and Keynote on Friday. The company also 
rolled out updates for the iOS and OS X versions of the apps with 
support for 3D Touch, Split View, and more.

Music Match improvements
Apple is working on increasing the 
number of songs supported by its music 
library matching services to 100,000 
before year’s end.

Pixelmator for Mac gets El Capitan optimisations
Pixelmator for Mac has been updated to version 3.4, adding 
optimisation for OS X El Capitan, and a new Photos extension 
founded on Apple’s Metal graphics technology.

iMovie for iOS gets 4K video support for iPad Air 2
Apple has released an update to the iMovie video editing app for 
iOS, bringing 4K support to iPad Air 2 hardware running iOS 9.1 
and addressing a number of bugs including an import issue with 
iCloud Drive.

Apple blocks old, unsafe Adobe Flash
Following the discovery and subsequent fix of yet another critical 
Adobe Flash vulnerability last week, Apple activated its Web 
plug-in blocking capability for OS X Safari to protect Mac users.

Updates Watch os2 ~ iTunes ~ OS 10.11 & iOS 9 ~ Photos extensions are coming
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Apple support & AppleCare
Apple’s official support pages are 
comprehensive and cover all aspects of 
Apple hardware and software – it’s here.
Plus there’s Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. 
Every new Mac has a one-year warranty 
and 90 days free phone support. 
AppleCare extends this all out to three 
years. Under NZ law, you are covered by 
the Consumer Guarantees Act against 
anything going wrong that comes 
down to parts failure within reasonable 
expectations (say, inside three years’ use), 
but be prepared to spend anxious time on 
the phone, sticking to your guns to get it 
fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 

If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. Go to MSN Ak’s web page 
or email Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 
available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.

Eden Roskill — This Auckland branch has 
an Apple interest group. 

Papakura — Mac Interest Group meets 
every 1st, 3rd and 4th week of the month 
9.30 to Noon. An iPad Interest Group 
meets every 3rd Tuesday at 1pm
An “Introduction to iPad” course run on 
demand.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in 

Mac & iDevice training in Grey 
Lynn, Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac 
NZ – but I also run the Grey Lynn Sessions 
in Auckland (click on Training). This is the 
cheapest way to learn, at $40 per session 
in a friendly, group environment. A new 
series is starting Wednesday March 4th at 
7:30pm. Please email if you are interested 
in attending, as I only book a room when I 
can guarantee five attendees. The sessions 
are friendly, open to questions at all times 
and are backed up by handouts, and one 
is running now on Wednesday nights 
(7:30pm). I train (one-to-one at your home 
or workplace (in Auckland) for $95/hour. I 
also present to institutions.
Please email Mark for more info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top).

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help Apple assistance, consumers, help, support

rest homes. This is a large, well-run and 
successful group.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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iDevice news
iPhone 6s stops listening
The 6s uses its M9 coprocessor for 
“Hey Siri” input, allowing it to always 
listen for voice commands. Well, 
almost always: an iPhone 6s stops 
listening for ‘Hey Siri’ when it’s in 
your pocket or face down on a table.

Facebook issues partial fix
The Facebook app for iOS has been 
the target of a lot of abuse from users 
lately thanks to its propensity to use 
more power than it should. Finally, 
Facebook pushed out a partial fix 
to the app and explained what was 
causing the battery-killing issue. [Bad 
coding, one might guess.]

iOS 9.1 enables News app
The iOS 9.1 update activated the 
News app for users in the UK and 
Australia, users and Apple itself 
confirmed on Thursday. [Not for NZ, 
though.]

iPhone 7 speculation begins
The iPhone 6s and 6s Plus went on 
sale less than a month ago, so, of 
course, it’s time for the rumours and 
speculation about iPhone 7 to begin.

iPhone 6s listens smartly, iPhone 7, Facebook app, emoji
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iDevice newsAnti-bullying emoji, Runkeeper, lav mic, Apple TV, Live photos

Anti-bullying emoji solves Beta mystery
While iOS 9.1 was still in beta testing, some 
testers noticed a new emoji that looked like 
an eye in the middle of a speech bubble. 
In fact, that’s what Apple called it: the 
‘eye-in-speech-bubble’. A lot of people were 
wondering what the heck it was all about. We 
now know it’s the symbol of an anti-bullying 

campaign called ‘I Am A Witness’.

Runkeeper’s new native Apple Watch
The team behind popular fitness app Runkeeper has launched an 
anticipated native Apple Watch companion app that lets users 
track runs without lugging around the paired iPhone.

iRig Mic Lav Lavalier Mic for Broadcast
IK Multimedia has released iRig Mic Lav, a Lavalier (clip-on) 
mic aimed at broadcast professionals for recording interviews 
and the like right to your iPhone. It’s chainable, so you can use 
two mics for one recording, and you can monitor straight from 
the device through an audio jack. For the mic itself, the device 
features an omnidirectional condenser capsule with a 30Hz-16kHz 
frequency range. It 
also comes with a 
foam pop shield, a 
mounting clip, and 
what the company 
calls a “generous 
cable length.” It’s 
shipping now at 
US$49.99/€49.99 and 
should reach New Zealand before Christmas.

Next-gen Apple TV will go on sale Labour Day
At a Wall Street Journal Digital Live conference, Apple CEO Cook 
discussed a variety of topics, including the next gen Apple TV. 
He says it will go on sale Monday, October 26 (New Zealand’s 
Labour Day), and would ship later in that week. It will cost US$149 
for a 32GB model and $199 for a 64GB version; NZ prices TBA.

Japan has major firms going all iPad
Apple’s mobile enterprise ambitions are beginning to shift 
the market in Japan, where large architecture, engineering, 
construction and operations firms have already moved to 

standardise on iOS and iPads for their 
enterprise tablets.

How to enable Live Photos on 
iPhone 6s
The Harry Potter-style Live Photos you can 
take with the iPhone 6s and iPhone 6s Plus are 
really cool, fun to share, and easy to take. That 
doesn’t, however, mean it’s obvious how to 
enable Live Photos. 
(Image, left, from Apple Inc)

Apple pulled 250+ iOS apps
Researchers at SourceDNA, an analytics service that profiles the 
Apple and Android app stores, say they’ve found more than 250 
iOS apps that violate Apple’s App Store privacy policy forbidding 
the gathering of email addresses, installed apps, serial numbers, 
and other personally identifying information that can be used to 
track users. 
And Apple has addressed the issue.
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Notes in Mac OS 10.11 has some powerful new featurestips&tricks
1/ Get to Notes from different places 
— Via many apps on your Mac, you now 
have the ‘Notes’ option when you click on 
the familiar sharing arrow in the toolbar. 
This works, for example, in Safari, Maps, 
and while you’re viewing documents in 
programs like Preview or Pages.
In Pages you can even right- or Control-
click and get the Share option after you’ve 
selected some text – handy if you want to 
add just a portion of a document to a note.

2/ Append to an existing Note — When 
you share whatever info you’re looking at 
to a note, you’ve got the option not only to 
create a new note but to append the stuff 
to an existing one. This choice comes after 
you’ve picked Notes to share to using the 
methods above. 
Afterward, you’ll get a box with a bottom 
drop-down menu which lets you pick 
which note to add the item to (or choose 
New Note if you prefer). [These tips came 
from MacObserver.]

3/ Add links to Notes — You can embed 
links for websites and add images, too. In 
Safari, Contacts, Photos, and Notes itself, 
the Share menu offers a Notes option 
along with email, Messages, AirDrop 
Twitter, LinkedIn options and more. If 
you’re on a website you can save links, 

photos, text and more to a note by tapping 
the Share button and choosing Notes.

4/ Add locations to Notes — Planning a 
trip? To add a map location a Note, while 
you’re in Maps, click the Share icon and 
choose Notes, then you can choose to 
add the map location to the note of your 
choice. 
After that, double-clicking on the location 
in Notes to load up the map. 
This is particularly good because Maps 

doesn’t support multiple location pins like 
Google Earth does.

5/ Notes sync — The Notes app syncs with 
other Macs and iOS devices via iCloud. 
This means you can, for example, create 
a note on your Mac and check it on your 
iPhone when you’re out and about– as 
long as they’re signed into the same iCloud 
account, of course. So the notes you made 
on your Mac back at home of the office are 
in your pocket/bag/etc.
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Notes in iOS 9 has tricks, tootips&tricks
1/ Create a new checklist from scratch — 
Open Notes and click the pencil and pad 
icon at the lower right of the screen. On 
the new note screen, just above the soft 
keyboard (or at the bottom-right of the 
note boundary) is an action menu button 
represented as a gray circle with a plus 
sign. This small icon is the hub from which 
you can create checklists, format text, and 
insert pictures and drawings.
Tap the action button, then select the 
checklist button on the left (an encircled 
checkmark). 
An empty circle should appear in the 
note, after which your first item can be 

entered. This circle is interactive – in other 
words, tapping it will enter a tick, offering 
visual confirmation that a task has been 
completed, as in the Reminders app.

2/ Make empty checklist buttons — 
These can be inserted after the fact by 
placing the cursor over a line of text 
and clicking on the checklist button in 
the action menu. Similarly, highlighting 
multiple lines of text and tapping the 
checklist button creates a multi-item list.

3/ Import lists; shopping lists — Lists 
can be imported by performing a copy 
and paste operation on text from emails, 
messages and other apps, then turned into 
an interactive checklist using the methods 
above. While shopping, simply tap the 
circle next to an item to tick it off the list.

4/ Share formatted checklists — These 
can be shared with people via email, 
Messages and more by tapping on the 
share button in the top-right corner of the 
screen. Further, activating iCloud syncing 
in Settings > iCloud > Notes automatically 
sends notes and real time changes to all 
your iOS and Mac devices.

5/ Draw! While you’re playing around in 
Notes, note (ha ha) you can now freehand-

draw shapes and crude pictures with 
your fingertip or a stylus by tapping that 
squiggly line at the right of the action 
bar. You can also add pictures from your 
Photos app or the camera by tapping the 
camera icon.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes


>> >>

Mac NZ

page

10

‘MagBytes’, 
‘Mac NZ’, this 
document & all 
Intellectual  
Property 
Rights are all 
owned by Hip  
Enterprises/
Mark  
Webster 2015. 
Copyright 
Mark  
Webster/ 
Mac NZ/ 
Hip Enterprises 
2010-2015.  
No reprinting 
or republish-
ing without 
permission. 
For  
permission,   
email 
Mac NZ 

MagBytes
#69

tips&tricks
1/ How to mute video ads in El Capitan’s 
Safari — Don’t you hate it when you have 
several open browser tabs in Safari and 
one of them starts blasting out unwanted 
music or an ad? You can eliminate the 
problem with Safari in Mac OS X El 
Capitan. Now you can mute music/noise 
even without knowing which tab it’s 
coming from, right from the Smart Search 
field in the web browser. If you’re listening 
to audio in one tab and another website 
starts to play, you can mute the one you 
don’t want to hear. And if you want total 
silence, you can mute all audio from your 
browser, too.
Find the audio icon in the smart search 
bar. Click it and you’ll see an option to 
mute the offending tab. Click it again to 
start the audio. To disable the sound for 
all other tabs while still listening to 
one, click and hold the sound icon on 
the tab you want to hear.
A menu will appear with two 
options: Mute This Tab and Mute 
Other Tabs.
Click on Mute Other Tabs.
All sounds from your other tabs will 
be muted.
To unmute the other tabs, click 
and hold on the sound icon on 
your current tab and then click on 
Unmute Other Tabs.

2/ Find your friends — You can now see 
your friends’ locations right on your El 
Capitan Mac. Click on the little three-lined 
Notification Center icon at the very top-
right of your screen.
When the panel opens, go to the very 
bottom of the Today tab and click 
Edit, where you’ll see a list afterwards 
of all unused widgets you can add to 
Notification Centre. Press the plus button 
next to Find My Friends and you’ll be asked 
to allow the app permission to use your 
location data. Grant it permission, and all 
of your friends using the Find My Friends 
app on iOS devices will appear, along with 
their distances from you. To get more 
details on someone’s location, just click on 
them, and a teeny map appears.

3/ Smarter Spotlight finds weather — 
Apple’s search tool, Spotlight, is even 
smarter in Mac OS X El Capitan. You can 
now use it to check stock prices, weather 
conditions and forecasts, sports scores, 
schedules and standings. 
To use Spotlight to find out local weather, 
or conditions in another city, just type in 
‘Weather in [location]’ (above.

4/ Natural language searches — You can 
also search with Spotlight to find a file 
using natural language. Simply type “email 
from Steve Sande in September,” “Word 
docs I worked on yesterday,” “photos I 
took last month,” etc, and Spotlight helps 
track down those items.

5/ F3 Mission Control redefined — In Mac 
OS X Yosemite, when you press F3 
(or the key that represents Mission 
Control on your keyboard – this 
is marked with three small boxes 
on Mac keyboards), documents 
associated with apps are gathered 
together, overlapping each other. 
But in El Capitan things are a little 
simpler and clearer. 
You see minimised views of all the 
documents you had open so you can 
see and select the one you want.

El Capitan added ‘natural language’ Spotlight searches and more
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tips&tricks
1/ Quick special characters — If you 
dabble in graphic design or publishing or 
you just like writing café properly (instead 
of cafe) you’ll eventually need hidden 
typographic characters such as ®, ©, ™, 
° and maybe even € and £. The following 
keyboard shortcuts might be worth 
memorizing:
© Option-G
® Option-R
™ Option–2
• Option–8
° Shift-Option–8
€ Shift-Option–2
¢ Option–4
… Option-;
“ Option-[
” Shift-Option-[
‘ Option-]
’ Shift-Option-]
These keyboard shortcuts work in any 
application and in any field into which you 
can enter text.

2/ Using the Keyboard Viewer — OS X 
has Keyboard and Character Viewers. The 
Keyboard Viewer displays an onscreen 
representation of your Mac’s keyboard, 
and lets you insert a character into your 
text just by clicking its key on a virtual 
keyboard. Choose Show Keyboard Viewer 
from the Input menu at top-right of 

your Mac’s menu bar. (If this isn’t visible, 
open System Preferences in El Capitan, 
choose Language & Region, click Keyboard 
Preferences and turn on Show input menu 
in menu bar. In Yosemite or earlier, it’s in 
System Preferences>Keyboard, and tick 
“Show Keyboard & Character Viewers in 
menu bar’.)
You get a small window with the 
Command key symbol on it or, if you’ve 
enabled multiple languages for your 
keyboard, it looks like a flag instead.
When you first open the Keyboard Viewer, 
it matches the characters you see on your 
keyboard, which isn’t very exciting. To view 
more characters, press and hold modifier 
keys on your keyboard. For example, if you 
press and hold the Shift key, the top row of 
keys changes to a tilde, exclamation point, 
ampersand, and so on. If you press and 

hold the Option key, you see even more 
characters, as shown below.

3/ See special characters as you type 
— Recent versions of OS X provide an 
additional way to access the accented or 
alternate versions of a character while 
typing. Just as in iOS, hold down the 
letter’s key for a second and you’ll see a 
list of alternates appear in a popup menu. 
To use one of the alternates, either type 
the number that appears beneath it, 
or physically click the one you want. To 
dismiss the menu, either type a different 
character or press the Escape key. If no 
additional characters are available for the 
key you’re holding, the menu won’t appear.

4/ The Character Viewer — The 
super handy Character Viewer (called 

Special characters in Mac OS
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tips&tricks Special characters continued ~ iOS text replacement, using Up Next

‘Show Emoji & Symbols’ in El Capitan) 
conveniently clusters the characters in 
all your active fonts into logical groups. 
For example, the elusive (p in a circle) 
character lives in the Letterlike Symbols 
group. Click once to see variations of that 
character in other fonts, and double-click 
to insert it into your text. 
The Character Viewer even remembers 
the characters you use the most — click 
‘Frequently Used’ to see them. You 
can also add a character to your list of 
Favorites [sic] by clicking the ‘Add to 
Favorites’ button beneath its preview on 
the right.
These Character tips came from Macworld 
– this post has one more about them.

5/ Quick El Capitan (and Safari 9 for 
Yosemite) sound tip — You know those 
annoying sites that immediately start 
talking or playing music as soon as they 
load? Now you can turn them off in the 
Tab bar. Just click the little speaker button. 
Phew! 

(For this to work assumes you use Tabbed 
Browsing, which you can turn on in 
Safari>Preferences>Tabs … and if you’re 
not using Tabbed Browsing, you’re not 
living, believe me.]

1/ Use Text 
Replacement 
to type 
faster — Using 
iOS 9’s Text 
Replacement 
feature, formerly 
called keyboard 
shortcuts, you 
can greatly 
speed up input 
of commonly used phrases, sentences, 
or text that is challenging to punch in on 
the iPhone keyboard. I, for example, use 
‘mw’ to type out my full @vodafone email 
address, which is a long one.
Go to Settings>General, find Keyboard and 
choose Text Replacement. Tapping on Text 
Replacement presents a screen with a few 
preconfigured shortcut options arranged 
alphabetically, as well as a search bar for 
navigating previously created pairings.
To create your own shortcuts, tap the Plus 
sign in the upper right corner to open a 
screen with two entry fields. In the top 
field, Phrase, enter the text you want to 
quickly retype in other places on iOS. 
Below that, enter a text shortcut that will 
subsequently be recognised by iOS 9 and 
automatically replaced with the longer 
phrase you just entered.
For instance, you might regularly tell 

family, “I 
just left my 
beloved place 
of work after 
an especially 
difficult day 
and expect 
to be at my 
esteemed place 
of residence 
shortly. Please 

contact me on my mobile telephonic 
device me if you need anything from the 
specialty sports good outlet store that 
sells the baseball gloves you particularly 
like.” You can enter that into the phrase 
field and supply an easy-to-remember 
shortcut, perhaps “jlw” for “just left 
work.” Now, in message, email or other 
text fields, you can simply type “jlw” and 
hit the space bar to invoke that much 
longer phrase.
Select a shortcut trigger that is not only 
easy to key in, but is unlikely to be used in 
regular conversation. If you use a common 
word, like “left” for the example above, 
the longer phrase will override the trigger 
and be inserted instead.
However, if Auto-Correction is activated 
in Settings>General> Keyboard>Auto-
Correct, a text insertion bubble will 
appear just above the shortcut. Clicking 
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tips&tricks Sundry tips and Using Up Next in Music

on it will cancel input of the longer phrase, 
while hitting the space bar invokes the 
Text Replacement operation. Similarly, 
activating QuickType (Settings>General> 
Keyboard>Predictive) will show both the 
common word shortcut and the longer 
phrase as selections above iPhone’s soft 
keyboard.
To edit existing shortcuts, tap on Edit 
in the bottom left corner of the Text 
Replacement window, or directly on a 
Text Replacement phrase. Shortcuts can 
also be deleted by swiping left on each 
entry. Text replacement works across iOS 
9, including built-in apps like Messages, 
Reminders, Safari, Calendar and Mail, as 
well as third party apps such as Gmail and 
Twitter.

2/ Easier Desktop Site — There is a new 
quick link feature in mobile Safari to 
request desktop site by simply tapping 
and holding on the refresh icon in Safari 
located to the right of the current URL in 
the search/address bar. Safari now brings 
up a prompt (shown above) asking the user 
if they want to request a desktop version 
of the site.

3/ Reopen earlier-closed tabs — Another 
somewhat hidden feature in the iOS 9 
browser is the ability to reopen recently-

closed tabs in Safari. Press and hold the 
plus button when in the tabs view in the 
mobile browser.

4/ Up Next in the Music app for iOS — 
Now you have a trio of playback options to 
choose from when it comes to iOS’s Music 
app: Play, Play Next, or Add to Up Next. 
(plus Start Station to create a streaming 
playlist based on a song, artist or album.) 
Up Next does a great job of letting you 
create on-the-fly playlists, perfect for 
perusing your tunes without abruptly 
jumping from one song to another. Up 
Next also keeps track of all your recently 
played tunes, and best of all, Up Next 
stays out of the way when you’re not in the 
mood.
An Up Next playlist is already up and 
running on your iPhone or iPad. To take a 
look, open the Music app, pick any song, 
album, playlist, or artist, press Play, 
then tap the Music mini-player (the thin 
strip near the bottom of the screen that 
displays the track name) to reveal the main 
playback controls. To the right of the Back, 
Play, and Skip buttons, you’ll see a button 
marked with stack of three bulleted lines. 
Tap it to open your Up Next list. At the 
top of the list, you’ll see the song that’s 
currently playing, while the following 
tracks will be the remaining songs from 

the same album or playlist. Scroll up, and 
you’ll see a (probably) huge list of songs 
that you’ve playing in the recent past. 
(This also works in the Podcasts app, by 
the way.)
If you go back to your library and press 
Play on another song, the remaining tracks 
in its album will be added to your Up Next 
list, replacing the tracks from the previous 
album or playlist.

5/ Select a song to Play Next — Scroll up 
a bit on the Up Next list, find a favourite 
track in your playback history, tap the 
little three-dot button to the right, then 
tap Play Next. Once you’ve selected a song 
to play next, it’s queued up for playback 
after the track that’s currently playing.
A helpful icon will appear, which looks 
like a stack of items with an arrow 
pointing toward the top. What you’ve 
done, basically, is queued up the song you 
picked: it will begin playing as soon as the 
current track is finished.
Just below the track you chose to play 
next, you’ll see the original album you 
started playing, with a Resume heading 
just above the album tracks.

6/ Select an entire album, artist or 
playlist to your Up Next list — Tap the 
three-dot menu to the right of the artist, 
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tips&tricks Special characters continued ~ iOS text replacement, using Up Next

album, or playlist name in your music 
library.

7/ Add a song to Up Next — Scroll up 
again to your track history in Up Next, 
tap the three-dot button next to a song, 
then tap Add to Up Next. Tap the Add 
to Up Next option to add a track to the 
bottom of your manually selected Up Next 
songs; notice the tracks of the album that 
was originally played, under the Resume 
heading. Again, an icon will pop up, but 
this time the arrow will be pointing to the 
bottom of the stack rather than the top. 
The idea here is that instead of queuing up 
a song to play directly after the currently 
playing track, the song will play after the 
last song that’s on your Up Next list.

8/ Press Play on a new song in your 
library — When you have a couple of songs 
queued up and ready to play in your Up 
Next list, if you head back to your music 
collection and press the Play button on 
another song, you’ll be asked whether you 
want to keep your Up Next songs or clear 
the list.
A pop-up asks ‘After playing this, do you 
want to play the song you’ve added to 
Up Next?’ appears. Tap the Keep Up Next 
button, and the songs you previously 
added to your Up Next queue will scoot 

just below the track you just started to 
play. Tap Clear Up Next, and those old Up 
Next songs will disappear.

9/ Rearrange your Up Next tracks — Head 
back to your Up Next list (swipe up on 
the Music mini-player to reveal the main 
playback controls, then tap the button 
with the three bulleted lines), then 
check out the little virtual “handles” to 
the right of each queued-up song. Now 
tap and slide a handle to the right of a 
track to rearrange it in your Up Next list. 
Unfortunately there’s no way to grab and 
slide an entire batch of songs at once; you 
can only drag them one at a time.

10/ Get rid of your Up Next tracks — If 
you’re ready to go back to playing songs 
the old-fashioned way, there are a couple 
of ways to wipe your Up Next list and 
start fresh. One is to simply press Play 
on a new song; as we already covered, a 
pop-up appears with an option to clear 
your Up Next list. You can also go straight 
to your Up Next playlist and tap the Clear 
button next to the Up Next heading. If 
you’d like to nix a specific song from your 
Up Next list, swipe it to the left to reveal a 
Remove button. Tapping that just removes 
it from the Up Next queue, not your music 
collection. (Tips from Macworld.)

Using Up Next lets you quickly create on-the-fly playlists 
and playing orders – and it works exactly the same in the 

Podcasts app. 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.macworld.com/article/2983717/ios/get-to-know-up-next-in-the-music-app-for-ios.html


‘MagBytes’, 
‘Mac NZ’, this 
document & all 
Intellectual  
Property 
Rights are all 
owned by Hip  
Enterprises/
Mark  
Webster 2015. 
Copyright 
Mark  
Webster/ 
Mac NZ/ 
Hip Enterprises 
2010-2015.  
No reprinting 
or republish-
ing without 
permission. 
For  
permission,   
email 
Mac NZ 

Mac NZ

>> >>

page 

15
MagBytes

#69

iRig Keys 25 ~ STM tote ~ Collocations Dictionary ~ Nuance Dragon

iRig Keys 25
IK Multimedia has a new line of keyboards out that are light, very 
portable and simply plug into Macs via a supplied USB cable. They 
can be plugged into iPads and iPhones too, if you buy the correct 
accessory cable as an extra, and of course IK has various apps 
that let you access keyboard sounds, but they work immediately 
with all the instruments in GarageBand and Logic anyway. It’s 
a MIDI controller with a nice key feel, and while it’s limited in 
functionality compared to larger and more expensive keyboards, 
including the Pro series from IK, it’s a great entry into the get-
your-ideas-down-fast category with its 25 keys (2 octaves plus 
one note). There’s a 37-key version too. 
(€60, NZ price TBA, more info from IK Multimedia).

shiny&new
STM Grace Deluxe Laptop Sleeve & Clutch
As STM says, the ‘grace is for the woman who is not a fan of 
the traditional clunky lap top bag and who wants to slim things 
down while protecting her tech’. So it’s no all-weather ruggedised 
actioner (unlike some of STM’s offerings) but more a casual, 
attractive solution for smart women. Also great for summer – 
who wants a sweaty backpack on then?
With STM’s lovely cushioning that seems to let a laptop glide 
smoothly in and out then holds it snugly in place once in, the 
magnetised top flap allows fast, neat access to your MacBook.
Plus there is space for all the other odds and ends of modern 
life (lead, charger, pens, diaries, iPhone, wallet, lipstick …) in a 
secondary zippered compartment for all that. It has leather-style 
carry handles and leather zipper pulls.
The Clutch is a fold-up, double-zippered clutch (foreground, 
below) that fits coins, an iPhone and other odds and ends.
Available from tech retailers, NZ prices TBA, more info STM. 
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Collocations Dictionary ~ Nuance Dragon

Oxford Collocations Dictionary
Collocations are habitual combinations of words 
in common usage. For example, in English we 
tend to team ‘strong tea’ and ‘heavy drinker’. 
Other combinations might give the same 
message but would not be what we commonly 
expect to hear. 
While native speakers tend to ‘just know’ what words can be 

used with what, this 
habitual usage is what 
trips up learners of any 
language, as learners 
(I’ve done this myself) 
tend to find their other-
language words for the 
same instances and just 
translate them across.
This is a handy, very-
well-resourced app 
containing 250,000 
word combinations 
with examples and 
pronunciations – you 
can see what it does on 
YouTube. Plus is saves 
you the weight of the 
paper Oxford dictionary 
(and around NZ$100).
Oxford app for iPhone 
and iPad users learning 
English NZ$28.99, 
needs iOS 7 or above.

shiny&new
Nuance Dragon Dictate for Mac 5
Your Mac already allows dictation (you talk, it types) at a system 
level – you turn it on in System Preferences – but Nuance has 
rewritten the speech 
recognition engine for this 
new version so that know 
you can use the Mac’s 
built-in mic rather than 
having to buy Dragon’s.
Dragon learns when 
you perform an initial 
microphone volume 
calibration (you read 
for about 40 seconds to 
set the volume of your 
microphone) but as you 
use the app, Voice Training 
improves.
Dragon’s ability to start correctly transcribing your voice 
immediately is an improvement from previous versions. It’s 

definitely better than the 
Mac’s built-in service, and 
you can control every action 
of your Mac via voice at the 
same time.
Nuance Dragon for Mac 
US$200 online only.
(Requires Intel Core 2 Duo 
2.4Ghz or faster; Intel Core i3, 
i5 or i7 recommended. Needs 
8GB HD space, OS X 10.9 
Mavericks or above.)
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