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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site. You can store your issues of 
MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from Mavericks) to have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside iBooks) 
next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free to pass MagBytes on. 
MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by Mac NZ for this purpose 
only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on Mac NZ MagBytes Newsletter at top centre).

November 2015 ~

•2——Mac News ~ Photos, 
Wall Street, deals, User Guides, 

floods, Indian billion, super Dock, 
Singapore solar. 

•4——Updates ~ iWork, Xcode, 
Skype, tvOS, Music for Android, 

Dropbox & Reader, OneNote. 
 •5——Mac Help ~ In Northland, 

Auckland & Christchurch. 
•6—— iOS & iDevice news ~ 

iPad Pro, Pencil, Smart Keyboard, 
Logitech, 100b apps, medical 

research, Fix, art books, malware. 
•8——Tips & Tricks ~ Mac 

startup modifyer keys,  
Contacts on Mac, Locations in 

iOS, app-switching and Siri. 
•13——Shiny & New ~ 12  

new products!

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

Apple is now selling the larger, more powerful iPad Pro, with Smart Keyboard and Pencil available as extras 
(image: Apple Inc)

More new products than usual under Shiny&New from page 13
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Mac News Photos ~ Wall Street rethink ~ deals ~ User Guides ~ Aurora HDR

iCloud Photo Sharing vs My Photo Stream
Apple offers iCloud Photo Sharing and My Photo 
Stream on its various Mac OS X and iOS devices. Do 
you need both? If not, which one is best for you? Apple 
World Today tries to simplify matters. 

Goldman Sachs tells Wall Street
Goldman Sachs goosed Apple’s stock by placing it 
on the investment banking firm’s Conviction Buy List. 
Analyst Simona Jankowski told Wall Street Apple 
should be valued more as a services company, rather 
than a hardware company, and issued a 12-month 
target of US$163 per share.

Black Friday software deal
This one from The Mac Observer bundles 10 apps for 
US$39 instead of US$533.

Apple’s missing User Guides
They’re not missing at all, they’re in iBooks. The iBooks 
app — resident on all Macs equipped with OS X 10.9 
“Mavericks” and higher, and resident on all iOS apps 
running iOS 4.3 or later — provides you with access 
to millions of books, many of which are free. “Free” 
includes all the user guides Apple has produced.

Aurora HDR deal
Aurora HDR is the new High Dynamic Range 
photography app from Macphun – I posted a review 
last week (click Reviews on the right). The app (a free 

61 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna 09 486 1493

Authorised to service iPod, 
iPad and Mac

www.istorenz.com

Enhancing Your Apple Experience

Scan QR Code to quickly 
get in touch with iStore
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Mac News Floods ~ Indian billion ~ Super dock has 16 ports ~ Singapore power

demo version is available or you can ‘see’ 
what it does on that link, left) is now 
shipping and available for NZ$49.99 from 
the Mac App Store or as a Pro version 
directly from Macphun for $99. The pro 
version adds multiple licenses, native RAW 
support, unlimited numbers of layers 
and brackets, Trey Ratcliff signature HDR 
presets, plug-in support for Photoshop, 
Lightroom and Aperture, and more. Note 
that the NZ$49.99 price currently on the 
Mac App Store is for a limited time only.

Silicon Valley expects floods
After years of crippling drought, California 
is now entering a powerfully wet El Niño 
weather pattern that is predicted to bring 
record precipitation. Flooding in coastal 
areas along San Francisco Bay poses risks 
of devastating economic impacts for the 

region, although 
Apple’s principal 
offices centred in 
Cupertino should 
help it avoid much 
of the impact.

Apple pass 
Indian $1 
billion
Apple achieved 
its first $1 billion 
in Indian sales in an annual period ending 
last March, according to newly-published 
data from India’s Registrar of Companies.

Super dock
Sonnet’s Echo 15+ Thunderbolt 2 Dock 
(above) is new 16-port docking station 
connected via Thunderbolt — Sonnet 
Technologies is shipping the Echo 15+ 
Thunderbolt 2 Dock, a 16-port docking 
station for Mac computers with 
Thunderbolt ports. It also sports an 
optical drive and an internal drive bay. This 
should be available in New Zealand by 
early next year.

Apple renewable in Singapore
Apple has announced it has struck a deal 
to power all of its Singapore operations 
with renewable energy, reports Reuters. 

It will be the first 
company in the city 
to run exclusively 
on renewable 
energy. 
Singapore’s largest 
clean energy 
provider, Sunseap 
Group, will provide 
power to Apple’s 
2500-person 
Singaporean 
corporate campus 
and retail store. 
Energy will be 
obtained from solar 
panels laid on the 
rooftops of 800 
buildings. 
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An update from the boss
Apple will not ‘converge’ iPad and MacBook lines, says Tim 
Cook. It has long been speculated that Apple’s iPad and MacBook 
would one day come together in a hybrid device, but Apple CEO 
Tim Cook put those rumours to bed on Sunday, saying converged 
machines come with inherent compromises.

iWork apps updated (Pages, Numbers, Keynote) 
The updates (also for iOS) primarily do two things: provide bug 
fixes for compatibility with Microsoft Office documents and make 
the apps more stable.  
The Mac update fixed an issue in Keynote when exporting 
presentations as images, and another with master slides that 
included links. Pages on the Mac (NZ$24.99 or free on all Macs 
released in the last 18 
months) can now open some 
Microsoft Word documents 
that were previously 
impossible to open, plus it 
resolves an issue that prevented the use of Look Up for words in 
lists. Numbers can now open more Microsoft Excel spreadsheets.

Xcode update fixes critical Interface Builder 
Apple pushed out a batch of bug fixes with the latest version 
of its Xcode development software on Monday, addressing 
critical issues discovered in Interface Builder, debugging and user 
interface testing.

Skype iOS gets update with in-chat data detection 
Microsoft on Monday released updates to its Skype apps for 
iPhone and iPad, adding shortcuts for detected data, as well as 
making it easier to get back to a call in progress.

tvOS 9.0.1 update
Apple released the first 
software update for tvOS, 
taking the 4th-generation 
Apple tv to version 9.0.1. Apple 
didn’t supply release notes for 
the update, so it’s unknown for sure what was in it. Generally 
early updates of this type include “bug fixes and performance 
enhancements.”

Apple Music in Android beta 
Apple launched a beta of the Apple Music app for Android-based 
smartphones and tablets today, now providing Android users 
with access not only to Apple Music, but Beats 1 radio and the 

Apple Connect social network as well. 
[I predict many Android users will install this just so they 
can complain about it.]

Dropbox & Adobe Acrobat Reader for 
iOS Collaboration between Dropbox and Adobe has resulted in 
updates for both the official Dropbox and Acrobat Reader apps, 
making it easier for users to access and edit their PDFs in the 
cloud.

Microsoft OneNote video embeds & more
As part of its massive November update cycle, Microsoft pushed 
many new features into the OneNote note taking software across 
a wide variety of platforms.
Users of OneNote Online and OneNote for iOS can now record 
audio into a note straight from the web and mobile app. It’s an 
extension of similar capabilities already available on OneNote for 
Mac and OneNote for Windows.

Updates Cook’s update ~ iWork ~ Xcode ~ Skype iOS ~ tvOS ~ Android Music ~ more
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Apple support & AppleCare
Apple’s official support pages are 
comprehensive and cover all aspects of 
Apple hardware and software – it’s here.
Plus there’s Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. 
Every new Mac has a one-year warranty 
and 90 days free phone support. 
AppleCare extends this all out to three 
years. Under NZ law, you are covered by 
the Consumer Guarantees Act against 
anything going wrong that comes 
down to parts failure within reasonable 
expectations (say, inside three years’ use), 
but be prepared to spend anxious time on 
the phone, sticking to your guns to get it 
fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 

If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. Go to MSN Ak’s web page 
or email Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 
available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.

Eden Roskill — This Auckland branch has 
an Apple interest group. 

Papakura — Mac Interest Group meets 
every 1st, 3rd and 4th week of the month 
9.30 to Noon. An iPad Interest Group 
meets every 3rd Tuesday at 1pm
An “Introduction to iPad” course run on 
demand.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in 

Mac & iDevice training in Grey 
Lynn, Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac 
NZ – but I also run the Grey Lynn Sessions 
in Auckland (click on Training). This is the 
cheapest way to learn, at $40 per session 
in a friendly, group environment. A new 
series is starting Wednesday March 4th at 
7:30pm. Please email if you are interested 
in attending, as I only book a room when I 
can guarantee five attendees. The sessions 
are friendly, open to questions at all times 
and are backed up by handouts, and one 
is running now on Wednesday nights 
(7:30pm). I train (one-to-one at your home 
or workplace (in Auckland) for $95/hour. I 
also present to institutions.
Please email Mark for more info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top).

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help Apple assistance, consumers, help, support

rest homes. This is a large, well-run and 
successful group.
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iDevice news

iPad Pro
James Kendrick of Apple World Today 
writes “One of the factors making the 
iPad Pro such a good work system for 
me was unexpected. That’s how tall 
the iPad Pro display is compared to 
other tablets and laptops. It’s almost 
a couple of inches taller and I’m able 
to see much more information at a 
time than on my MacBook Air. This is a 
real boon to my routine, and why the 
aspect ratio on the iPad Pro display is 
better for me than other tablets and 
laptops…”
And Dennis Sellers has ditched his 
MacBook and iPad Air 2 in favour of 
the Pro, while Steven Sande loves 
using 1Writer on his (whereas I 
haven’t even seen one yet).

Apple Pencil is full of  tech
iFixIt has torn apart the Apple 
Pencil. They say it’s “pretty neat how 
much clever tech they were able to 

New iPad Pro ~ Apple Pencil
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iDevice newsFor Pro ~ 100b apps ~ Med apps ~ Fix ~ iPhone art ~ malware

cram into such a teensy cavity,” but add that “this device was 
not meant to be repaired or opened — you can’t get in without 
destroying it.” The logic board weighs one gram! It cleverly folds 
in half to fit.

4-5 weeks for Smart Keyboard and Apple Pencil
If you want a Smart Keyboard and Apple Pencil for the iPad Pro, 
you’ll be waiting awhile. They’re now showing a 4-5 week waiting 
time for availability.

Logitech accessories designed for iPad Pro
Logitech has already 
unveiled accessories 
designed in collaboration 
with Apple for the new 
iPad Pro: the Logi CREATE 
Backlit Keyboard Case with 
Smart Connector and the 
Logi CREATE Protective 
Case with Any-angle Stand.

Over 100 billion apps
On Friday, Apple’s Developer Program let developers know that 
new apps and app updates won’t be accepted between December 
22 and 29, 2015, but it also provided a staggering statistic: the 
App Store has now seen more than 100 billion cumulative 
downloads.

Finding ResearchKit medical study apps
Apple opened the door for more comprehensive medical 
research studies when it introduced ResearchKit for iOS. The trick 
is finding the apps that let you participate. 

Turns out Apple has a special App Store page (although it may 
be US only?) highlighting the apps using the platform for various 
studies. 
More apps joined the list recently, so you have several options 
such as asthma, breast cancer, autism, and more.

Adobe Photoshop Fix offer serious retouching 
Nearly three years ago, Adobe launched Photoshop Touch, 
initially an iPad-only mobile version of the company’s legendary 
desktop image editing software. 
iOS users could manipulate layers and other familiar tools for the 
first time with multi-touch to create or tweak artwork and photos 
using only their fingers. Now, in addition to larger resolution 
images and iOS 9 Split View multitasking, its Fix replacement 
also supports Apple Pencil for more precision painting and other 
adjustments not possible with fingers alone.

Apple sends ‘Shot on iPhone 6’ art books
In a thank you to photographers whose pictures were used as part 
of Apple’s Shot on iPhone 6 ad campaign, the company is sending 
out special coffee table books containing a page-by-page 
collection of selected works and their respective installations 
around the world.

Three malware strains infect 20k apps (Android)
A new adware scourge injecting itself into popular apps such as 
Facebook and Twitter is also “virtually impossible to uninstall,” 
requiring infected users to replace their phones. 
Because it only affects users of Google’s open-source Android 
app model, the device replacement requirement may accelerate 
the trend of users switching to iOS. [But hey, Android is not a 
‘walled garden’, right?]
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Startup modifyer keys for Mactips&tricks
When your Mac is starting up, all sorts 
of things happen behind the scenes. You 
can interrupt the process to reinstall 
the operating system or troubleshoot 
problems. The way to use these is to hold 
down the keys listed simultaneously right 
after you start up your Mac, and then 
you’ll wait for something to happen. On 
Mac laptops with secondary keyboards 
attached, it’s best to use the built-in 
keyboard for these as sometimes the 
secondary keyboard loads later in the 
process and you’ll miss the capabilities.
These tips from The Mac Observer might 
be worth printing out and keeping in a 
drawer somewhere.

1/ Apple Hardware Test (AHT)/Apple 
Diagnostics — Hold down the D key. 
Do this if you’re worried your Mac has 
a hardware problem, and you’d like to 
check before you take it to a technician. 
Depending on your Mac’s age,  this will 
launch AHT or Apple Diagnostics, but the 
shortcut is the same. These tests aren’t 
definitive, but they’re useful if they do 
come up with a diagnosis.

2/ Reset PRAM/NVRAM (Command-
Option-P-R) — Warning! Only do this if 
you know your Mac is backed up, as I know 
of two cases, albeit years ago, where this 

process wiped the Macs. Do this if your 
Mac can’t remember what disk to start up 
from; it won’t save volume settings. It can 
also solve other problems but it can be 
quite radical. You may be resetting PRAM 
or NVRAM depending on the age of your 
Mac, but the key combo is the same. You’ll 
want to hold the keys down until you hear 
the startup chime twice.

3/ Verbose Mode (keys to Hold Down: 
Command-V) — Use this if your Mac won’t 
start up, but you can’t figure out why. 
Verbose mode is handy if your computer 
seems to be getting partway through the 
boot process before stopping. It’ll output 
text describing exactly what it’s doing 
at every step, and you can tell where it’s 
getting hung by where the text stops. 
Then you could use Safe Boot (below) to 
potentially remove a problematic login 
item, for example, if you saw that listed 
as where things went awry. (Apple has a 
Support Article for this: How to start up 
your Mac in single-user or verbose mode.)

4/ Safe Boot/Safe Mode (hold down the 
Shift key) — This is helpful if your Mac 
won’t start up, as it’ll disable all sorts of 
potentially problematic login items, fonts, 
extensions, and the like. It also cleans 
out certain cache files, which can be a 

troubleshooting step on its own. Be sure 
to reboot afterward since your Mac won’t 
work properly in Safe Mode! Here’s the 
Apple Support Article.

5/ Recovery Mode (hold down Command 
and R) — Try this if you need to reinstall 
your operating system to address flakiness 
or slowdowns; Disk Utility tells you that 
your startup disk needs repair; you want to 
restore from a Time Machine backup.
Booting into Recovery Mode will let you 
do all sorts of stuff: reinstall the operating 
system, use Disk Utility to repair your 
startup drive, set a firmware password, 
reset a lost user password or restoring 
from backup.

Extra: SMC Reset — Hold Down: Shift-
Control-Option-Power (left side), but see 
the Apple Support page for exceptions by 
model. Use this if you’re having power- or 
battery-related problems (such as a Mac 
that does nothing when the power button 
is pressed); your fans are running like crazy 
all of the time; or lights and indicators 
(such as keyboard backlight) don’t work 
properly.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Contacts in El Capitantips&tricks
1/ Mail now adds info to Contacts — 
Mail can now auto-detect additional 
information it finds in emails (extra email 
addresses, phone numbers and so on) and 
add them to your contacts in the Contacts 
app. But you can modify this behaviour, 
since some 
people 
resent the 
additional 
information 
arbitrarily 
being 
added to 
the address 
details they may carefully manage. Open 
Contacts’ Preferences, and under General 
you can turn off ‘Show contacts found in 
Mail’ (above).  Your Mac will warn you that 
it’s about to remove data.

2/ Duplicated data in Contacts — 
Contacts has a few ways to address 
duplicated data; for example, you can 
click on the Card menu and choose Look 
for Duplicates to automatically do some 
cleanup, or you can select a couple of cards 
and combine them using Card>Merge 
Selected Cards.

3/ Dealing with extraneous accounts — 
Open Contacts, and make sure the Sidebar 

is turned on (press Command-1 or choose 
View> Show Groups). For most, having just 
one list syncing consistently across devices 
is ideal and leads to the least amount of 
confusion. Some people missing certain 
contacts on iPhone that they know are on 
their Macs have found their Mac syncing 
by default to a Google account that wasn’t 
configured on their iPhones. (I really am 
no fan of Google and Gmail – I never 
understand why people choose Gmail 
accounts when they can have much better, 
more secure and better-synching – and 
also free – iCloud email accounts.)

4/ Which accounts are you syncing? 
Open System 
Preferences and under 
Internet Accounts 
(right), in that pane’s 
left-hand list, you 
can again tell which 
accounts have contact 
syncing turned 
on. Make a backup 
of your contacts 
(File>Export>Contacts 
Archive) then drag any 
contacts from accounts 
you don’t sync to the 
one you do.
Turning off syncing 

for a particular account doesn’t delete 
those contacts from where they live on 
the server, so you can always toggle the 
syncing back on if you find you’re missing 
something later.

5/ And on iOS — After your Mac is 
cleaned up, check your iOS devices, too. 
Similarly, you can see which accounts are 
being allowed to sync contacts within 
Settings>Mail, Contacts, Calendars.
If you toggle off contacts syncing for all 
except that one default account you chose 
on your Mac, everything will be all nice 
and neat (via The Mac Observer).

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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tips&tricks
1/ Get a reminder when you arrive or 
leave — Say you have to stop at the ATM 
on the way home and pick up some cash 
for something. While you could set a 
reminder for when you’re about to leave 
the office, but there’s a decent chance 
you’ll see the alert, swipe it away, walk out 
the door, and forget it.
Instead, try a geotagged reminder. Open 
the Reminders app, add a new reminder 
by tapping the Plus button at lower left 
(“Get cash!”), tap the little information 
icon (the i in the circle to the right) and 
toggle on ‘Remind me at a location’, then 
pick a location — in this case, you may even 
be able to search on ‘ATM’ to find a nearby 
cash machine. In my example, I typed in 
‘Mamata’ so I’d remember to get a pack of 
their delicious ginger and walnut biscuits 
from Mamata Bakehouse in West Lynn (as 
if I’d forget, but a reasonable example – 
but what’s really interesting is that Apple 
Maps has a pretty comprehensive list of 
local businesses even for Auckland New 
Zealand) … You can set the reminder to 
trigger itself when you arrive at a certain 
location, or as you leave it.

2/ Send your location via text — Say 
you’re trying to meet up with a colleague 
downtown, and all she needs to know is 
where you are. You could try describing 

your location in a text, but there’s an 
easier, faster and much more precise way. 
You can text your location to a friend 

(even an Android-using friend): within 
your message thread in the Messages app, 
tap the Details button in the top-right 
corner of the screen, then tap Send My 
Current Location. Your friend will get a 
text message with your map coordinates. 
If your pal is using an iPhone or iPad, a 
snippet of a map with your pinpointed 
position will appear in the actual message 
thread, whereas Android users get a link 
they can open with Google Maps.

3/ Let your friends know you’re on your 
way — The iOS Find My Friends app is a 
great way to keep track of your friends 
and loved ones. Once you’ve added some 
iOS-using people to your Find My Friends 
list (assuming they’ve given you the OK, 
of course), you can track their locations 
and even get alerts when they leave their 
current location or arrive at a new one.
But you can also set up your own 
‘geofence’ to let fellow Find My Friends 
users know when you’re on the move: 
launch the Find My Friends app, tap Me at 
the bottom of the screen, then tap Notify 
Friends. Add some names in the To field, 
then pick a Send My Location option: Right 
Now, When I Leave, or When I Arrive. Tap 
“Other” if you want to specify a location 
other than your current position.
There’s another way to do it: go back to 

Locations in iOS for iPhone, iPad, iPod touch

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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tips&tricks Using Locations in iOS (continued)

the main Find My Friends screen, tap a 
name in your friend list, tap the “More…” 
button, then tap “Notify [name of friend].” 
Once again, you can then pick an option: 
Right Now, When I Leave, or When I 
Arrive. If you, say, want your family to 
know (for example) each and every time 
you’re heading home from work, or your 
colleagues back from lunch or whatever, 
just toggle on the Repeat Every Time 
setting.

4/ Know when it’s time to go — You don’t 
want to be late for that big meeting in 
the city, but you don’t want to be stuck 
cooling your heels because you’re too 
early, either. When’s the best time to head 
out? iOS can pick a precise departure 
time for you. Make sure you’ve added a 
place in the event’s Location field. As you 
type, search results from the Maps app 
should begin to appear. When you see 
the right one, tap it. Now you’ve added 
a location, scroll down to the event’s 
Second Alert field, tap it, and select 
Time to Leave. (There’s a good chance 
that Time to Leave is already the default 
alert setting on your iOS device – you can 
check by tapping Settings>Mail, Contacts, 
Calendars>Default Alert Times.)
When the time is right (basically, 
depending on how long iOS thinks it’ll take 

you to drive to your destination, factoring 
in traffic) your iPhone or iPad will ping you 
about 15 minutes before it’s time to hit the 
road.
Unfortunately, there’s no custom setting 
if you’re planning on walking or taking 
public transit.
Fun fact: If you check 
a geotagged-event on 
the Mac version of the 
Calendar app, you’ll see 
the weather forecast 
for the specific time 
and place of the event.

5/ Keep iOS from 
tracking you — Your 
iPhone (or iPad) keeps 
a list of your “frequent 
locations”—specific 
places you’ve been 
spending a lot of time 
at lately.
You can check your own 
list of regular hangouts 
by tapping Settings 
> Privacy > Location 
Services > System 
Services > Frequent 
Locations, and you’ll 
probably find entries for 
your home and office, as well as anywhere 

else you’ve been visiting on a regular basis. 
You can even tap on a place and see long 
entries marking your visits, complete with 
times and dates. According to Apple, your 
“frequent locations” list helps “provide 
useful location-related information,” 
presumably like commute times, nearby 

restaurants and the 
like.
If you’d rather not have 
your iPhone or iPad 
keep such close tabs on 
where you’ve been, just 
tap the Clear History 
button and toggle 
off the “Frequent 
Locations” setting.

Additional tip — While 
you are in the Privacy 
Settings>System 
Services, you can turn 
on Status Bar Icon 
and then you’ll see 
whenever Location 
Services is requesting 
your location. This 
switch is right down 
the bottom of the 
System Services list.

These tips came from PC World.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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tips&tricks Switching apps fast and using Siri

If you’re on my MagBytes’ subscriber list, 
you will have been alerted that the latest 
PDF issue of the MagBytes newsletter 
is now available. But even if you’re not 
on the subscriber list (click MagBytes 
newsletter at the top of the Mac NZ site 
– it’s free to join, guarded, private, used 
only for MagBytes alerts once a month) 
you can grab the document any time from 
the MagBytes link over there on the right 
–> several back issues are available and 
it looks great on iPad screens too; you 
can add the PDFs to iBooks on any Apple 
device that supports that app.

1/ Open App Switcher — App Switcher 
for iOS 9 has had a makeover, with the 
more ‘distant’ apps on the left blurring 
out as if there’s a depth of field (top 
picture). This ability is similar to the 
Command-Tab trick in Mac OS. To open 
the App Switcher, double-click the Home 
button (no, this isn’t new to iOS 9). If you 
have Multitasking Gestures enabled (in 
Settings>General, but this ability only 
appears on iPads as iPhone screens are too 
small) you can slide the tips of four fingers 
toward the top of the screen.

2/ Quickly choose the app you want — 
With the App Switcher open, ‘flick’ left or 
right to find the app you wish to launch 

(in other words, scroll side-to-side). Tap 
the one you wish to open. Icons for any 
available Contextual Apps appear in a bar 
at the bottom of the screen. Tap one to 
open it.

3/ Quit apps 
— If you’re 
shocked at 
how many 
apps you are 
running – and 

this is contentious, but I’m in the camp 
that  believes running apps are using up 
your battery and data – flick them to the 
top of the screen to Quit them. You’ll see 
them disappear.
In other words, this is the equivalent of 
Command Q/choosing Quit from the File 
menu/click-hlding on icons in the Dock 
and choosing Quit on the Mac.

4/ Search for photos by voice — Another 
really cool new iOS 9 thing Siri can do, is 
search through your images using simple 
language. So if you’re wanting to show 
someone pictures from your trip to Te 
Kuiti, say something along the lines of 
“Show me my pictures from Te Kuiti”.

5/ Search for photos by date — You can 
also ask to see pictures from a certain 

month or year, or from a specific place and 
a certain date.

Extra tip — Want to see what else Siri can 
do? Invoke Siri by holding in your Home 
button for a few seconds. Say ‘Help’.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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iRig Lavalier mic ~ NetSpot 2.4 sorts out, tailors your WiFi network

iRig Lav mic — IK 
Multimedia keeps 
producing handy 
microphones. The 
latest is a clip-on 
lapel ‘Lavalier’ mic for 
recording voices up 
close and personal, 
and unlike some of 
IK’s offerings, this one 
comes with a stereo 

minipin plug rather than a more bespoke mini-USB or Lightning 
connector. That means when you plug it into the earbud jack of 
your iPhone or iPad, it’s immediately recognised as the mic input, 
but also means you can use it with other recording devices, for 
example it plugs into, and works well with, the portable Zoom 
H2n which many professional sound recordists use.
Although tiny, quality is excellent – natural sounding, and 
because the range the omnidirectional condenser mic captures is 
attenuated 30Hz-16kHz, it leaves out most those annoying traffic 
rumbles at the bottom-end and high-pitched rustles and wind-
noise at the top end. You are still aware of atmospheric noises 
around your subject’s narrative but they don’t dominate. There’s 
not much to fiddle with on this – it has a combo 1/8-inch TRRS 
(aka stereo minipin) port that can be used to directly monitor 
output audio to a pair of headphones. There’s a toggle switch 
for this – the other position lets you plug in a secondary mic to 
daisy-chain – you can buy this mic singly or as a two-pack, and 
while it supports Apple’s Voice Memo and other audio apps, iRig 
has a raft of those too. (Reviewed on MacNZ – click Reviews on 
the right.)
IK Multimedia iRig Mic Lav, cNZ$100 (NZ$199 for a twopack) 

shiny&new
NetSpot, the unique wifi tool, has received another update. 
There are now three versions: Free, Pro and Enterprise. When you 
launch NetSpot you get two immediate options: Discover, which 
shows all the wireless zones in range, and Survey, which is where 
the real power of NetSpot lies.
Even the Discover table (what you see on first launch) is 
informative, showing relative signal strengths, noise levels and 
other stats about the 
network you’re connected 
to. Double-click on 
any network name and 
you get more data still: 
Signal & Noise, Tabular 
Data, Channels 2.4GHx 
and Channels 5GHz. You 
can leave this running 
to watch the network 
fluctuate as you watch.
In Survey you create a wifi survey of your premises, analysing 
your network to find weak spots, with the theory being you can 
move wifi stations to optimise your network, whether it’s simple 
or multi-node, or to find out where you can and can’t expect 
good reception. You will soon know why that particular corner 
of that particular room doesn’t work for you; you may reconsider 
relocating a chair or computer for better service.
Even the free version gives you a considerable capability. It lets 
you survey one zone per project and one snapshot per zone; 
each snapshot can have 50 data points, there are two styles of 
visualisations. I do suggest you check it out. This is reviewed in 
detail on MacNZ – click Reviews on the right.)
NetSpot 2.4, RRP free/$149/$449 (7-day test license for paid 
versions available)

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Elgato Thunderbolt 2 Dock ~ Disk Drill

Elgato Thunderbolt 2 Dock adds ports to one port
I love loads of ports, and not just in a storm. No Macintosh laptop 
has more than two USB ports; my mid-2012 MacBook Pro has 
an HDMI and USB2 on the right hand side and 1 audio, 1xUSB2, 
2xThunderbolt 2 and power on the left. No Ethernet.
My MacBook Pro does not have enough ports for me, so docks are 
super convenient since they plug into the power, then into your 
Mac with one cable (usually supplied) via a Thunderbolt port. The 

Elgato Thunderbolt 
2 Dock has 1xHDMI, 
2xThunderbolt 
2, 2xUSB3 and 1x 
Ethernet on the 

back, and on the front another USB3, plus two audio jacks: 9 in 
total. The division 
of ports between 
front and back 
is useful, since 
things plugged into the back tend to be there more permanently 
whereas the front ports are things you’d most likely use in a more 
transitory way.
This is a nice, useful, compact unit that solves many connection 
problems in one easy-to-use device.
Elgato’s dock includes a software utility (Elgato Thunderbolt 
Dock Utility; free download) which appears in your Mac’s 
top-right menu bar for one-click ejecting of any connected dock 
devices from the Desktop, since you can’t just unplug connected 
hard drives willy-nilly should you want to grab your laptop to go 
out.  
Elgato Thunderbolt 2 Dock RRP$389.95 from Apple resellers, 
some electronics retailers. 
More information is online.

shiny&new
Disk Drill scans and recovers data from 
storage devices: internal Mac hard 
drives, external hard drives, cameras, 
iPods, USB flash drives, memory cards – and even from 
Kindles. Sometimes Disk Drill can read devices that are 
failing and otherwise unreadable, or if one has lost a 
partition.
Disk Drill has 
three features 
to help prevent 
future data loss. 
Recovery Vault 
tracks every 
file removed 
from your Mac 
and remembers 
its location 
and filename; 
Guaranteed Recovery makes a copy of every file deleted 
from the Trash, giving you an Undelete option even after 
you empty it. If you’ve deleted or lost files, Disk Drill has a 
one-click scan initiation then display a list of files that can 
be potentially recovered. You can then preview these files 
to determine which ones can be successfully recovered. 
With Disk Drill’s data protection features enabled (there 
are different levels of Disk Drill depending what you pay). 
An upgrade should then enable you to recover identified 
files. The Deep Scan will take much longer, but has a 
better chance of retrieving files you thought long gone. 
Clever Files Disk Drill, free, Pro (US$89 for home users), 
and Enterprise (US$399). Requires Mac with Intel CPU, OS 
X 10.6.8 or later.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://dl.elgato.com/thunderbolt/dockutility/Elgato_Thunderbolt_Dock_Software_112_114_1011.pkg
https://www.elgato.com/en/thunderbolt/thunderbolt-2-dock
http://www.cleverfiles.com/pro.html


‘MagBytes’, 
‘Mac NZ’, this 
document & all 
Intellectual  
Property 
Rights are all 
owned by Hip  
Enterprises/
Mark  
Webster 2015. 
Copyright 
Mark  
Webster/ 
Mac NZ/ 
Hip Enterprises 
2010-2015.  
No reprinting 
or republish-
ing without 
permission. 
For  
permission,   
email 
Mac NZ 

Mac NZ

>> >>

page 

15
MagBytes

#70

Crosley Cruiser ~ Mophie Juice Pack ~ 

Crosley Cruiser record player — 
In a recessed panel in the back 
of this retro-styled suitcase 
record player, there is AC in 
(electricity), stereo RCAs out so 
you can even just use this thing 
as the input to your stereo setup, 
and there’s also stereo minipin 
(1/8th inch) jack. Using minipin 
to minipin, you can play your iPad/iPhone through this unit, since 
it has built-in speakers. Cables are not included in the box, but 
they’re available from electronics retailers. Unfortunately, unlike 
Crosley’s CR6003A-CR Echo and other models, there’s no USB-
out so it’s no easy matter to record the output (to get into iTunes, 
for example).
I wouldn’t use this with precious vinyl. Sound from the built-in 
speakers is quite loud but tinny and one dimensional (it does 
sound better if you shut the lid, but you can’t do this if you’re 
playing anything bigger than a 45 single). 
This Crosley Cruiser portable turntable cNZ$165; other models 
cost more but allow output to Mac.

shiny&new

mophie juice pack: the iPhone 6 and 6s is still pocketable, unlike 
the Plus, but you may strain the limits of your pocket a little if 
you add this case, which adds bulk plus an extra 120% battery 
capacity (at least) on tap. The inside of the case has raised green 
rubberised strips that hold the iPhone slightly suspended inside 
for impact resistance. Charge the case via the supplied mini USB 
cable from your Mac (it will sync the iPhone at the same time) 
or from the wall charger you got with your iPhone. The mophie 
charges the iPhone in the case and the case itself at the same 
time. The case should take 500 full charging cycles – after that, it 

can drop to 75% of its original capacity or less. The mophie Power 
app (free download) gives you an overview of where your charge 
is at, and mophie claims a fully charged juice pack, at 3300mAh, 
should give you 17 hours more talk time, 12 hours more web 
browsing, 13 hours more video playback and 60 hours more music 
playback. 
On the back is a press-in button that illuminates 1-4 buttons to 
show how much charge the case has, plus a little slider standby 
switch so you can turn it off when you’re not using it, to save 
charge. A supplied pass-through stereo minipin cable extender is 
included 
in case 
you have 
earbuds 
or ’phones 
that have 
plugs too 
big, or 
bendy, to 
press into 
the tube 
through 
which it 
must pass. 
Speaker 
tone is 
actually improved by the case since sound is ported through into 
two outward-facing front slots at the bottom. 
iPhone buttons connect up to buttons on the case (volume/slee/
mute). mophie makes a range of these – some aren’t as bulky but 
don’t add as much charge
mophie juice pack plus for iPhone 6 and 6s, NZRRP$169.95.
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Aurora HDR for Mac ~ iLuv SmartShaker

Aurora HDR — The 
images we shoot tend 
to be perfectly exposed 
in the middle range 
of tones, or if you’re 
unlucky, at the light or 
dark end. 
So they are often 
perfectly exposed in one 

of these ranges leaving the other two to suffer.
But since digital cameras actually capture more detail than they 
usually show, skilled operators can regain detail, especially in 
the dark end, even from standard exposures. Aurora HDR from 
MacPhun puts these capabilities more squarely into the hands of 
you and me. An HDR (High Dynamic Range) image combing an 
under-over- and right-on exposure can look ‘super-real’: shadows 
are detailed, the mid-range is comprehensive and the sky is still 
blue with fluffy, detailed clouds. You can load your bracketed 
shots into Aurora HDR, and the app will combine them into a 
single image, correcting alignment, ghosting and chromatic 
aberration as it does so. But Aurora can also generate HDR data 
into ‘ordinary’ digital images to give you better looking pictures, 
plus it can extend the parameters into highly-stylised realms. 
MacPhun Aurora HDR Pro, US$89 (about NZ$137), on sale from 
19th November (available now for preorder, which gives you a 
training video, HD wallpapers, sample photos and HDR presets). 
A cheaper version, Aurora HDR with less features, will be 
available in the Mac App Store. (See the full review on Mac NZ).
Available Online for US$89, or cheaper in the Mac App Store for 
NZ$49.99 for a limited time. Online version has more features 
plus a clever interface in which you can visualise how HDRs get 
generated.

shiny&new
iLuv’s SmartShaker is a little disk 
that pairs to your iPhone or iPad 
via Bluetooth, and besides the 
vibration option (which might be 
great for the hearing impaired), it can make an alarm tone too, or 
both at the same time.
SmartShaker is smart enough to still work at the set time even 
if your iPhone is out of range, so if the iPhone’s on the charger 
in the next room, no problem (plus it means your phone won’t 
wake you with calls, texts and emails). The disk is palm-sized 
and very lightweight, and the battery is recharged via USB and 
should last a month. When the battery runs out, the alarm beeps 
every minute. A free app lets you set this up once it’s paired, and 
it works as advertised, although the vibration is a bit subtle once 
under a pillow.
iLuv SmartShaker c$NZ50

Eve iDevice-attached Elgato iOS-aware 
devices — Eve Room is an indoor room 
monitoring sensor. It measures temperature, 
humidity and air quality. Eve Weather is an 

indoor/outdoor sensor that measures temperature, humidity 
and air pressure. Eve Door & Window is a two-piece sensor that 
detects whether a door or window is open or closed. Weather 
takes two AA batteries and tells you temperature, air pressure 
and humidity, readable via the free app. Room takes three AAs. 
These should last several months, while Eve Door & Window 
uses CR2 batteries that ought to last for six months. Elgato also 
makes the Avea smart lightbulbs which are dimmable, and can 
change their colours to suit your room/time/décor or play mood 
experiences. Elgato Eve Weather Sensor NZ$89.95, Room Sensor 
NZ$149.95, Door & Window NZ$70.45. Requires iOS 8+.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Swiss Mobility power ~ Strike Alpha Cradle ~ Sphero BB-8 Droidshiny&new

Sphero BB-8 — Guide a BB-8 with your iPhone or iPad, 
it listens and responds thanks to its ability to recognise 
and react to your voice, it can record and view virtual 
holographic videos and yet, BB-8 has a mind of its own 
and has a unique ability to evolve its actions as you 
interact with it.
Available from Apple Resellers and some electronics 
retailers NZ$279.99. More info: macgear. 

Swiss Mobility Rugged Power Pack 
6000mAh device charger — For high-
speed iDevice charging on the go, it’s 
hard to beat the Rugged Power Pack. 
This palm-sized device is ruggedised to 
military standard 810G, and it’s both 
water and shock-resistant. It even 
includes a flashlight and a battery life 
indicator. You charge this in advance 
(although it’s precharged out of the 
box) then plug in your device for 2.1A fast charging. (Swiss makes 
a range of chargers.)
Swiss Mobility Rugged Power Pack is available from Apple 
Resellers and some electronics retailers NZ$79.99. More info: 
macgear.

Strike Alpha Cradle — This Australian-
designed iPhone holder charges your 
iPhone in the car while holding it securely 
and boosting its reception thanks to 
a built-in passive antenna. It can be 
mounted to the windscreen with the 
supplied suction windscreen mount or 
professionally mounted in your vehicle 
if you choose. Power comes via the 
supplied USB-ported cigarette light plug 
and there’s a built-in surge protector. 
Available from Apple Resellers and 
some electronics retailers NZ$165 for 
6 and 6s (other models available for 
other iPhones and iPads, and even other 
smartphones. More info: strike.au

Parcels From Home: Trainspotter Edition 
is 30% bigger, more data, images, an extra 

chapter on the war in the Pacific, even 4 
historic filmclips. NZ$12.99 in iBooks 

till Monday 30 November, 
then $17.99. You can buy it 

as a gift. 
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