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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site. You can store your issues of 
MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from Mavericks) to have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside iBooks) 
next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free to pass MagBytes on. 
MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by Mac NZ for this purpose 
only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on Mac NZ MagBytes Newsletter at top centre).

December 2015 
•2——Mac News ~ Your 
new Mac, obsolescence, 
2015, Macs in Business, 

MacKeeper, Photos, EC tax, 
Jobs’ Syrian Banksy,  

cyber threats. 
•4——Updates ~ Haptics, 

iTunes, Maps, HTML 5,  
El Capitan,Techtool Pro 

 •5——Mac Help ~ Around 
New Zealand 

•6—— iOS & iDevice news 
~ Flickr & Photos, Android 
message suit, ‘Samstung’, 
Lightning,Facebook drain, 
Star wars, iTunes backup, 

IBM, displays, GM, Indian 5s 
•8——Tips & Tricks ~ Mail 

on Mac & iDevice,  
Safari, Photos. 

•12——Tried & Trusted  
of  2015 ~ What’s lasted  
the distance? Favourite 
apps & devices of  2015

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

Apple released a special commercial for Christmas
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Mac News New Mac advice ~ Obsolete ~ Apple Moments ~ Business ~ MacKeeper

10 things to do with a new Mac; & Help
Get started down the path towards being a power Mac 
user. Most of these will cost you nothing but a little 
time to set up.  
Also, here’s ‘7 Ways to Help the Elderly Learn How to 
Use a Mac, iPhone, or iPad‘ by Nancy Gravley.

Apple adds 2008-2009 Macs to ‘Obsolete’
Apple has updated its official list of “vintage and 
obsolete” products, used to determine whether or 
not the company will repair or otherwise support any 
hardware problems.

Apple moments of  2015
New products, announced,ends, services, and 
then there were the head-scratching rumours, the 
indecipherable product decisions, and more moments 
that made us go, “Wait, what?” Macworld recaps 
Apple’s big year.

Revamped Macs in Business webpage 
Apple has revamped its Macs in Business webpage, 
noting that “organizations everywhere are realizing the 
potential that Mac brings to their employees by giving 
them the freedom to use the tools they already know 
and love.” 

13 million MacKeeper accounts exposed
MacKeeper, a ‘tool’ (I’d rather call it a ‘Blight’)  for Mac 
OS X, is the latest victim of a massive breach that 
exposed information contained in 13 million accounts, 

61 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna 09 486 1493

Authorised to service iPod, 
iPad and Mac

www.istorenz.com

Enhancing Your Apple Experience

Scan QR Code to quickly 
get in touch with iStore
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Mac News Photos ~ Irish tax ~ Banksy mural and Jobs’ Syrian background

reports Forbes. Researcher Chris Vickery 
says he uncovered four IP addresses 
that took him straight to a MongoDB 
database, containing a range of personal 
information, including names, email 
addresses, usernames, password hashes, 
phone numbers, IP addresses, system 
information, as well as software licenses 
and activation codes.

Fixes and tricks for Photos
Does your photo have the wrong 
timestamp? Here’s how to fix it; here’s 
how to share slideshows in Mac Photos.

Banksy mural of  Steve Jobs
English graffiti artist and activist Banksy 
painted a mural in France using Steve 
Jobs’s image to highlight the plight of 
refugees in Calais’s so-called ‘Jungle’ 
refugee camp. 
The mural was painted on the walls of a 
concrete bridge running through the camp, 
which is dominated by Syrians fleeing the 
war in that country. Jobs was the biological 
son of a Syrian immigrant.

EC investigation into Apple tax
The Financial Times is reporting that an 

investigation into 
the legality of tax 
arrangements made 
between Ireland and 
Apple is continuing, 
with the European 
Commission looking 
for additional 
information on the 
deal from the Irish 
government. 
As a result, a ruling 
that was expected 
by the end of 2015 
will not come until 
sometime in the 
year 2016.

Cyber threats 
against Apple 
devices in 2016
Security firm 
Symantec expects 
cyber attacks 
against Apple 
products to rise in 
2016, since malware 
attacks against iOS 
and Mac OS X have 
spiked sharply in 
2015.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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The rise of  Haptics
Future Macs may sport even more haptic technology — Future 
Macs may sport even more haptic technology, or haptics, a tactile 
feedback technology that takes advantage of the sense of touch 
by applying forces, vibrations, or motions to the user. The Magic 
Mouse 2 already does this to some degree, thanks to its Force 
Touch technology.

iTunes for Mac OS X to version 12.3.2
Apple has updated its OS X version of iTunes to 12.3.2. It brings 
the desktop version of Apple Music in line with the recently 
released iOS 9.2 version of 
Apple Music. The update adds 
enhanced classical music 
listening options for the 
company’s streaming Apple 
Music service that bring it in 
line with Music on iOS. And here’s a Q&A of iTunes queries.

Maps has more Flyovers
Following news that Apple Maps is now used three times as often 
on iOS as Google Maps, Apple has added eight locations in the 
US, Mexico and Europe to its rolling list of Flyover-supported 
areas.

Hype HTML5 creation tool updated to version 3.5
News that Adobe was discontinuing the Edge HTML5 animation 
tool and putting its HTML5 content creation tools into a variety 
of apps — Adobe Muse, Adobe Animate CC, and Dreamweaver — 
was seen as another step towards a hopefully Flash-free future, 
but was viewed as a confusing step by many web designers and 
developers who want just one app to work with. Fortunately, 

there’s another tool available 
from Tumult called Hype 
(US$49.99, Pro version $99.99 
available through an in-app 
purchase) that is designed to 
do a focused set of tasks very 
well — create HTML5 web content, interactive web content, and 
animations. The app received an update to version 3.5, which adds 
a huge list of new and updated features.

Apple releases OS X El Capitan v10.11.2
Apple released OS X El Capitan 10.11.2. The update 
offers improvements to Wi-Fi, Handoff, AirDrop, 
Bluetooth, Mail, iCloud Photo Sharing and Live 
Photos, FaceTime, Messages and more. The update 
also includes fixes specific to Enterprise users. Open 

the App Store, click Updates at top right … (it’s free). Here’s a list 
of its features.

Open-source code for OS X El Capitan
Apple has officially released the open-source components 
behind OS X El Capitan, making good on the licensing 
requirements of the code.

Techtool Pro 8 gets El Capitan compatibility
The world’s best consumer Mac protection and fixing utility 
just got El Capitan compatibility (thank goodness!). If you have 
Techtool Pro 8 already, simply open the app and choose Check For 
Updates in the Techtool Pro 8 menu. 
If you haven’t upgraded from a previous version of Techtool 
Pro, you can do so online, with both the Buy and Update prices 
discounted until year’s end.

Updates Rise of  Haptics ~ iTunes ~ Maps ~ HTML 5 ~ El Capitan ~ Techtool Pro
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Apple support & AppleCare
Apple’s official support pages are 
comprehensive and cover all aspects of 
Apple hardware and software – it’s here.
Plus there’s Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. 
Every new Mac has a one-year warranty 
and 90 days free phone support. 
AppleCare extends this all out to three 
years. Under NZ law, you are covered by 
the Consumer Guarantees Act against 
anything going wrong that comes 
down to parts failure within reasonable 
expectations (say, inside three years’ use), 
but be prepared to spend anxious time on 
the phone, sticking to your guns to get it 
fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 

If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. Go to MSN Ak’s web page 
or email Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 
available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.

Eden Roskill — This Auckland branch has 
an Apple interest group. 

Papakura — Mac Interest Group meets 
every 1st, 3rd and 4th week of the month 
9.30 to Noon. An iPad Interest Group 
meets every 3rd Tuesday at 1pm
An “Introduction to iPad” course run on 
demand.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in 

Mac & iDevice training in Grey 
Lynn, Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac 
NZ – but I also run the Grey Lynn Sessions 
in Auckland (click on Training). This is the 
cheapest way to learn, at $40 per session 
in a friendly, group environment. A new 
series is starting Wednesday March 4th at 
7:30pm. Please email if you are interested 
in attending, as I only book a room when I 
can guarantee five attendees. The sessions 
are friendly, open to questions at all times 
and are backed up by handouts, and one 
is running now on Wednesday nights 
(7:30pm). I train (one-to-one at your home 
or workplace (in Auckland) for $95/hour. I 
also present to institutions.
Please email Mark for more info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top).

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help Apple assistance, Consumer Guarantees Act, help, support

rest homes. This is a large, well-run and 
successful group.
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iDevice news

1/3rd Flickr photos
According to a year-end report from 
Flickr, Apple’s iPhone extended its 
lead as photo sharing service’s most-
used camera brand during 2015, 
accounting for almost one-third of all 
images uploaded to the site.

Judge dismisses suit
A lawsuit alleging Apple somehow 
interfered with text messages so 
they wouldn’t appear on Android 
smartphones after users switched 
from iPhones has been dismissed. The 
ruling wraps up a string of failures 
from a small group trying to call 
Apple to task over the problem.

Apple requests extra $179m
Three weeks after finally receiving 
US$548,176,477 (NZ$Heaps) from 
Samsung over the South Korean 
company’s infringement of Apple’s 
design and technology patents dating 

Flickr photos & iPhones ~ Android message suit ~ ‘Samstung’
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iDevice newsUSB connector ~ Facebook ~ Star Wars ~ IBM ~ displays ~ 5s

back to a 2012 jury verdict, the iPhone maker has filed for 
another US$178,659,870 in supplemental damages and 
US$1,192,490 in interest payments.

iPhone Lightning-to-USB Camera Adapter
Apple has updated its product page for the Lightning-
to-USB Camera Adapter (NZ$55) (right ->) to officially 
include iPhone support, extending it beyond the iPad-only 
use the accessory was originally designed for.

Limit Facebook’s background battery usage
Facebook’s iOS app is a notorious background battery eater 
and, despite some attention and updates aimed at solving 
this problem, it remains so to this day. While it’s simple 
enough to just remove the Facebook app and access the 
site in Safari, this leads to missing on Notifications, Live 
Photos and other features. Good news: it’s possible to have 
your cake and eat it, too, with a little bit of understanding 
and effort.

Apple Music adds Star Wars Radio Station
Apple Music added a Star Wars station to its online radio 
lineup loaded with music from the movies interspersed 
with sound effects like blasters and Darth Vader’s 
respirator between tracks. 

Make an iTunes backup of  your iOS device
If you have an iCloud account, your iPhone and iPads back-
up their contents there. However, to be doubly safe, you 
should make an iTunes backup of your device on your Mac.

IBM delivers its 100th MobileFirst for iOS app
IBM says it has delivered more than 100 IBM MobileFirst 
for iOS apps as part of its partnership with Apple, to 
transform work across 14 industries and 65 individual 
professions, from wealth advisors to flight attendants, first 
responders, nurses and retail buyers.

Taiwanese future of  iPhone displays
Apple is reportedly taking more control over the technology 
it uses in its hardware with a lab in Taiwan.

GM adoption of  Apple CarPlay helps sell cars
American automaker General Motors has rolled out 
support for Apple’s CarPlay iPhone integration faster and 
across more models than its rivals, resulting in independent 
dealers reporting the feature draws in customers and helps 
to close the deal in selling new cars.

5s now cheaper in India
Apple has slashed the price of the iPhone 5s in India from 
44,500 Rupees (about US$665) to 25,000) to make inroads.
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Mail on Mac and iDevice (iPhone/iPad)tips&tricks
1/ Using Mail Drop in iOS — If you’ve 
updated to the latest version of iOS 9 
on your iPhone or iPad, you have a very 
handy ability that was only available on 
the Mac up until now: Mail Drop. This 
feature lets you send large attachments 
through email, which is especially great 
on the iPhone: ie a video too large to 
easily share with other people. MailDrop 
uploads the file to an Apple server and 
sends a download link to the recipient – 
very clever. (This link expires after 30 days; 
Apple wipes the file from its server.)
This feature is in to iOS 9 now. To use it, all 
you’ve got  do is select a group of photos 
or a video that may be too large to send 
through Mail. Your iOS device will warn 
you and give you the choice of what to do.

2/ Mail Settings Lookup — Mail Settings 
Lookup is a free Apple service that can 
greatly help when setting up an account 
in the Mail.app (or other email clients). 
It only works with major email providers 
like Apple, Gmail, Yahoo!, Hotmail, Mail.
com, and a few others. You can’t use it to 
check the settings of your work email, for 
instance, not even if your employer uses 
Gmail on the back end.
Load the page and you get to a form page.
Enter your email address (Apple states 
it will not store that address). Hit the 

blue arrow, and you’ll see the settings for 
your incoming email server and outgoing 
server. You can use that information to set 
up an account in an email client – handy 
when you want to set up your account on a 
new Mac or iDevice.

3/ Forwarding multiple emails — If you 
need to send someone the entire history of 
correspondence on a project or the trail of 
an email conversation, either do a search 
for the messages you need in Mail or open 
the folder they’re in. You’ll have to select 
them all: if you click on one email and 
then hold down Shift and click on another, 
you’ll select everything in between them. 
Or hold down the Command key and 
click on messages, and your Mac selects 
everything you click on (even if the emails 
aren’t sitting next to one another).
Now click the Forward button in your 
toolbar (Shift-Command-F), and that will 
start a new email containing all the items 
you selected in the body of the message.

4/ Forward multiple emails as 
attachments — Alternatively, forward the 
selected emails as attachments. Select the 
emails and then pick Message>Forward as 
Attachment from the menu at the top or 
by right-clicking (or hold down the Control 
key on your keyboard and do a normal 

click) on one of the emails. Choose the 
Forward as Attachment option from the 
contextual menu that appears.

5/ On holiday — You can get Mail to do the 
‘I’m away’ message. In Mail, click on the 
Mail menu from the menu bar and select 
Preferences. Select the Rules tab and click 
on the Add Rule button.
Enter a description for this rule (ie, Auto 
Reply). Turn on ‘If ANY of the following 
conditions are met: Set this section to 
Account | Exchange’.
Set this section to Reply to Message | 
Reply message text then click on the 
Reply message text field to the right to 
construct your message; ‘I am currently 
having a wonderful holiday you should all 
be jealous of and cannot answer my emails 
until [date’], for example. Or something 
more considerate … Click OK.
You will now get a message asking if you 
want to apply this rule to all existing 
messages. Click Don’t Apply as you only 
want the rule to work for new messages. 
Your Out of Office message is now set up.
NOTE: You must remember to disable 
your Out of Office message manually once 
back, as it will not turn off automatically. 
Open the settings again and just untick 
this rule so you can use it again another 
time.
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Mac OS Mailtips&tricks

1/ View conversations in Mail — By 
default, Mail streamlines the message list 
by grouping messages into conversations, 
based on the subject lines, dates, senders, 
recipients, and other information. For 
example, messages about a birthday 
party might be grouped into a single 
conversation.
Only the most recent message of a 
conversation is shown in the message 
list. A number in the top message 
indicates how many of the conversation’s 
messages are in the current mailbox. 
Choose View>Organise by Conversation. A 
checkmark next to the command indicates 
conversations are on.

2/ Expand or collapse conversations 

in the message list — For 
one conversation, click the 
message count in the top 
message. For all conversations, 
choose View>Expand 
All Conversations or 
View>Collapse All 
Conversations.

3/ Step through the messages 
in a conversation — Press the 
Option key and while you’re 
holding it down, the Up Arrow 
,or Option-Down Arrow.

4/ Show your original message — If a 
reply doesn’t show your original message, 
click the See More link at the bottom of 
the reply.

5/ Select all messages in a conversation 
— Choose View>Select>All Messages in 
this Conversation. You can hide related 
messages located in other mailboxes: 
Choose Mail>Preferences, click Viewing, 
then deselect “Include related messages.”
To hide them only until you quit Mail, 
choose View>Hide Related Messages. You 
can also move messages in a conversation: 
when you move a message to another 
mailbox, it becomes a related message. If 
related messages are hidden, the message 

doesn’t appear in the conversation.
To highlight messages in a conversation: 
Choose Mail > Preferences, click Viewing, 
then select “Highlight messages with 
colour when not grouped.”
To change the highlight colour, click on the 
colour box.

Extra tips — Delete a conversation: Select 
a conversation in the messages list, 
then press Delete. All of the messages 
in the conversation are deleted, except 
for related messages located in other 
mailboxes.
You can see some of your mailboxes in the 
Favorites bar; but all of your mailboxes are 
shown in the Mail sidebar if you turn it on 
from the View menu.
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tips&tricks More smart web tips for Mail and Safari, searching Photos

1/ Boot Safari search links into new tabs 
— Just as you can in Safari on Mac, you can 
launch search terms into new tabs so you 
can check pages that load at your leisure 
rather than going backwards and forwards 
from your search page until you find the 
page you want. 
Open Safari, type in a search term and 
wait for the page of possible leads load. 
Now instead of tapping a ling, hold your 
finger on it to get a list of options: Open, 
Open in New Tab, Add to Reading List 
and Copy (so you can paste the link into a 
message or email to send to someone or 
add, for example, the Notes app).

2/ Search within a webpage — The 
Spotlight search tool in iOS does a solid 
job of searching the web for any search 
term you can dream up, quickly displaying 
top hits as well as a shortcut to Safari. 
In some cases, though, you may find 

yourself hunting for a specific name or 
term within a page, and here’s where 
Safari’s search box comes in handy. Just 
tap the arrows at the bottom of the screen 
to highlight each instance of a search term 
on a webpage.
Let’s say you want to find mentions within 
a page – when long pages load, who wants 
to spend ages scanning the text for what 
you seek? Just visit the page in Safari, then 
tap the address/search box at the top of 
the screen, tap the little “x” button to 
clear out the URL, then type in the word or 
name you’re looking for.
At the bottom of the search results, you’ll 
see ‘On This Page’ (above). Tap “Find 
‘(word you entered)’ to highlight every 
mention of the word on the page, then tap 
the arrows at the bottom of the screen to 
cycle through each mention.
Or just do what I do: 
press the Command 

key, and while it’s held down, F, to initiate 
the on-page word search (pictured at 
bottom left).

3/ Search Mail for names, subject lines, 
senders and recipients — Just as it can 
with web searches, Spotlight can quickly 
sift through all your Mail messages for 
pretty much anything, offering up a pile of 
hits that contain a given search term.
If you want to narrow search results, 
though – say you only want to search 
subject lines rather than then entire body 
of all your messages – skip Spotlight 
search and head directly to Mail’s own, 
integral search box. 
The search tool within iOS’s Mail app 
(below) lets you narrow a contact search 
to the “To” and “From” fields. Enter a 
search term (“safari,” for example), tap 
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tips&tricks
“Search for ‘Safari’” under the search box, 
then tap the “safari” search term again. 
When you do, a pair of tabs appear just 
below the search box: “Message” and 
“Subject.” 
Tap the Message tab to see a list of each 
and every message with the word “safari” 
in either the subject line or the message 
body, or tap Subject to restrict your search 
to subject lines only.
You can also enter the name of a contact 
in the search box. 
Again, tap “Search for ‘[contact name]’” 
and tap the name again in the search 
form, and this time you’ll get three tabs: 
“From,” “To,” and “Message.” Tap “From” 
to narrow your search to messages with 
the contact in the “From” field, “To” for 
messages with the sender in the “To” line,” 
or Message to search the entire message, 
including the body.

4/ Search your photos for places and 
times — Navigating the dozens (hundreds? 
more?) of so-called “Moments” in the iOS 
Photos app can be a total pain. Luckily, 
the Photos search tool can make it much 
easier to find the snapshot you’re looking 
for, even if you haven’t bothered to create 
and name custom photo albums.
The trick is to search for specific places, 
years, and/or months. For example, if you 

want to see all the photos 
you took during your trip to 
Te Kuiti last Christmas, just 
search for ‘Te Kuiti December.’
You can also tap the search 
box to reveal a series of quick 
searches, such as ‘Nearby’ 
(to see photos you’ve taken 
near your current location), 
‘One Year Ago’ and ‘Home’ 
(assuming you’ve flagged an 
address in Contacts as your 
home).

5/ Search for a setting — 
The iOS Settings screen has 
become seriously cluttered, 
with more than 30 main 
headings plus separate 
settings for most of your 
installed apps – and of 
course, each heading then has 
anywhere from a handful of 
options to dozens. 
Luckily there’s a Settings 
search box. Just go to the main 
Settings screen and swipe 
downwards (as shown at 
right) to reveal the search box, 
then type in a search term and 
you’ll quickly find the setting 
you are looking for.
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Hardware and Software I kept coming back to in 2015

The software and hardware I’ve been consistently 

using this year ...

Software
Words — First of all, Nisus Writer Pro is still by far and away my 
favourite word processor. I have never for a second regretted 
investing in this (years ago already). It has a proper New Zealand 
English dictionary for a start, as well as proper dictionaries for 
most other languages you can think of. It’s a linguists’ delight but 
as a general word processing tool, it’s also unbeatable: elegant, 
fast, comprehensive and doesn’t groan under feature-weight like 
Microsoft Word does – and of course, it opens and save Word files 
anyway.
Otherwise, I’m a heavy user of Apple’s Text Edit for notes and 
lists as it’s so quick to use (it’s in your Mac’s Applications folder 
already), but if I’m writing a book heading for iBooks Author I 

Tried&trusted
use Apple’s Pages, which is fine as a Word Processor, just not my 
favourite.

iBooks Author — I often say, Apple doesn’t give away much for 
free, but when it does it’s usually great – this is the case with 
Numbers (I stopped using Excel years ago, but my spreadsheet 
needs are not professional), Keynote (way better than 
PowerPoint) and Pages. iBooks Author is in this category. 
If you want to make books for iBooks (see below), while it’s 
limited in controlling layouts to the umpteenth degree like you 
can do in Adobe’s InDesign (which is what I’m using to create this 
PDF magazine), as far as making rich content easily, it’s really 
impressive. All our CreativeTech Multitouch books for iBooks 
have been made purely in iBooks Author.

Adobe — I grudgingly still use Adobe InDesign for laying out all 
these MagBytes newsletters but have to admit I’ve been looking 
for an alternative for years. Little frustrations seem to be allowed 
to persist in Adobe’s world (like Microsoft never managing to 
make a persistent English English dictionary in Word for decades 
already). In this case, the fact you have to set the parameters in 
the Drop Shadow dialogue every single time, after years and years 
of complaints, looks like arrogance on Adobe’s part. 
But I have tested several alternatives and they always fall over on 
one major detail or another (Pages, for example, for page layout 
doesn’t let you set up a several-page document easily to design 
the content into). So I’m still using InDesign, and it does generate 
a nice PDF at the end, as you can – hopefully – see. 
But I use it grumpily.

iBooks — Lordy lordy, I have bought so many great books in this 
free Apple app, I’d better not forget the iPad when I go away up 
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Hardware and Software I kept coming back to in 2015Tried&trusted
north as I have some excellent reading 
lined up – but they’re also on my Mac 
anyway, all perfectly synced up. Why 
more people don’t use iBooks is a 
mystery to me – it’s super cool, and it’s 
already on your Mac, your iPad and your 
iPhone.

Photoshop is still king of the hill for 
real image editing, and I use it daily, and 
little incremental improvements via the 
new Adobe Creative Cloud platform 
are really appreciated. But I’ve been really impressed with Aurora 
HDR, which anyone can use to make a good photo fantastic. And 
Apple’s free Photos app, which replaced iPhoto, is actually a very 
handy and well-developed app – the fact you can install various 
MacPhun extra imaging packages into Photos as an extension is 
wonderful.
Back to Adobe though – wow, Fuse! Slightly buggy, a bit slow 
to interface with Adobe CC Libraries online (but we are in New 
Zealand after all) but wow, being able to construct characters 
(below) for fiction and other projects is sensational. Once a 
decent guide is produced and the bugs worked out (some of the 
animation and further customisation has to be continued on 

in Photoshop and it’s not exactly 
intuitive to work it out), this will 
be incredibly useful visualisation 
software as you can export the 
result as a smoothly animated 
QuickTime movie from Photoshop

As far as other Apple software 
goes, I really like Apple Mail 
and I have all sorts of different 
email accounts set up in it, with 
individualised signatures and form 

letters, and I bought SpamSieve a few years ago and never looked 
back – it’s a better spam filter that, although third-party, works 
very well with Apple Mail. (If you don’t have your email address 
appearing on websites, you probably won’t need this level of 
spam filtering.)
Safari I am also most happy with, but I’m as critical as most 
people are of iTunes. It’s hard to navigate, a resource hog and I 
wish it was broken up into components like it is for iOS: Podcasts, 
Music, Movies etcetera.

Preview is another hidden free Apple champion of an app
Preview is another hidden free Apple champion of an app
Apple’s Preview app (it’s on every Mac in the Applications folder 
and deserves to be in your Dock) is so quick, fast and easy to 
use for markup on images and PDFs, I use it constantly to make 
pictures for Mac NZ and MagBytes more instructive. (That’s 
where all those coloured boxes and arrows come from – I have 
them all though MagBytes and in my presentations.)

Logic, Apple’s professional level audio software, never ceases 
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Hardware and Software I kept coming back to in 2015Tried&trusted
to amaze and intrigue me. I’m a massive fan and I learn new 
things about it every week. The new synths that arrived in 2015 
are awesome. But I also still dive into GarageBand and iMovie to 
knock together various ideas or make instructional videos.
That said, I’m also a big fan of Final Cut Pro X – is it still 
controversial to say that? It shouldn’t be.

Out there — CARROT Weather. I love it on Mac and I love it on 
iPhone/iPad/Watch. It’s sassy, dripping with attitude, but it’s 
also smart and accurate. (It calls me ‘Dirtbag’!)

Games — It’s been a bad and good game year for me in 2015 
– bad in that I haven’t discovered any new and really good 
games (Blitzkrieg and Company of Heroes 2 being terrible 
disappointments). The only one I’ve stuck with has been Fallout 
Shelter on iPad, which I can happily dip in and out of. It would 
have been boring except for developer Bethesda has managed 
to release great little updates at just the right time to keep my 
interest.
But good that not having any full-on game obsessions has 
allowed me to be more productive. Dang …

Hardware
I’m still over the moon with my 2012 SSD-based i7 MacBook Pro 
15-inch, but I expect this line to change next year taking on some 
of the innovations that showed up in this year’s new MacBook, 
which I otherwise consider overpriced and underpowered. The 
Air consistently gets good reports but people also consistently 
underestimate how small the internal SSDs are, and what they 
can actually fit on their Airs, so they fill them up in no time flat. 
So here’s to SSDs getting cheaper and bigger at the same time. 
SSD (and Fusion) is the best thing that ever happened to Macs.

The 2015 Retina iMac is sensational. My partner had to buy 27-
inch  one to make films on 
and … all I can say is ‘wow’. 
Even though she filled up 
her 3TB Fusion hard drive 
in a week thanks to all 
the cool art movies she’s 
making.

For the rest, the IK 
Multimedia iRig Keys 25 
is a super-handy little 
keyboard, small enough 
to throw in a bag but also, 
more importantly, to keep on my desk as it’s so little. While it 
won’t please serious keyboardists who always need the full range 
of keys, for musical haberdashers like myself it’s excellent being 
able to get a tune or riff down in relative comfort and so handily. 
Likewise, IK’s various mics that plug variously into iDevices and 
Macs are uniformly excellent and useful, and in the field, please 
give me one of those any day over one of those damn Zoom things 
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Hardware and Software I kept coming back to in 2015Tried&trusted
that field recorders seem to like – they’re hard to use, unintuitive 
and fail when you need them most (in my experience, anyway).

As far as audio input into my Mac goes, I know people have had 
struggles with these keeping up with new versions of Mac OS, 
but I bought an Alesis 2-input io|2 in 2007 and I’m still using it. 
It has never been incompatible with any system – even all the 
Betas before El Capitan was officially released – and it still sounds 
wonderful. This unit has been superseded, but I have had no need 
to upgrade so far.

I don’t know if Ryan would make another one, but this custom 
valve preamp thing (I call it ‘Valvo’) is awesome.
I don’t know if Ryan would make another one, but this custom 
valve preamp thing (I call it ‘Valvo’) is awesome.
But this year I got Ryan of the Amp Shop, in Symonds Street 
Auckland, to build me a low-wattage valve preamp. The idea is, 
you plug your guitar into this, and the preamp, in turn, into your 
Mac’s input (my io2) and you still get a valve sound. It’s SWEET! 
Ryan did a great job. Also, you can use it to get a lovely valve 

sound from a 
solid-state amp. 
Plus it looks 
really cool (it’s 
about the size of 
a Weetbix box.)

Ultimate Ears 
(aka Logitech) 
makes an 
excellent 
speaker, the UE 

Boom 2. This can be used in all sorts of applications and is easy 
to take to a beach, barbecue or party. We use one to get excellent 
sound from our Sony TV, which has a great picture but tinny, 
anaemic sound. If you have two, you can use a free app to make 
them work in real stereo.

iPhone 6s, Apple Watch … iPhone 6s is the best iPhone ever 
made. No contest. It has an almost identical form factor as the 6, 
which is still a fine phone, but the 6s is much better.
Watch … I’ve been using one for several months and I won’t be 
buying one when I send this unit back, sorry Apple. Although I’m 
really impressed at the build quality and I love wearing a watch 
(especially once I got the ProductRED strap), and although I’m 
impressed at what Apple managed to lever into this little thing, 
and it’s beautifully-built, it’s a little laggy. I think the next version 
will be better and I’ll wait for that. That said, if I was wealthy 
and busy, I would have bought one straight away. Day-to-day 
functionality where iPhone functions appear on, and can be dealt 
with from, your wrist is pretty compelling.

iPad Pro, Pencil, Smart Keyboard 
— Apple is usually really good 
at getting me to see the latest 
products, but with the end-of-
year rush (I presume) I have yet to 
lay eyes on any of these, at least 
officially. Since then, iStore was 
happy to show them to me so at 
least I’ve seen them now.

Semi-hardware — I joined the 
Kickstarter for The Affair’s 1984 
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Hardware and Software I kept coming back to in 2015Tried&trusted
‘Stealth Fashion‘ range of high-tech clothing (right) designed from 
descriptions of the apparel in Orwell’s eponymous (and prescient) 
book 1984. Manufacture was delayed, but once the ‘Outer Party 
Workers’  jacket (for my partner) and pants (for me) arrived, we 
were both really impressed. These clothes are awesome, and 
whereas clothes have been designed before that fit high-tech 
gadgets, I’ve never seen anything as well made – and flat-out cool 

– as these. And they come with ‘unpockets’ – slip your phone in, 
and no signal gets in or out. The Affair ships worldwide for free.
2016 — I expect a new MacBook Pro that shows off a substantial 
redesign, at least three products we haven’t even really imagined, 
and watch 2.
But don’t quote me on that. I hope you have a fantastic holiday 
season, and please keep safe out there.

(Below: Waikato Bay, Karikari Peninsular, Far North, December 2015)
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