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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site for New Zealand. You can store 
your issues of MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from Mavericks) to have it appear on your iPhone and iPad 
(inside iBooks) next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free to pass MagBytes on. 
MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by Mac NZ for this purpose 
only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on Mac NZ MagBytes Newsletter at top right).

November 2016  
•2——Mac News ~ Black Friday 

sales, more about late 2016 
MacBook Pros, 4K monitors,  

808 doco, book, Trump &  
Apple, Touché, innovation, 

Melbourne, dark game Beholder  
•5——Updates ~ Visual Studio, 

Parallels, luminar, USB,  
Swift Playgrounds 
•6——Mac Help ~  

Around New Zealand 
•7—— iOS & iDevice news 

~ Touch Disease, PingPoltter, 
iPhone logs, Rome Total War, 

Watch directions 
•9——Apple & Talk ~ The touchy 

subject of  the Touch Bar, and 
Danglin’ in Dongle Dell 

•11——Tips & Tricks ~ Using 
Siri on Mac, iOS 10 and Safari, 

Contacts, Mail, Messages, 
Universal Clipboard, Markup 

•14——Shiny & New ~ Moshi 
dongles and connectors, Luminar 

makes beautiful photos

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

No new Apple products this month but lots of discussion about the new MacBook Pro, and the first units started arriving in New 
Zealand. Meanwhile, Luminar the spohisticated photo editor for Mac (above) shipped after it’s pre-sale period

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.creativetech.net.nz
http://www.mac-nz.com
http://www.mac-nz.com
mailto:newsletter%40mac-nz.com?subject=Opt%20Out
http://www.mac-nz.com
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Mac News For Black Friday, all CreativeTech iBooks are on sale before Christmas

Tis the season ... for sales
Black Friday sales make good pre-Christmas buying, 
and my little company CreativeTech is joinging in. All 
CreativeTech books are thereby discounted till Sunday 
27th November).
Prices are across all 51 territories with discounts 
commensurate to the following in local currencies:
Parcels From Home: The Prisoner of War Parcel 
Scheme and the New Zealand Red Cross in World War 
Two, now NZ99¢/Australian-US99¢/UK49p (usually 
NZ$11.99).
Parcels From Home: Jack’s War by Steve Bolton 
(historical graphic novel telling the NZ WWII Red Cross 
Parcel story) now NZ$1.99/Aus-US 99¢/UK49p (usually 
NZ$17.99)
Parcels From Home: The Prisoner of War Parcel 
Scheme and the New Zealand Red Cross in World 
War Two (Trainspotter Version), now NZ$2.99/Aus-
US$1.99/UK99p (usually NZ$17.99)
Friendship, Foes and Feathers: June, Anne and the 
Great War by Lynda Johansson Nunweek, now NZ99¢/
Aus-US99¢/UK49p (usually NZ$7.99)
Four Immeasurable States and What Is Nirvana? now 
on sale, now NZ99¢/Aus-US99¢/UK49p (usually 
NZ$9.99).
Remember, you only buy an iBook once (or you can Gift 
them to any other Apple user) then you can read them 
on all your Apple devices. If you stop on a page on your 
Mac, it opens on that page on your iPad. Take a note 
or highlight text, and they carry automatically across 
when you open the book on the other devices. Our 
iBooks have high-res images, audio, video and more. 

61 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna 09 486 1493

Authorised to service iPod, 
iPad and Mac

www.istorenz.com

Enhancing Your Apple Experience

Scan QR Code to quickly 
get in touch with iStore

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
https://itunes.apple.com/book/parcels-from-home/id982867840
https://itunes.apple.com/book/parcels-from-home/id982867840
https://itunes.apple.com/book/parcels-from-home/id982867840
https://itunes.apple.com/book/parcels-from-home/id980806423
https://itunes.apple.com/book/parcels-from-home-trainspotter/id982883770
https://itunes.apple.com/book/parcels-from-home-trainspotter/id982883770
https://itunes.apple.com/book/parcels-from-home-trainspotter/id982883770
https://itunes.apple.com/book/friendship-foes-feathers-june/id1010007124
https://itunes.apple.com/book/friendship-foes-feathers-june/id1010007124
https://itunes.apple.com/book/four-immeasurable-states-what/id1036675526
http://www.istorenz.com
http://www.mac-nz.com
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Mac News New MacBook pro info, 4K monitors, 808 doco, Apple book, Trump

New MacBook Pros arriving
New 15-inch compared to 13 -inch — With 
the best processor, 16 GB of RAM, 1 TB 
flash storage, but a different GPU, is the 
15-inch with Quad-Core processor and 
discrete GPU really that much faster? Is it 
worth the extra money, size and weight?
BareFeat’s test results show that for 
“21% more, the extra $$$ buys you a 
bigger screen, an average of 40% faster 
performance running CPU intensive 
pro apps, and an average of 110% faster 
running GPU intensive pro apps.” Sounds 
pretty compelling. Quad-Core and discrete 
graphics always wins.
AppleInsider breaks down the pros and 
cons of each variant (13-inch compared to 
15) in this head-to-head comparison video.

Teardown of  MacBook Pro 15
The new model with with Touch Bar 
reveals non-removable SSD, extra 
trackpad touch controller, more — Repair 

firm iFixit on Friday completed its 
dissection of Apple’s 15-inch MacBook Pro 
with Touch Bar, which boasts upscaled 
components and extra hardware not 
found on its smaller 13-inch sibling.

Apple’s MacBook Pro ad Bulbs
Apple has released a new commercial for 
MacBook Pro with Touch Bar called Bulbs. 
The 1 minute, 37 second spot features 
flashes of some big (and small) inventions 
using exploding lightbulbs as a metaphor. 
The  MacBook Pro doesn’t appear until the 
final 10 seconds, accompanied by the tag 
line, “Introducing a tool for all the ideas to 
come.” We’re then shown a finger sliding 
back and forth on the Touch Bar to scrub 
through a video of another exploding 
lightbulb.

Connect 4K monitors
Getting 4K on a relatively recent Mac has 
some hang-ups, but is still possible – and 
rewarding. AppleInsider explains the 
ins and outs of how to do so, even on 
some computers Apple doesn’t officially 
support. There’s also advice for some older 
models without official support for 4K.

Exclusive rights to ‘808’ doco
Apple has secured exclusive first 
access rights to 808, a documentary 

film chronicling 
the impact the 
Roland TR-808 
programmable 
drum machine had, 
and continues to 
have despite its 
discontinuation 33 
years ago, on the 
music making world.

Apple book
Apple has released 
Designed by Apple 
in California, a book 
that chronicles the 
last 20 years of 
Apple’s triumphs 
in product design 
and innovation. It 
costs US$300 ... 
Or you can scroll 
through this post of 
great looking Apple 
products through 
the ages right here 
in your browser for 
free …

Apple & Trump
President-elect 
Donald Trump has 

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://barefeats.com/rmbp13v15.html
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/11/18/comparing-apples-late-2016-13-15-macbook-pro-with-touch-bar
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/11/18/comparing-apples-late-2016-13-15-macbook-pro-with-touch-bar
https://www.macobserver.com/cool-stuff-found/apples-macbook-pro-commercial-bulbs
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/11/17/how-to-connect-4k-monitors-to-your-mac-even-on-some-older-models-without-official-support
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/11/17/how-to-connect-4k-monitors-to-your-mac-even-on-some-older-models-without-official-support
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/11/15/apple-music-nabs-exclusive-streaming-rights-to-star-studded-808-documentary
http://www.macsense.co.nz
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2016/11/15/designed-by-apple-in-california-chronicles-20-years-of-apple-design
http://digg.com/2016/apple-photos-coffee-table-book
http://digg.com/2016/apple-photos-coffee-table-book
http://digg.com/2016/apple-photos-coffee-table-book
http://www.mac-nz.com
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Mac News MacBook Pro video editor, Touché, innovative, Melbourne, Beholder

pushed a protectionist proposal that 
could to force Apple “to build their damn 
computers and things in this country.” 
It’s a suggestion that has been outright 
dismissed by most observers —but should 
it be? [And you thought Apple gear was 
already expensive?]

Pro video praises new MB Pro 
A video editor who obtained early access 
to Apple’s new Touch Bar-equipped 
MacBook Pro has posted a blog entry 
claiming the laptop is well-suited to video 
editing, while dismissing complaints about 
its ports forcing people to use adapters. 
The Pro is said to run faster than Windows 
laptops with superior components, and 
in fact be powerful enough to support 
twin 5K displays, possibly making it good 
enough to use as a full-time editing tool — 
not just away from a desk.

Touché Touch Bar for any Mac
Daniel Jalkut at Red Sweater Software 
has released Touché, an app that shows a 
fully-functional Touch Bar on the screen of 
any Mac (pictured above). 
It’s fully-functional in that you can click 
on it, since actually touching it won’t do 

Beholder on 
Steam for Mac 
The dystopia 
simulator Beholder 
(below) is now 
available on Steam 
for Mac, Windows, 
and Linux systems. 
The game puts you 
in the shoes of Carl, 
a state-installed 
Landlord tasked 
by a totalitarian 
State to spy on his 
tenants. The price for 
Beholder is US$9.99.

anything. Touché won’t give you the full 
experience of having a Touch Bar, but it 
lets you see what you might be missing.
Touché is available free and runs on any 
Mac running macOS Sierra 10.12.1 (build 
16B2657) and later.

Apple most innovative
Apple tops the 2016 Global Innovation 
1000 Study by Price Waterhouse (PwC). 
The Cupertino, California-based company 
has held the top spot for six years running.

Big Melbourne Apple Store?
Apple may be nearing a deal to build a 
A$50 million store according to a report.

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.macsense.co.nz
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/11/11/pro-video-editor-with-hands-on-time-praises-new-macbook-pro-for-touch-bar-speed
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/11/11/pro-video-editor-with-hands-on-time-praises-new-macbook-pro-for-touch-bar-speed
http://store.steampowered.com/app/475550
http://store.steampowered.com/app/475550
https://red-sweater.com/touche/
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/11/15/apple-finalizing-deal-for-50m-au-store-in-central-melbourne---report
http://www.mac-nz.com
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Microsoft preview edition of  Visual Studio for Mac
Microsoft has released the anticipated Visual Studio for Mac, 
bringing over one of its signature Windows development tools.

Parallels for Microsoft SCCM
Parallels has unveiled Parallels Mac Management 5.0 for 
Microsoft System Center Configuration Manager (SCCM), which 
extends Microsoft SCCM functionality, offering a solution to 
manage and control both PC and Mac computers.

Luminar versus Lightroom, Aperture, Aurora
The smart photo editing software for Mac, Luminar, is now 
shipping. It has sophisticated controls for making photos 
potivily burst with colour and detail, and (as with Aurora) it 
has a cool vertical wiper lets you drag it left and right (pictured 
below) to see before and ‘Luminared’. Macphun has launched a 
comprehensive comparison chart to show differences between 

Updates Visual studio, Parallels, Luminar, USB tester, Swift Playgrounds updated

Luminar, Lightroom, and Aperture. But why Luminar when you 
already have Aurora, the MacPhun software that handles RAW 
files? 
MacPhun has posted a blog explaining the differences.

TechTool Pro USB tester
USBee is a handy new device by Micromat that can be used to find 
out if a USB port is providing sufficient power or if a connected 
device is taking too much (shown above). It can also be used to 
test the efficiency of a charging port. 
The convenient pocket-sized device will display the amount of 
voltage at the USB port, and the amperage being delivered to the 
connected device, such as a hard drive, phone, or lifestyle device. 
It costs US$29.99, so about NZ$42, plus shipping.

Apple has updated Swift Playgrounds
Apple has updated Swift Playgrounds, the free iPad app that 
teaches kids of any age basic coding skills in Swift, to version 1.1. 
The upgrade — available at the Apple App Store — adds new Learn 
to Code lessons, support for sound and music.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.macphun.com/luminar/compare
http://www.macphun.com/luminar/compare
https://macphun.com/blog/luminar-for-aurora-hdr
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Apple’s official support pages are 
comprehensive and cover all aspects of 
Apple hardware and software – it’s here.
Also try Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. Every new 
Mac has a one-year warranty and 90 days 
free phone support. AppleCare extends 
this all out to three years. Under NZ 
law, you are covered by the Consumer 
Guarantees Act against anything going 
wrong that comes down to parts failure 
within reasonable expectations (say, inside 
three years’ use), but be prepared to spend 
anxious time on the phone, sticking to 
your guns to get it fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 
If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in 
rest homes. This is a large, well-run and 
successful group.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. Go to MSN Ak’s web page 
or email Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 
available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.
Eden Roskill — This Auckland branch has 
an Apple Group that meets on the second 
Monday of every month at 487 Dominion 
Rd in the Mt Eden Senior Citizen Rooms, 
opposite Potter’s Park in Balmoral. There 
are several courses for Apple users (Mac, 
iPhone and iPad) as numbers warrant. To 
join, call Janet 09 828 3098

Mac & iDevice training in 
Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac NZ 
– but I sometimes run Grey Lynn Sessions 
in Auckland (click on Training). This is the 
cheapest way to learn, at $40 per session 
in a friendly, group environment. 
Please email if you are interested in 
attending, as I only book a room when I 
can guarantee five attendees. 
The sessions are friendly, open to 
questions at all times and are backed up by 
‘tip sheet’ handouts. 
I can and do train one-to-one or to small 
groups at your home or workplace in 
Auckland. This costs $95/hour. 
I can present to institutions on Mac and 
iDevice: tips, tricks, hidden features, 
demystification ...Email Mark for info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top).

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help Apple assistance, Consumer Guarantees Act, help, support

Papakura — Mac Interest Group meets 
every 1st, 3rd and 4th week of the month 
9.30 to Noon. An iPad Interest Group 
meets every 3rd Tuesday at 1pm
An “Introduction to iPad” course run on 
demand.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.apple.com/support/
http://www.apple.com/nz/findouthow/mac/
http://www.apple.com/nz/findouthow/mac/
http://www.apple.com/nz/service/
http://www.consumeraffairs.govt.nz/for-consumers/law/consumer-guarantees-act
http://www.consumeraffairs.govt.nz/for-consumers/law/consumer-guarantees-act
http://www.apple.com/nz/support/products/mac.html
http://www.seniormac.org.nz
http://www.seniormac.org.nz
http://www.macsnrs.org.nz
mailto:%20macseniorauckland%40mail.com?subject=Enquiry%20via%20MagBytes%20about%20SeniorNet
http://www.seniornet-eden-roskill.org.nz
https://macnzmark.wordpress.com/training/classes-in-grey-lynn/
mailto:mac.nz%40mac.com?subject=Grey%20Lynn%20sessions
https://macnzmark.wordpress.com/training/one-to-one-visits/
https://macnzmark.wordpress.com/training/business-corporate-academic/
mailto:mac.nz%40mac.com?subject=Please%20tell%20me%20more%20about%20training
http://www.mac-nz.com/help_.html
http://www.mac-nz.com/help_.html
mailto:Dave%20Boswell%20%3Cdaveboz%40xtra.co.nz%3E?subject=Query%20from%20MagBytes
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iDevice news

Logitech ad

Multi-Touch repair program
Apple has launched a program 
to repair iPhone 6 Plus devices 
exhibiting display flickering or 
Multi-Touch issues after being 
dropped multiple times on a hard 
surface and then incurring further 
stress on the device.

PingPlotter is powerful
There are times of unexplained 
’net slowness or when you simply 
cannot connect reliably to a 
website. PingPlotter allows you to 
view the various ‘hops‘ between 
you and another server. You can 
view each step in real time and it 
graphically shows the speed. You 
can set up multiple windows to 
trace multiple connections.
PingPlotter can be downloaded 
free and comes with versions for 
macOS, Windows, and iOS. The free 
version has quick troubleshooting 
all the way up to a US$200 version 
for professional users. There is a 
detailed manual online.

iPhone call logs uploaded
Any iPhone user with iCloud Drive 
enabled is having their call logs 
automatically uploaded to Apple 

Touch Disease, PingPlotter, Apple comments on iPhone logs

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
https://www.apple.com/support/iphone6plus-multitouch/
http://www.pingplotter.com/
http://www.pingplotter.com/
http://www.logitech.com/en-nz/tablet-accessories?WT.ac=HP-footer-tablet-accessories
http://www.mac-nz.com
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iDevice newsTV StoryTime, Rome Total war for iPad, directions on Watch

servers —without their 
consent, and whether or 
not they have backups 
enabled, a Russian 
security firm said on 
Thursday. [Hands up 
who trusts Russian 
‘forensics firms’.]
Apple has released a 
statement about this: 
“We offer call history 
syncing as a convenience 
to our customers so 
that they can return 
calls from any of 
their devices. Apple 
is deeply committed 
to safeguarding our 
customers’ data. 
That’s why we give our 
customers the ability 
to keep their data private. Device data 
is encrypted with a user’s passcode, and 
access to iCloud data including backups 
requires the user’s Apple ID and password. 
Apple recommends all customers select 

strong passwords and use two-factor 
authentication.”

Apple’s ‘iBooks StoryTime’ 
Apple has released iBooks StoryTime, 
a new first-party tvOS app that brings 

handpicked children’s 
books to TVs with Read-
Aloud narration, fun 
graphics and animations, 
and Siri Remote 
compatibility.

Rome: Total War for 
iPad
Feral Interactive has 
brought this popular Mac/
PC game to iPad, which 
was no mean feat, as 
it included figuring out 
how to make mouse and 
keyboard controls work 
on a touch interface. It’s 
NZ$14.99/US$9.99, and 
Feral has released a new 
trailer for it.

Use the Maps on Apple Watch
If you launch the Maps app on the Apple 
Watch, you can search for a location. 
To do so, just follow these steps … 
(Get it? Hah-di-ha-ha.)

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.macsense.co.nz
https://itunes.apple.com/app/rome-total-war/id1106831630
https://www.macobserver.com/cool-stuff-found/rome-total-war-ipad-new-trailer
https://www.macobserver.com/cool-stuff-found/rome-total-war-ipad-new-trailer
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2016/11/8/how-to-use-the-maps-app-on-your-apple-watch-for-directions
http://www.mac-nz.com
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apple&talk A touchy subject for some

Well, the first MacBook Pros have started 
arriving to those who pre-ordered them 
online. The critics love to say ‘It’s barely 
faster, it’s just thinner, and the Touch Bar 
is a gimmick’. Well, you know, the critics 
have to say something, and you can’t beat 
the obvious, although I agree the CPU 
could have been more advanced. As for the 
Touch Bar being a gimmick, you’ve all seen 
long-terms and/or pro users whipping their 
Macs through series of operations because 
they’re using key commands instead of 
hunting through menus and sliding around 
on screen to click buttons.
I meet many Mac users who still do that – I 
tell them ‘Learn 3-10 commands to change 
your Mac using life dramatically’.

The Touch Bar addresses that. Suddenly, 
obvious buttons are right there, easy to 
see and easy to initiate. The key commands 
still work, but you have instant access to 
commands and operations in a clear and 
visual way. what’s not to like? As for the 
criticism that it’s not a patch on Microsoft’s 
Surface approach, well guess what? Go 
buy a Surface. Then you can struggle with 
that pig of a confusing operating system 
and spend your time wiping your smeary 
fingerprints off your screen.
Because there’s no way I want to 
continually smear and wipe the visual feast 

that is a Retina Display on a Mac, thank you 
very much, and I defy any designer or video 
editor to disagree.

The Late 2016 MacBook Pro with Touch 
Bar may not be a dramatic leap as far as 
CPU goes, but the Intel quad core Core 
i7 Skylake CPU is still pretty damn good. 
Apple has concentrated on speeding up all 
the architecture around this for a fast-
feeling package and the new MacBook 
Pro’s dynamic input Touch Bar (the buttons 
change depending on what app you are 
using) will speed you up too, if you’re still a 
Hunter-Pecker style user, but even if you’re 
a Keyboard whiz, you’ll appreciate the 
direct-touch speedups Final Cut Pro X.
The late 2016 MacBook Pro couples the 
CPU to very fast 2133 MHz PC3-17000 
LPDDR3 SDRAM and an AMD Radeon Pro 
450/455/460 dedicated GPU backed by 2 
or 4GB of GDDR5 memory with automatic 
switching to a more power efficient Intel 

HD Graphics 530 GPU when on battery.
It uses ultra fast PCIe-based SSD storage of 
up to 2TB. The USB-C expansion ports are 
the future – everything else will change to 
this, and despite what you might hear, PC 
manufacturers are already going there too. 
These  support up to two 5k, or four 4k(!) 
external DisplayPort monitors, USB 3.1 Gen 
2 devices (up to 10Gbps) and can handle 
daisy-chained Thunderbolt 3 peripherals up 
to 40 Gbps.

That aforementioned display is brighter 
and sports higher contrast and the 
expanded DPI P3 colour gamut. Hear that, 
designers and videographers?  The larger 
Force Touch trackpad and enhanced Retina 
MacBook style butterfly keyboard will be 
are nice touches too, (I checked them out 
at iStore). Oh, and you can get it in the very 
serious Space Grey or the familiar silver. I 
predict not many will spring for silver. And 
you can wake it up with a touch and hey, 
it’s a quarter of a kilogram lighter! Apple 
Insider in the US managed to get one, and 
has a  full review.
Apple Senior Vice President of Worldwide 
Marketing Phil Schiller has talked more 
about Apple’s reasoning behind the Touch 
Bar. I believe that if Apple adds the Touch 
Bar to it’s wireless and plug-in keyboards, 
pro desktop Mac users will jump there fast.
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apple&talkDanglin’ in Dongle Dell thanks to the new USB-C connector

Apple’s new MacBook Pro, with no 
Thunderbolt and no USB, leads to all sorts 
of interesting scenarios: what will the next 
iMac have in the way of ports? A USB-C 
port is versatile and no mistake: you can 
charge through it, run storage devices 
through it (if you have the right adapter 
dongles), run extra monitors through it (if 
you have the right adapter dongles). But an 
iMac doesn’t need to be charged,  and not 
that many people run extra monitors off 
them, even though that can be extremely 
useful.

Meanwhile, every MacBook user now has 
to buy dongles (danged dangly adapters) 
to plug in anything they already own: USB 
‘thumb’ drives, Thunderbolt and USB hard 
drives, external monitors, wired Ethernet 
(still way faster than relying on wifi), 
external monitors and, here’s the real 
kicker, even your Apple iPhone!
That’s right – Apple has made a phone that 
won’t plug plug into it’s own new Mac. 
Weird, because this is still far and away the 
best method to get photos off your iPhone 
and to set it up (iTunes allows a fast, deep 
setup of any plugged-in iDevice). Of course, 
with an evolutionary step in rolling out 
new ports, there’s always going to be an 
interchange period, but still.

That said, a Touch Bar keyboard for other 
Macs would be most welcome. Apple 
does hint at obtuse and fuzzy futures, 
and it’s gratifying that a workforce that 
has expanded by four times since 2009 
is actually doing something over at 
Cupertino, but we need concrete evidence.

At least Apple has, for a time, dropped 
the prices on all its dongles, and 
meanwhile many other companies have 
come to the party with their versions 
(Moshi’s single Multiport may suit many 
– see Shiny&New after Tips&Tricks), but 
crikey, I already regularly carry four. How 
many more will I need? And I’m not going 
as far as ExtremeTech, who recently posted 
that Apple is now a dongle company that 
happens to make smartphones and Macs, 
but they have hit on something. Apple 
now has a confusing lineup of iDevices, a 
confusing lineup of Macs and a Christmas 
tree of fiddly dongles. This was the 
company once lauded for its streamlined 
simplicity.

Where to now? We actually don’t know 
what Apple is thinking, doing or planning 
until Apple actually releases something. 
There has been lots of critique thanks to 
the new Macs (Mac Observer has a good 

roundup and Horace Dediu has published a 
good piece too.
I feel uncomfortable at this negative 
criticism (even when I’m taking part) 
because at the end of the day, I want Apple 
to keep providing the products I want to 
have and use; the ones that let me continue 
to be creative and productive. I’ve been 
having to use a PC recently and wow, 
talk about jumping through hoops to get 
even simple thing done!
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Using Siri on your Mac – more compelling reasonstips&tricks
1/ Picture-I-Picture in macOS Sierra 
supports picture-in-picture — You don’t 
need Method 2 if you have the on-screen 
controls (a little button at lower left on 
your video player) but if that doesn’t appear 
(I hardly ever see them), there’s another 
way to enable PiP mode. 
On, say YouTube, right-click in the middle 
of the movie to bring up a set of YouTube-
supplied HTML 5-based controls. 
This takes doing it to get it, but once that 
pop-up menu is on-screen, right-click 
away from it (right of t, or left, or above or 
below) and another pop-out menu appears, 
as above.  
Choose that, and the movie will unfold 
and snap to the nearest corner of your Mac 
desktop. You can only access this particular 
Sierra contextual menu if the HTML 
5-supplied pop-up menu is on screen first, 
though.

2/ Command-drag to position Picture-
in-Picture videos — If you’re watching a 
video in picture-in-picture mode in macOS 
Sierra, it snaps to the nearest corner. Even 
when you drag it out of that corner, it will 
again snap to the corner nearest to where 
you let it go.
But hold down the Command key while you 
drag to put the video where you want it. 
Iif you Command-Drag the video, it stays 

where you leave 
it. If you don’t, it 
will snap to the 
nearest corner.
3/  Search for 
images on the 
internet — 
macOS Sierra’s 
voice assistant can search the web for 
pictures. Click on Siri’s colourful Dock or 
menu bar icon, and say something like ‘Do a 
Web search for images of [whatever]’. 
The list of results that appears is 
interactive. 
For example, you can drag and drop one of 
those thumbnails out to your desktop to 
save it there, onto Mail’s icon in the Dock 
to attach it to an email, or into a Pages or 
Word document to insert it. 
You can also right- or Control-click a 
thumbnail to get a few other options, 
including the ability to copy the image.

4/ Using Photos Memories — The new 
Memories feature within Sierra’s version 
of Photos is a pretty cool way to look back 
on the pictures you’ve taken. Depending on 
how big your Photos library is, the program 
will generate up to three new Memories 
per day to remind you of events or places in 
your life. You can look at these Memories 
by choosing that option either under the big 

buttons near the top of Photos’ window…
Selecting Memories in either place will 
show you both the automatically-created 
ones and ones you’ve made.

5/ Make a Memory — This is easy, if not 
very obvious: click on the header for any 
moment, collection, or year within the 
main Photos view, and you’ll see an Add 
to Memories option at the bottom of the 
following screen.
Once you’re looking at all of your 
Memories, then, you can double-click one 
to check out the images within it or use 
the Play button to view it as a slideshow. If 
you see a Memory you really like and would 
like to keep, you can ‘favorite’ it. Choose 
Image>Add to Favorite Memories… or 
right-click on the Memory and select that 
same option.
To remove a favourited Memory, select 
it and choose the Remove from Favorite 
Memories option from the Image menu, or 
right-click on it again and pick that from 
the contextual menu.
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tips&tricks iOS 10 and Safari, setting preferred Contacts, Mail and Messages

1/ Search tabs in Safari — The iOS 10 
version of Safari lets you open up an 
unlimited number of tabs while you’re 
browsing. 
That does bring its own problems though, 
including not being able to keep track of 
your browsing, and that’s where tab search 
comes in.
Rotate your device into landscape mode (it 
will not work in portrait) then tap the tabs 
button. A new search box appears in the 
top left corner. (You may have to swipe the 
screen downwards and ‘bounce’ it to make 
the icons appear).
Enter your search terms and Safari filters 
out the tabs as you go. Bear in mind you’re 
only searching through the titles of the 
tabs and not the actual web pages. When 
you’ve found what you’re looking for, tap to 
open the tab.

2/ Set your preferred contacts — 
Apple finally lets you set the default 
communication method for each category 
(call, message, video, mail): press and hold 
on the relevant blue iconic the Contacts 
app. This will initiate a call or a message or 
whatever, so just be ready to cancel it. But 
iOS 10 keeps this as the default for next 
time.
Confusingly, this doesn’t change the 
default communication method if your 
contact is already listed as a ‘favorite’. Pick 
‘Add to Favorites’ to set your preferred 
option, then head to the Favorites screen 
itself to ensure it’s the only choice for that 
contact.
These listed favourite options are the 
ones Siri uses when you ask it to initiate a 
communication with someone.

3/ Edit contacts in-line in Mail — You 
have long been able to tap a 
contact’s name in email headers 
to view their details. In iOS 10, you 
can now edit them right there, as 
long as they’re listed in Contacts. 
If they aren’t, you can use the 
typical add/update contact 
option, then edit in-line.
4/ Answer Messages from the 
Lock screen, or not — Under iOS 
10, we can now reply to messages 

without unlocking our devices, which is 
really convenient. The text that shows up 
shows ‘Press for more’ on iPhone 6s and 7, 
and ‘Slide for more’ on earlier iPhones. 
You can turn this feature off if you’re 
worried about others replying to your 
messages from your iPhone while it’s 
on lock – the option is under Settings 
> Touch ID & Passcode > Allow Access 
When Locked, and it’s labeled ‘Reply with 
Message.’ If you turn that off, pressing or 
sliding on an incoming message will not 
work.

5/ Reduce Motion affects Message 
effects — An unintended side effect 
of the Reduce Motion option in 
Settings>General>Accessibility is that it 
disables all Screen and Bubble Effects in 
the new Messages app. Users with Reduce 
Motion enabled cannot access the Effects 
interface, and no Effects associated with 
incoming messages will be displayed.
To check your own iOS device, head to 
Settings>General>Accessibility. In the 
Vision section is an option labeled Reduce 
Motion. Tap it to reveal the option’s toggle 
and set your desired preference to disable 
or enable it. So if you long ago enabled 
the Reduce Motion option and are now 
wondering why you can’t see these new 
Message Effects, this is probably why.
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tips&tricks Universal Clipboard, using Markup on Photos and more for iOS

1/ Set up and use 
Universal Clipboard 
— The new Universal 
Clipboard feature in 
macOS Sierra and iOS 
10 allows you to copy 
content, including text, 
images, photos and video 
from one Apple device 
and paste it in another. 
For example, you can browse a recipe on 
your Mac and paste the ingredients right to 
the grocery list on your iPhone. In theory, 
all you have to do is make sure all your 
Mac and iOS devices are on the same WiFi 
network and that Bluetooth is enabled 
on your iPhone and/or iPad. Copy on one, 
choose Paste on the other … but if you 
can’t make this work (and there can be a 
lag between the Copy then the ability to 
Paste), try signing out of iCloud on all of 
your devices, and then signing back in.

2/ Use Markup in macOS Sierra Photos — 
If you’re editing your images within Photos, 
you can apply filters, remove red-eye, crop 
things and so on. But macOS Sierra added 
Markup to Photos, which lets you add text 
boxes, shapes or drawings to your images.
Select the picture you’d like to annotate, 
then click the edit button in the toolbar 
(it looks like a set of sliders). In edit mode, 

if you right-click (or hold 
down the Control key 
on your keyboard and 
normal-click) on the 
Plus(+) icon, a new menu 
appears that shows all 
recently-closed tabs. 
Select one to launch it.

5/ Turn Flash off for 
sites except for some — Flash sucks. It’s 
a resource hog, can allow malware in and 
it’s generally unpopular for good reason. 
So let’s take control of it. First, open any 
sites where you know you still need to 
use Flash (which allows those little web 
animations to play.) There are alternatives 
to Flash, and many sites including YouTube, 
have switched to the much better, higher 
resolution and faster HTML5. But if you’re 
stuck with needing some sites that still use 
Flash, read on.
On your Mac, open Preferences>Security> 
Plug-in Settings… and choose Adobe Flash 
Player. Set ‘When visiting other websites’ to 
‘Off’ to cause all other servers to send you 
HTML5 instead (this is faster, more secure) 
content when available. But you can 
choose from among your open sites to give 
them permission to use the Flash plug-in 
and Safari will remember your choice for 
your next visit.

you’ll see a list of tools along the side. 
Click on Extensions and the Markup option 
appears. Click this and you can add circles 
or stars around people, insert text boxes 
and more.

3/ Reopen recently used tabs in Safari 
— Launch Safari for Mac and in the Mac’s 
menu bar for Safari, and the obvious way 
is to click History. From the list of options 
with the History menu item, slide down to 
select Recently Closed. 
Hovering over this menu item produces 
a new contextual menu that shows all 
recently-closed Safari tabs. Select the item 
that you wish to reopen and click on it. 
You probably – hopefully! – knew that, but 
there’s a faster way to do it:

4/ Reopen recently used tabs in Safari 
(2) — To the right hand side of any open tab 
in Safari there is a Plus(+) icon. Clicking this 
opens a new Safari tab window. However, 
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shiny&new Moshi dongles for USB-C Macs; Luminar for amazing images

>>

Dongle your way to connectivity
First out of the block, perhaps, for 
New Zealand (apart from Apple) is 
MacGear with the Moshi adapters for 
the new MacBook Pro range (and original 
MacBook). The new Apple laptop has only 

USB-C ports, so if you 
want to attach anything 
– and I mean anything 
– you will need some 
dongles. That goes for 
monitors, hard-drives, 
even USB sticks and old keybaords you like. 
The Moshi USB-C Multiport Adapter (NZ$139.99) 
is a 3-in-1 hub that lets you connect additional 
peripherals to your USB-C or Thunderbolt 3 
laptop. It supports crystal clear 1080p and 4K 
video output to any HDMI-enabled monitor or 
TV, has a standard USB port and it has pass-
through for charging. 
The Moshi USB-C to HDMI Adapter also 

supports 1080p HD and 4K video output to monitors ($74.99). 
The Moshi USB-C to Gigabit Ethernet Adapter lets you plug into 
your existing wired 
internet connection 
for faster-than-wifi 
speeds (NZ$49.99). 
There are more 
... see MacGear; 
see your NZ Apple 
Reseller or local 
electronics retailer.

MacPhun Luminar
MacPhun had a real success with Aurora HD (which was recently 
updated in an excellent new version for 2017, available now) but 
is also known for the very handy Snapheal cloning tool, which has 
powerful erasing and healing tools for removing things you don’t 
want in images, as well as standard editing tools.
This looks a lot like Aurora in that the image loads into the large 
space in the middle to the left edge, with features down the right 
edge and presets along the bottom. Luminar brings filters,
layers, masks, colour controls, RAW converter and other features
Presets include Clarity Booster, Classic B&W, Detailed, Fix Dark 
Photo, Foggy Day (adds fog), Foreground Brightener, B&W 
Fashion Magazine, Enhanced Portrait, Glamour, Mysterious Girl 
, Final Frontier, Ghost Ship, Happy Memories, Impressive, Marco 
Polo, Tears in the Rain and Vintage Look. I count 56!
The full review of Luminar is on Mac NZ. You can currently buy 
this software for Mac for US$59 (about NZ$84).
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