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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site for New Zealand. You can store 
your issues of MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from macOS 10 Mavericks onwards, which means you end up 
with a reference library you can search, highlight, add notes to etc) and have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside iBooks) next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free 
to pass MagBytes on. MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by 
Mac NZ for this purpose only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on ‘MagBytes Newsletter’ at top right).

December 2016  
•2——Mac News ~ Consumer 
dislikes late ’16 MacBook Pro,  

Spotify, cleaner antivirus,  
Cook’s Mac promise, Trump tech,  
dongle discounts, Yahoo breach,  
36 years since Apple went public 

•4——Updates ~ AirPort, 
Photoshop, iTunes,  

Bluetooth 5, MB Pro video issues 
•6——Mac Help ~  

Around New Zealand 
•7—— iOS & iDevice news ~ 

Apple’s wireless AirPods arrive,  
Watch Pokémon Go, Scrivener, 
Game of  Thrones, Super Mario 

•9——Apple & Talk ~ Apple  
and its tribes 

•10——Tips & Tricks ~ Find and 
open files in macOS,  

Safari tabs, Mail,  
new features in iOS Messages 

•13——Shiny & New ~ 
Photolemur fixes photos on auto; 
iKlip Grip Pro and iRig Nano amp

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

Lots of people I know had a pretty bad year (53% of Americans, for example) but hey, 
at least we got another Christmas summer in New Zealand

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.creativetech.net.nz
http://www.mac-nz.com
http://www.mac-nz.com
mailto:newsletter%40mac-nz.com?subject=Opt%20Out
http://www.mac-nz.com
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Mac News > Consumer ~ Spotify Touch Bar ~ clean anti-virus ~ great desktops

Consumer Reports & 2016 MacBook Pro
For the first time ever, Consumer Reports has failed 
to recommend new models of Apple’s MacBook Pro 
line. The laptops did very well in measures of display 
quality and performance, but as far as battery life 
goes, models “varied dramatically” from one trial to 
the next.

Spotify for macOS adds Touch Bar
Music streaming service Spotify has updated its 
macOS app, adding both Touch Bar support, and 
implementation of the auto-pause feature for Apple’s 
wireless AirPods.

Combo Cleaner antivirus/optimisation
RCS Software has released Combo Cleaner: Antivirus 
and System Optimizer 1.0.6, an antivirus and system 
optimisation application for macOS 10.10 and higher.
Combo Cleaner is free to download in the Mac App 
Store, but offers a premium subscription option, which 
enables additional features. Subscriptions are available 
via an in-app purchase. Pricing is US$2.99 monthly, 
$14.99 for six moths, and $25.99 annually. The Combo 
Cleaner free version offers a Disk Cleaner feature, 
designed to ensure that your Mac is free of junk and 
obsolete files. [My advice is try the free version. If it 
starts seriously catching viruses, which I suspect will 
not be the case, consider one of the paid plans.]

Tim Cook says ‘Great Desktops’ coming
The iMac hasn’t been updated in over a year and the 
Mac Pro is more than three years old without any 

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2016/12/23/2016-macbook-pros-first-ones-not-to-receive-recommended-ratings-from-consumer-reports
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/12/23/spotify-macos-desktop-client-update-adds-touch-bar-airpods-auto-pause-support
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/12/23/spotify-macos-desktop-client-update-adds-touch-bar-airpods-auto-pause-support
https://itunes.apple.com/app/combo-cleaner-antivirus-system/id1056627652
http://www.istorenz.com
http://www.mac-nz.com
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Mac News > Trump tech ~ dongle discounts ~ Yahoo breach ~ Apple 36 years on

changes, leaving many wondering if 
Apple is stepping back from the desktop 
computer market. Apple CEO Tim Cook 
says that’s not so, and that there are 
“great desktops in our roadmap.”

Apple at the Trump tech summit
In a response to employee questions 
posted to Apple’s internal message 
board, Apple CEO Tim Cook on Monday 
explained why he felt it necessary to 
attend President-elect Donald Trump’s 
tech summit earlier this month. 
[Because it doesn’t pay to snub powerful 
megalomaniacs.]

Apple extends dongle discounts
Apple’s discount on USB-C adapters was 
set to end on December 31st, but the 
company extended that to March 31st, 
2017. The extension means new MacBook 
Pro owners have more time to but the 
dongles they need at a substantially lower 
price.

Yahoo’s billion account breach
Internet giant Yahoo announced another 
massive data breach that affected over 
one billion accounts, making it by far 
the largest data breach in history. This 
follows the disclosure in September of a 
different breach that affected more than 

500 million of the company’s customers. 
Yahoo, of course, supplies email services 
to New Zealand’s Xtra, although Xtra is 
moving to a New Zealand provider (thank 
goodness!).
What stands out with this new security 
compromise is that it occurred over three 
years ago, in August 2013, and that hackers 
walked away with password hashes that 
can be easily cracked.
The massive data breach can be an 
opportunity to do some cleanup and 
implement security recommendations. 
Mac Observer has some security tips too 
[but please think twice about encrypting 
your hard drive, as some people end up locked 
out.]

Apple went 
public 36 years 
ago
On December 
12, 1980, Apple 
Computer Inc went 
public in an Initial 
Public Offering that 
sold 4.6 million 
shares at $22 each, 
generating more 
capital than any 
other IPO since Ford 
Motor Company in 
1956 and instantly 
creating 300 
millionaires.

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/12/19/tim-cook-explains-why-apple-attended-trump-tech-summit
https://www.macobserver.com/news/product-news/apple-extends-usb-c-dongle-discount/
https://www.macobserver.com/news/product-news/apple-extends-usb-c-dongle-discount/
http://www.macworld.com/article/3150953/security/5-things-you-should-do-following-the-yahoo-breach.html
http://www.macworld.com/article/3150953/security/5-things-you-should-do-following-the-yahoo-breach.html
https://www.macobserver.com/tips/quick-tip/mac-security-checkup
http://www.macsense.co.nz
http://www.mac-nz.com
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AirPort Firmware Update fixes Base Station issue
Apple released AirPort Base Station Firmware Update 7.7.8 on 
Tuesday. The update fixes an issue that caused some AirPort Base 
Stations to disappear from AirPort Utility when Find My Mac is 
on. It’s specifically for AirPort Extreme and AirPort Time Capsule 
base stations with 802.11ac.

Adobe Photoshop CC 2017 adds Touch Bar 
As promised at the MacBook Pro release event, Adobe has made 
available a technology preview version of image editing suite 
Photoshop CC 2017 for Mac, adding beta versions of contextual 
touch tools to the late 2016 
MacBook Pro Touch Bar. All of 
the familiar brush controls are 
available on the screen with 
the Tech Preview release, as 
well as on the Touch Bar. Users 
can select brush parameters 
such as colour, flow, hardness, 
opacity, and size. The Favorites 
implementation on the Touch 
Bar includes flip controls, 
a toggle between full and 
normal screen modes, and a New Layer button. 
[Existing users get to add this update through the Adobe 
CreativeCloud service.]

iTunes 12.5.4 adds Touch Bar Scrubbing 
Apple has updated iTunes to version 12.5.4. The update adds two 
specific features, scrubbing in the Touch Bar on MacBook pro and 
support for the TV app across iOS devices.  
Here’s a full list of the features.

Updates > AirPort ~ Photoshop ~ iTunes ~ Bluetooth 5 ~ 2016 MacBook Pro video

Bluetooth 5 officially adopted
The Bluetooth Special Interest Group (SIG) 
officially adopted Bluetooth 5 as the latest 
version of the Bluetooth core specification 
this week. Key updates to Bluetooth 5 
include longer range, faster speed, and 
larger broadcast message capacity, 
as well as improved interoperability 
and coexistence with other wireless 
technologies.

Apple Addresses 
MacBook Pro Video 
Issue with macOS 
Sierra 10.12.2
Apple released macOS Sierra 
10.12.2 yesterday with a fix for 
the video artefacting issue 
many Touch Bar MacBook Pro 
users have been experiencing. 
The update also ensures 
System Integrity Protection 
is enabled on the new 

laptop model, and improves Auto Unlock 
reliability, too.
But Apple has removed the battery-
remaining estimate from macOS 10.12.2. 
Mac laptops will still show the percentage 
of battery life you have left, just not how 
long you might expect that to go. Luckily, 
there are three apps that can give you that 
feature.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
https://www.macobserver.com/news/product-news/apple-updates-airport-firmware-fix-disappearing-base-station-issue/
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/12/13/adobe-photoshop-cc-2017-technology-preview-brings-macbook-pro-touch-bar-controls
http://appleinsider.com/articles/16/12/13/adobe-photoshop-cc-2017-technology-preview-brings-macbook-pro-touch-bar-controls
https://www.macobserver.com/news/product-news/es-itunes-12-5-4-touch-bar-scrubbing-tv-app-windows-security/
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2016/12/8/bluetooth-5-officially-adopted-look-for-products-in-2-6-months
http://www.macsense.co.nz
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U S B - C  t o  U S B  C a b l e
Power and charge any USB-C device (ie, MacBook, late 2016 
MacBook Pro) using a regular USB charger. Supports USB 3.1 
Gen 1 data transfer speeds of up to 5 Gbps, Moshi’s USB-C 
to USB Cable is encased in aluminium with reinforced stress 
relief points and includes a HandyStrap cable manager
NZ RRP$44.99

I o n G l a s s  f o r 
i P h o n e  7
IonGlass is an atomically-
strengthened glass screen 
protector featuring 
smooth, edge-to-edge 
protection with a micro-
bevel around the Home 
button for fast unlocking 
via Touch ID. Its exceptional 
hardness exceeds that of 
steel. 
NZ RRP$59.99 

(iPhone 7 Plus, NZ$69.99)

U S B - C  t o  V G A  a d a p t e r
Output HD video from any USB-C device or laptop 
to a VGA display or projector. Moshi’s VGA adapter 
supports video resolution up to 1920 x 1200/1080p 
at 60Hz. Both ends of the cable are encased in 
anodised aluminium to minimise electromagnetic 
interference. With its reversible USB-C connector 
and plug-n-play capability, the adapter guarantees a 
hassle-free setup for convenient home or office use
NZ RRP$69.99

U S B - C  C h a r g e  C a b l e
Smart LED indicators keep track of your charging 
status. Supporting up to 60 Watts of power output 
and USB 2 data transfer speeds, Moshi’s USB-C 
Charge Cable has durable aluminium housings and 
delivers utility and style for anyone with an Apple 
Retina MacBook, Google Chromebook Pixel, or 
any mobile device equipped with a USB-C port. At 
2 metres length (6.6 feet) in length, a HandyStrap 
is also included to keep your cable neat and tidy 
during transport 
NZ RRP$59.99

a r m o u r  f o r  i P h o n e 
6 -7
The armour features a 
diamond-cut aluminium 
backplate with a unique 
metallic finish, the 
hybrid material has 
shock absorption and is 
scratch resistant. It has 
fully-encased volume and 
power buttons and the 
raised bezel protects the 
display and the case offers 
military-grade drop-
protection (MIL-STD-810G, 
SGS-certified)
NZ RRP$64.99

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-to-usb-cable-1m
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-to-usb-cable-1m
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-ion-glass-for-iphone-7-plus
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-to-vga-adaptor
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-charge-cable-2m-1
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-charge-cable-2m-1
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-iglaze-armour-for-iphone-7
http://www.macgear.co.nz
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Apple’s official support pages are 
comprehensive and cover all aspects of 
Apple hardware and software – it’s here.
Also try Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. Every new 
Mac has a one-year warranty and 90 days 
free phone support. AppleCare extends 
this all out to three years. Under NZ 
law, you are covered by the Consumer 
Guarantees Act against anything going 
wrong that comes down to parts failure 
within reasonable expectations (say, inside 
three years’ use), but be prepared to spend 
anxious time on the phone, sticking to 
your guns to get it fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 
If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in 
rest homes. This is a large, well-run and 
successful group.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. Go to MSN Ak’s web page 
or email Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 

available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.

Eden Roskill — This Auckland branch has 
an Apple Group that meets on the second 
Monday of every month at 487 Dominion 
Rd in the Mt Eden Senior Citizen Rooms, 
opposite Potter’s Park in Balmoral. There 
are several courses for Apple users (Mac, 
iPhone and iPad) as numbers warrant. To 
join, call Janet 09 828 3098

Mac & iDevice training in 
Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac NZ 
– but I sometimes run Grey Lynn Sessions 
in Auckland (click on Training). This is the 
cheapest way to learn, at $40 per session 
in a friendly, group environment. 
Please email if you are interested in 
attending, as I only book a room when I 
can guarantee five attendees. 
The sessions are friendly, open to 
questions at all times and are backed up by 
‘tip sheet’ handouts. 
I can and do train one-to-one or to small 
groups at your home or workplace in 
Auckland. This costs $95/hour. 
I can present to institutions on Mac and 
iDevice: tips, tricks, hidden features, 
demystification ...Email Mark for info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top).

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help > Apple assistance, Consumer Guarantees Act, help, support

Papakura — Mac Interest Group meets 
every 1st, 3rd and 4th week of the month 
9.30 to Noon. An iPad Interest Group 
meets every 3rd Tuesday at 1pm
An “Introduction to iPad” course run on 
demand.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.apple.com/support/
http://www.apple.com/nz/findouthow/mac/
http://www.apple.com/nz/findouthow/mac/
http://www.apple.com/nz/service/
http://www.consumeraffairs.govt.nz/for-consumers/law/consumer-guarantees-act
http://www.consumeraffairs.govt.nz/for-consumers/law/consumer-guarantees-act
http://www.apple.com/nz/support/products/mac.html
http://www.seniormac.org.nz
http://www.seniormac.org.nz
http://www.macsnrs.org.nz
mailto:%20macseniorauckland%40mail.com?subject=Enquiry%20via%20MagBytes%20about%20SeniorNet
http://www.seniornet-eden-roskill.org.nz
https://macnzmark.wordpress.com/training/classes-in-grey-lynn/
mailto:mac.nz%40mac.com?subject=Grey%20Lynn%20sessions
https://macnzmark.wordpress.com/training/one-to-one-visits/
https://macnzmark.wordpress.com/training/business-corporate-academic/
mailto:mac.nz%40mac.com?subject=Please%20tell%20me%20more%20about%20training
http://www.mac-nz.com/help_.html
http://www.mac-nz.com/help_.html
mailto:Dave%20Boswell%20%3Cdaveboz%40xtra.co.nz%3E?subject=Query%20from%20MagBytes
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iDevice news

Logitech ad

AirPods have arrived
Finally available, Apple’s wireless 
AirPod earbuds are as easy as 
possible to use, finds Apple World 
Today. Once set up, you can listen 
to music (or movies, TV shows, or 
podcasts) and use Siri. Actually, 
you have to use Siri, as they have no 
control buttons at all The AirPods 
come in a magnificent charging 
case. Flip open the case (small 
enough to slip into your pocket), 
and hold it close to your iPhone, 
and the AirPods pair instantly. 
They’re then immediately available 
to use with your iPad, iPod touch, 
and Apple Watch, as well as most 
devices signed into your iCloud 
account. [The magnetic charge case 
is really cool, too.]
Availability is still constrained, 
though. 

Pokémon GO on Watch
Pokémon GO is now available for 

> AirPods arrive, sort of  ~ Pokémon GO for Apple Watch 

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2016/12/22/airpods-arent-perfect-but-theyre-wonderfully-designed-and-work-with-a-plethora-of-apple-products
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2016/12/22/pokmon-go-is-now-on-the-apple-watch
http://www.logitech.com/en-nz/tablet-accessories?WT.ac=HP-footer-tablet-accessories
http://www.mac-nz.com
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iDevice news> Scrivener ~ Boom ~  Game of Thrones iBooks ~ Super Mario

Apple Watch, allowing you to explore and 
experience the world around you directly 
from your wrist.

Scrivener for iOS update
The latest solid version of Scrivener, 
recently refined with an update, shows the 
writing app has aged well through years 
of development on multiple platforms. 
Apple Insider puts it through its paces, and 
takes a look back at Ulysses too.

Boom for iOS
Want 3D Surround Sound, an intensity 
controller, auto equaliser, handcrafted 
presets and playlist creation all in one 
app? Boom, which improves Mac sound 
(I love it!), is now available for iOS – and 
it’s free, but you can add the Magical 
Effects Pack for NZ$4.49 (discounted from 
NZ$7.49) until Saturday 31st December.

iBooks’ A Song of  Ice and Fire
Apple has shared three promotional 
videos touting the new enhanced edition 
of A Song of Ice and Fire, on which HBO’s 

hit show Game of Thrones is based, which 
landed as an exclusive in the iBooks Store 
in September. Author George RR Martin 
says “It’s an amazing next step in the 
world of books”. 
The first of Martin’s enhanced editions, 
A Game of Thrones (if that link doesn’t 
work, persist, it’s definitely there) hit the 
iBooks Store in September and now sells 
for NZ$14.99/US$11.99. A Clash of Kings 
became available in November and was 
followed by A Storm of Swords earlier in 
December. 
Apple’s iBooks Store will gain access to A 
Feast for Crows and A Dance with Dragons 

in-app purchase.

More news is online at Mac NZ

(available for pre-order) in February and 
March of next year, respectively.
Click Get Sample at those links to see 
what a free chapter is like, and don’t get 
confused with the unenhanced versions 
which have been there for ages. They’re 
’just’ books!

Super Mario Run topped 40M
Nintendo’s Super Mario Run for iPhone 
and iPad went off with a great start, 
topping 40 million downloads in only four 
days. This follows the US$5 million the 
game brought in during its first 24 hours. 
And here’s what you get for your US$10 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.macsense.co.nz
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2016/12/22/pokmon-go-is-now-on-the-apple-watch
https://itunes.apple.com/book/dance-dragons-enhanced-edition/id115711739
http://www.mac-nz.com
https://itunes.apple.com/book/dance-dragons-enhanced-edition/id115711739
https://www.macobserver.com/news/product-news/super-mario-run-40-million-downloads/
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apple&talk > Apple and its tribes

Apple is still super successful, 
still shipping new things, still 
innovating. However, considering 
its massive R&D spend, it’s 
voracious buying of one tech 
startup and innovator after 
another, somehow shipping 
dates slip, gaps between product 
releases seem to be expanding 
and some anomalous products 
emerge. For example, iPhone 7 
ships without an audio port, just 
Lightning one end and USB the other, 
then a month later Apple ships the new 
MacBook Pro with an audio port and no 
way of directly connecting the new iPhone 
without buying the Apple Lightning to 
USB-C Cable as an extra.
I can’t think of another time when you 
could directly plug two Apple products 
into each other. But more worrying is 
the long gap between the original 2012 
MacBook Pro with Retina Display and 
the Late 2016 MacBook Pro: four years 
before a major case change and real laptop 
innovation. 

Apple couldn’t have done this faster, 

with all its power, talent and resources? 
While I appreciate Apple’s long-held 
predilection to only release products that 
are absolutely ready (the other tack would 

be exemplified by Samsung’s disastrous 
incendiary smartphones), this still seems a 
weirdly convoluted process.

Some think the criticism of Apple has 
taken a disturbing new turn. Once upon a 
time it was almost laughable. People who 
knew very little about Apple would post 
the most ridiculous criticisms. (That said, 
I still hear them sometimes: ‘Apple isn’t 
compatible’. ‘Apple is just for home use …’ 
Duh!)
However, that’s changing: now people who 
love Apple products – absolute devotees 
like (and including) me, are criticising 
Apple too. There are distinct Apple tribes, 
according to some, and they clash. These 
come under Audiophiles, Applications and 
Technical Professionals, at least according 

to the Mac Observer.
But there’s another tribe the 
article above doesn’t mention: 
those who buy Apple’s products 
just because they like them – their 
use doesn’t go very deep, and 
actually, they don’t really care 
who makes what. Apple can act 
overly entranced with this big, 
often uncaring tribe, and to me, 
this is the real problem.
As for the more deeply-engaged 

tribes enumerated above, I’m not sure I 
buy this argument, at least for myself: I 
usually get on with any other Apple fan of 
any category. In my experience, we all feel 
we’re in the same boat.
But that boat is listing.

Once criticism shifts to a sense of 

betrayal, as it has with some people 
I know (in this case, over the Mac Pro, 
and the new MacBook Pro simply isn’t 
powerful enough to placate them), mark 
my words: it’s really hard to come back 
from that. 
I’ve never thought ‘Apple can do no 
wrong’. I’ve had plenty to criticise over the 
years, but the bottom line is what usually 
keeps me with Apple. 
And it’s a very attractive bottom line: 
great products.
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> Find and open files quickly in macOS Sierratips&tricks

1/ Use Recent Items — Under the Apple 
Menu at the upper-left of your screen 
(shown above) is the option Recent Items. 
Hovering over Recent Items will show you 
the files and applications you worked with 
recently, and within a couple of seconds, 
you can open one. 
(And here’s another quick tip: hold down 
the Command key – there’s one either end 
of your Spacebar – while you’ve got that 
menu up to reveal where those items are in 
the Finder rather than opening them.

2/ ‘Spotlight’ your files — If you either 
click on the magnifying glass at the 
upper-right corner of your screen or use 
the associated keyboard shortcut instead 
(it’s Command-Spacebar), you invoke the 
Spotlight search window. 
Type in the name of the file you’re looking 
for or a keyword that appears within it, 
and you can open that file by just pressing 

Return if it’s the top result.
3/ Files from the Dock — Under modern 
versions of macOS, you can right- or 
Control-click (hold down the Control key 
on your keyboard and then click) on some 
programs’ Dock icons to see recent items 
that have been opened with that app.
Click on one to open it, and it opens.

4/ Ask for your files, literally — Sierra’s 
version of Apple’s voice assistant Siri lets 
you search for files using your voice. Just 
click on its colourful menu bar icon to get 
started.
Try “find files I opened yesterday,” or “show 
me Pages documents on my Desktop”. Siri 
is really handy for quick searches, assuming 
you’re not embarrassed to be talking to 
your Mac. When you find what you’re 
looking for, double-click it within Siri’s 
window and it opens.

5/ From within apps — Open almost 
any app (Nisus, Pages, Word, Numbers, 
InDesign, Photoshop, GarageBand …) and 
choose Open Recent form the File menu. 
This is handy if you’ve chosen Clear Menu 
from the Recent Items menu in the Apple 
Menu as above for any reason but you know 
you were working in any of the above apps 
and more – it’s always worth looking for 
this menu item.

Extra: How to show the User Library 
Folder in macOS Sierra — Apple likes to 
hide this as, be warned, it’s not something 
you should ever play with unless you really 
know what you’re doing. This was well-
intentioned, but frustrating for power 
users. There were several workarounds 
to access or unhide the Library folder, like 
holding down the Option key when you 
drop the Go menu in the Finder.
Apple still hides the user’s Library folder 
by default, but in Sierra you can restore it 
with a single checkbox: launch Finder and 
navigate to your user Home folder (jump 
directly to your user folder by selecting 
Go>Home from the Finder’s menu bar; the 
keyboard shortcut is Shift-Command-H).
With your Home folder open, go to View > 
Show View Options from the menu bar, or 
use the keyboard shortcut Command-J.
At the bottom of the View Options window, 
check the box labelled Show Library Folder 
and then close the window with the red 
close button in the upper-left. You’ll now 
see your Library folder listed inside your 
Home folder, where it will remain unless 
you uncheck the aforementioned option.
(The handiest thing about this for non-
pro users is being able to add your own 
picture to the Desktop Pictures folder so 
you can set your own desktops via System 
Preferences.)
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tips&tricks Safari tabs on Mac, & macOS Mail

1/ Reopen closed tabs in Safari — One 
of the most straightforward ways of 
reopening a tab in Safari is to click on the 
History button in the top-level menu bar, 
hover over Recently Closed then click on 
one of the displayed links. But you can also 
right-click (or hold down the Control key 
and normal-click) on the ‘Plus’ icon at the 
extreme right of the tab bar. A Recently 
Closed Tabs menu pops out and you can 
select your link from there.

2/ A key combo for last-closed tab 

— Mac owners have another advantage 
over (most) iPad owners in the form of a 
keyboard shortcuts. Shift-Command-T 
reopens the last opened tab —not so handy 
if you closed multiple tabs, but it can at 
least undo immediate mistakes.

3/ Closing tabs with swipes — Most Mac 
users know they can close a tab in Safari 
by either clicking on the tab’s small ‘x’ icon 
that appears on the left of a tab when your 
cursor is over it, or by using the keyboard 
shortcut Command-W (the universal Close 
Window command). But here’s a relatively 
unknown method for closing a Safari tab 
for multitouch gesture fans.
Note that the method described here 
doesn’t work in all situations. This tip 
involves a swipe gesture, so you’ll need to 

be using a MacBook’s built-in trackpad or 
a Magic Trackpad, but it also works on a 
Magic Mouse. The second caveat is that 
this only works for new tabs which launch 
automatically, for example, if you left-
click on a website link that’s configured 
to open in a new page or a new browser 
window. This method won’t work for tabs 
that are launched manually by holding the 
Command key while you click or by using 
the right-click menu to Open in a New Tab.
If you click a link in Safari that opens in a 
new tab, two-finger-swipe back to close 
the tab.
This is the same gesture you would 
normally use to go back to the previous 
page, and you would think it wouldn’t work 
in this case because there’s no “previous 
page” on a freshly opened browser tab. But, 
behold, if you’re working with a tab that 
launched automatically (as described in 
the caveats above), then this gesture closes 
the new tab and takes you back to your 
previous tab.

4/ Mailbox behaviours — To know how 
each of your email accounts (Gmail, iCloud, 
Comcast, Yahoo, etc) handles trash in the 
first place, look under Mail > Preferences. 
If you choose that and then pick Accounts 
from the following window, you’ll see a 
list of all of the email addresses you’ve set 

up in Mail on the left. Click one, choose 
the Mailbox Behaviors [sic] tab and you’ll 
see how often that particular account 
gets rid of its trash. You can set some, for 
example, to delete trash permanently when 
it’s a month old, which stops your Mailbox 
(which is on your ISP’s server) from filling 
up.

5/ Get rid of all Mail trash in one go — 
Click on the Mailbox menu and choose 
Erase Deleted Items. You can then erase the 
trash from all your accounts, or pick just a 
single one to clear out. But whichever way 
you go, you’ll then be rid of your old stuff. 
Make sure it’s not anything you actually 
need to keep, but if you run Time Machine 
backups this will all be safe anyway.

Extra tip — If you do have Time Machine, 
just running it does not make your Mail 
magically reappear. Here’s the trick: Boot 
Mail. Then boot Time Machine. 
If you do it this way, Time Machine 
becomes a dedicated backup server for just 
Mail, and all those deleted emails become 
available again.
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tips&tricks > iOS Messages keeps getting new features

1/ Hand-write your message — Give your 
replies that personal touch by crafting 
them using your own handwriting: from 
the Messages window, tap to compose a 
response then turn your iPhone (or iPad) 
around so you’re in landscape mode. A new 
handwriting button appears in the lower 
right corner.
Tap this to scribble. Your note will be saved 
for future use and you can if you wish pick 
from some example notes already stored 
in Messages. An extra line of text can be 
added to the handwritten message too. 
(Anyone not using Apple Messages gets an 
MMS image … you know, if they’re using 
that Google Haemorrhoid).

2/ Deleting hand-written Messages in 

iOS — When you rotate your iPhone into 
landscape mode in the Messages app 
(on iPad, touch the squiggly icon down 

Messages will get a plain text explaining 
the tapback instead: “laughed at…” for 
example. You can change and remove 
tapbacks with another long press.

4/ Filter unknown Message senders — If 
your cell phone number got discovered by 
someone who is now hounding you with 
promotional or other messages, open the 
iOS Settings app and look for the Filter 
Unknown Senders switch. You won’t see 
those any more. To give someone the all-
clear for messages in the future, just add 
his or her details to your Contacts app.

5/ Oldie-goodie — sometimes an old-
fashioned trick is better than all these 
pulsating, hand-drawing, gifs, stickers 
and goodness-knows what else (I’m 
kinda dreading iOS 11 already!). Luckily, 
you can still bang a photo straight into 
the Message, which can sometimes 
say everything you want to say most 
eloquently. Tap the Camera icon to the left 
of the Message field (where you type), snap 
a quick picture, and send that instead.

at bottom-right on the keyboard 
to get to that same mode), you 
can send hand-written notes to 
your friends. Just start drawing 
with your finger or stylus in the 
large rectangular area, or tap a 
pre-drawn one from the selection 
below to send that.
When you send that hand-written 
message, it stays in memory (below 
the drawing area) to use again.

If the recipient is running iOS 10 too, they’ll 
see your writing as a little animation in 
their Messages thread.
To get rid of what you’ve drawn before, 
just press and hold on any of the drawings 
within this view on your iPhone. They’ll 
start wiggling about, and just touch the 
little X and it’s gone.
You can get rid of those pre-drawn ones, 
too.

3/ Quick responses to messages — 
Another feature of iOS 10 Messages is the 
‘tapback’: a quick pictorial response you can 
fall back on when you don’t have the time 
to type something out or aren’t feeling 
eloquent. Touch and hold on a message 
from them to send a ‘tapback’.
Available options include a thumbs up, 
a brief burst of laughter and a question 
mark. Your friends who aren’t using Apple 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes


‘MagBytes’, 

‘Mac NZ’, this 

document & all 

Intellectual  

Property 

Rights are all 

owned by Hip  

Enterprises/

Mark  

Webster 2015. 

Copyright 

Mark  

Webster/ 

Mac NZ/ 

Hip Enterprises 

2010-2015.  

No reprinting 

or republish-

ing without 

permission. 

For  

permission,   

email 
Mac NZ 

Mac NZ

>>

>
>

page 

13
MagBytes

#82

shiny&new > Photolemur makes images better automatically

>>

Smartly, automatically improve your photographs
Photolemur is the world’s first automatic photo enhancer. The 
Mac software instantly makes your photos much better without 
complicated manual photo editing.
Photolemur bridges the gap between what our eyes see and what 

our cameras take. Photolemur doesn’t alter the reality but makes 
it as vivid, beautiful and natural, as it really is.
Currently, Photolemur is on sale for US$29.99 instead of 
US$49.99, and a Windows version is coming soon (and already 
available for preorder). 
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shiny&new > IK Multimedia’s tiny amp; pro selfie stick also works as a tripod

>>

iKlip Grip Pro
This is a pro-quality 4-in-1 tripod and brace for capturing photos 
and video with any iPhone. iKlip Grip Pro lets you securely hold 
your iPhone while using the stand as a compact tabletop tripod, 
a video handle (like a Selfie Stick), a monopod or as a standard 
tripod adapter. It even comes with a handy Bluetooth remote!
US$/€59.99 – soon to be available in New Zealand

iRig Nano Amp
iRig Nano Amp gives you both a micro standalone portable guitar 
amplifier plus an interface that lets you plug into an iPhone or 
iPad and use AmpliTube for iOS to access guitar tones on the go.
iRig Nano Amp operates in two different modes: In Amp mode 
it’s a standalone amp. Plug into the ¼” guitar input, adjust the 
volume and gain settings, select the output type (Normal or 
Bright) and play. 
In Device mode, use the included TRRS cable to hook up iRig 
Nano Amp to an iPhone or iPad and plug into AmpliTube to play, 
practice and record. You can hook up an external speaker cabinet 
(up to a 4x12” cab) for more volume and tonal clarity.
US$/€49.99 – soon to be available in New Zealand
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