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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site for New Zealand. You can store 
your issues of MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from macOS 10 Mavericks onwards, which means you end up 
with a reference library you can search, highlight, add notes to etc) and have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside iBooks) next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free 
to pass MagBytes on. MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by 
Mac NZ for this purpose only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on ‘MagBytes Newsletter’ at top right).

January 2017  
•2——Mac News ~ Yokohama 

R&D, ancient malware, Apple 
intimacy, SSD health, Kaby Lake, 

US, Consumer, Sonnet  
•4——Updates ~ Pro video & 

music apps, Sierra, iTunes, Civ VI 
•6——Mac Help ~  

Around New Zealand 
•7—— iOS & iDevice news ~ 

iOS designers, Pokémon Go 
Watch, Apple Music, wet 7s, iRig 

Acoustic, Rainbow Emoji crash 
•9——Apple & Talk ~  

Apple doom & undoom, & what 
happened to Apple in 2016? 

•11——Tips & Tricks ~  
macOS Finder windows, Siri & 

3rd parties, Live Wallpapers,  
iOS searches and more

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

Apple has been releasing free updates for all sorts of things: iTunes, macOS Sierra, GarageBand, Logic – & Final Cut Pro X

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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http://www.creativetech.net.nz
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Mac News > Yokohama R&D ~ ancient malware ~ Apple ‘intimacy’ & ‘boring’

Apple R&D in Yokohama gets VIP visit
Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga has 
paid a visit to the Apple Yokohama City Tsunamshima 
artificial intelligence development site, now confirmed 
by the official to open in March.

Fruitfly & ‘ancient’ Mac system calls
Newly-patched Mac malware relies on some 
antiquated code predating the OS X era, but has 
been used in some previous real-world attacks on 
biomedical research groups, according to a prominent 
security software maker.
Serious malware threats are a relatively rare 
phenomenon on the Mac, both because macOS 
remains a minority platform —hence a smaller target 
—and because Apple has stepped up its own security 
efforts in recent years.

Apple most intimate brand in the US
Brand intimacy is defined as a new paradigm that 
leverages and strengthens the emotional bonds 
between a person and a brand. The top-ranked 
intimate brands continued to outperform the S&P and 
Fortune 500 indices in revenue and profit over the past 
10 years, according to MBLM’s Brand Intimacy 2017 
Report, which is the largest study of brands based on 
emotions. The most intimate brand in the US is Apple, 
followed by Disney and Amazon.

Former Apple guy claims Apple ‘boring’
Former Apple engineer Bob Burrough has been 
arguing that CEO Tim Cook has made Apple boring. 

61 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna 09 486 1493

Authorised to service iPod, 
iPad and Mac

www.istorenz.com

Enhancing Your Apple Experience

Scan QR Code to quickly 
get in touch with iStore

More news is online at Mac NZ
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Mac News > SSD Health Check ~ Kaby Lake MB ~ US woes ~ Consumer ~ Sonnet

In a combination of tweet storm and an 
interview with CNBC stemming from said 
tweetstorm, the engineer said Cook has 
eliminated conflict within Apple, but that 
sapped its vitality in the process.  
Burrough argued that Steve Jobs ruled 
with ever-shifting chaos, where product 
triumphed over hierarchy.

SSD Health Check drive utility
B-Eng has announced SSD Health Check 
1.0, the company’s new drive utility for 
macOS. It will alert you when your solid 
state disk is in a critical state or reaches 
other critical limits. SSD Health Check 
1.0 costs NZ$1.49/US99¢. It’s available 
worldwide through the Mac App Store.

2017 MacBook Pro & Kaby Lake
Apple will launch a new 15-inch MacBook 
Pro later this year powered by Intel’s next-
generation Kaby Lake processors and 32GB 

of desktop-
class RAM, 
according 
to a reliable 
analyst. 
[Seriously? Intel 

brings out new chips and of course they go 
into computers, duh.]
The latest models feature Skylake 
chips and up to 16GB of RAM, but many 

professionals have complained this just 
isn’t enough for a high-end notebook 
[even though these configurations are 
optimised for high-end video work and 
have really fast SSDs]. Apple is predicted 
to sell 17 million Mac laptops in 2017. 

Brexit drives up UK App prices
Apple’s App Store is about to get more 
expensive for UK shoppers. App prices are 
going up by 25% because the pound has 
been dropping in the wake of the Brexit 
vote. 
[Which rather begs the retort ‘ha ha’.]

Pegatron boost manufacturing
The chairman of Apple supplier Pegatron 
has revealed that his company could 
expand its operations in the US by three 
to five times, should it be necessary — but 
even that won’t make much of a dent in 
Apple’s iPhone and Mac production needs.
Pegatron chairman TH Tung said at his 
company’s year-end banquet that its 
plants in California and Indiana could 
be expanded to meet the needs of 
purchasers. 
But despite the fantasies of an idiot who 
inexplicably became president of the 
US, this would have little impact on the 
US workforce, as any increase would be 
accommodated by automation, and not 

by growing the 
employment rolls 
significantly.

Consumer now 
recommends 
MacBook Pro 
After a bit of 
backpedaling, 
Consumer Reports on 
Thursday said it can 
now recommend 
Apple’s new 
MacBook Pro lineup 
after a software fix 
remedied battery 
life inconsistencies 
found in previous 
testing.

Sonnet 3-to-PCI 
Sonnet Technologies 
has launched its first 
Thunderbolt 3-to-
PCIe card expansion, 
the Echo Express 
SEL — Thunderbolt 
3 Edition and the 
Echo Express SE 
I — Thunderbolt 3 
Edition.

More news is online at Mac NZ
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Final Cut Pro 
X, Motion, and 
Compressor
Apple has updated its pro 
video apps for macOS – 
Final Cut Pro X, Motion and 
Compressor – with feature 
tweaks, performance 
improvements and bug fixes.

Civilization VI Viking & 
Poland Expansions
Civilization Vi got its first 
expansions with the release 
of the Poland Civilization & 
Scenario Pack and Vikings 
Scenario Pack. Each pack costs US$4.99, and is available through 
both Steam and the Mac App Store version of the game.

Apple and El Capitan kernel issue
Apple has issued a supplemental security update for OS X 10.11.6, 
fixing a kernel issue for El Capitan users that causes affected 
Macs to ‘occasionally become unresponsive.’ [This wasn’t yet 
available this morning in NZ between 7-8am.]

Updates to music creation apps
Apple’s music making apps offer new features for music makers 
of all levels on iPhone, iPad and Mac. GarageBand for iOS 2.2 now 
features the powerful creative synthesiser Alchemy and a new 
sound browser that makes searching through instruments and 
patches easier than ever. Logic Pro X 10.3 becomes an even more 
powerful tool for pros with a modern interface, new features 

Updates > Pro video apps ~ Civ VI ~ Logic & GarageBand ~ Sierra and iTunes

for professional audio production as well 
as support for the revolutionary Touch 
Bar™ on the new MacBook Pro®, putting 
intuitive, context-sensitive controls right at 
users’ fingertips. 
The Logic updates are detailed here. 

Sierra 10.12.3 & iTunes 12.5.5
macOS Sierra 10.12.3 includes minor bug 
fixes, an issue with Adobe Premiere Pro 
on MacBook Pro with Touch Bar, a PDF 
encryption fix and fixes eight security flaws.
Apple also released iTunes 12.5.5 for macOS 
as a minor update with performance 
enhancements. Choose Software Update 
from About This Mac in the Apple Menu.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://store.steampowered.com/app/512033/
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U S B - C  t o  U S B  C a b l e
Power and charge any USB-C device (ie, MacBook, late 2016 
MacBook Pro) using a regular USB charger. Supports USB 3.1 
Gen 1 data transfer speeds of up to 5 Gbps, Moshi’s USB-C 
to USB Cable is encased in aluminium with reinforced stress 
relief points and includes a HandyStrap cable manager
NZ RRP$44.99

I o n G l a s s  f o r 
i P h o n e  7
IonGlass is an atomically-
strengthened glass screen 
protector featuring 
smooth, edge-to-edge 
protection with a micro-
bevel around the Home 
button for fast unlocking 
via Touch ID. Its exceptional 
hardness exceeds that of 
steel. 
NZ RRP$59.99 
(iPhone 7 Plus, NZ$69.99)

U S B - C  t o  V G A  a d a p t e r
Output HD video from any USB-C device or laptop 
to a VGA display or projector. Moshi’s VGA adapter 
supports video resolution up to 1920 x 1200/1080p 
at 60Hz. Both ends of the cable are encased in 
anodised aluminium to minimise electromagnetic 
interference. With its reversible USB-C connector 
and plug-n-play capability, the adapter guarantees a 
hassle-free setup for convenient home or office use
NZ RRP$69.99

U S B - C  C h a r g e  C a b l e
Smart LED indicators keep track of your charging 
status. Supporting up to 60 Watts of power output 
and USB 2 data transfer speeds, Moshi’s USB-C 
Charge Cable has durable aluminium housings and 
delivers utility and style for anyone with an Apple 
Retina MacBook, Google Chromebook Pixel, or 
any mobile device equipped with a USB-C port. At 
2 metres length (6.6 feet) in length, a HandyStrap 
is also included to keep your cable neat and tidy 
during transport 
NZ RRP$59.99

a r m o u r  f o r  i P h o n e 
6 -7
The armour features a 
diamond-cut aluminium 
backplate with a unique 
metallic finish, the 
hybrid material has 
shock absorption and is 
scratch resistant. It has 
fully-encased volume and 
power buttons and the 
raised bezel protects the 
display and the case offers 
military-grade drop-
protection (MIL-STD-810G, 
SGS-certified)
NZ RRP$64.99

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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Apple’s official support pages are 
comprehensive and cover all aspects of 
Apple hardware and software – it’s here.
Also try Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. Every new 
Mac has a one-year warranty and 90 days 
free phone support. AppleCare extends 
this all out to three years. Under NZ 
law, you are covered by the Consumer 
Guarantees Act against anything going 
wrong that comes down to parts failure 
within reasonable expectations (say, inside 
three years’ use), but be prepared to spend 
anxious time on the phone, sticking to 
your guns to get it fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 
If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in 
rest homes. This is a large, well-run and 
successful group.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. Go to MSN Ak’s web page 
or email Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 
available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.
Eden Roskill — This Auckland branch has 
an Apple Group that meets on the second 
Monday of every month at 487 Dominion 
Rd in the Mt Eden Senior Citizen Rooms, 
opposite Potter’s Park in Balmoral. There 
are several courses for Apple users (Mac, 
iPhone and iPad) as numbers warrant. To 
join, call Janet 09 828 3098

Mac & iDevice training in 
Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac NZ 
– but I sometimes run Grey Lynn Sessions 
in Auckland (click on Training). This is the 
cheapest way to learn, at $40 per session 
in a friendly, group environment. 
Please email if you are interested in 
attending, as I only book a room when I 
can guarantee five attendees. 
The sessions are friendly, open to 
questions at all times and are backed up by 
‘tip sheet’ handouts. 
I can and do train one-to-one or to small 
groups at your home or workplace in 
Auckland. This costs $95/hour. 
I can present to institutions on Mac and 
iDevice: tips, tricks, hidden features, 
demystification ...Email Mark for info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top).

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help > Apple assistance, Consumer Guarantees Act, help, support

Papakura — Mac Interest Group meets 
every 1st, 3rd and 4th week of the month 
9.30 to Noon. An iPad Interest Group 
meets every 3rd Tuesday at 1pm
An “Introduction to iPad” course run on 
demand.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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iDevice news

Logitech ad

Design resources
Apple has shared some free design 
resources for iOS developers 
with an update to its iOS Human 
Interface Guidelines. The resources 
include UI and template materials 
to make it easier to design iOS apps. 
Apple says the design resources 
are “comprehensive and accurately 
depict the full range of UIKit 
controls, views and glyphs available 
to developers using the iOS SDK.” 
The files are available in Sketch 
and, for the first time, Photoshop 
formats. 

Pokémon GO on Watch
Pokémon GO is now available for 
Apple Watch, allowing you to 
explore and experience the world 
around you directly from your wrist.

Apple Music pays more 
Apple “sits in the sweet spot 
generating the second largest 
amount of streaming revenue with 
a per stream rate .00735,” nearly 
double what Spotify is paying, 
according to The Trichoridist, an 
artists’ rights website. In other 
words, Apple Music plays more cash 
per stream to artists.

> iOS designs ~ Pokémon Go for Watch ~ Apple Music 

More news is online at Mac NZ
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iDevice news> Wet 7s ~ eBooks ~ iRig acoustic ~ Rainbow crash ~  Apps

Don’t charge wet iPhone 7/7+
Apple made the iPhone 7 and 7 Plus water 
and dust resistant, with a rating of IP67. 
This means that you won’t have to worry 
as much if you get a wet iPhone. 

However, if you’ve dropped your iPhone 
in a body of water, you shouldn’t charge it 
right away. Here’s what you should do.

Canadian antitrust & eBooks
Canada’s Competition Bureau on Friday 
announced an agreement with Apple and 

three other ebook publishers, allowing 
other sellers such as Amazon and Kobo to 
offer discounts on titles, despite the first 
group’s attempts to keep prices higher.

iRig Pro I/O, iRig 
Acoustic Stage
IK Multimedia 
has launched two 
new interfaces 
for musicians in 
the iRig Pro I/O, 
a compact audio 
and MIDI interface 
with Lightning 
connectivity straight 
from the box, and 
the iRig Acoustic 
Stage digital 

microphone system for acoustic guitars.

Rainbow Emoji Message Crash
Another messaging crash for iOS devices 
is making the rounds. This time, it involves 
the colourful rainbow emoji. The bug 
affects both iPhones and iPads running iOS 

More news is online at Mac NZ

10.1 or below, but a variant of the crash can 
affect devices running iOS 10.2.
To summarise, a person includes a text 
string in an iMessage consisting of a 
waving white flag emoji, a zero, a rainbow 
emoji and a hidden character called a 
variant selector. 
When this message is sent to an iPhone 
user, it crashes and requires you to reboot 
the phone. Luckily, the fix to this problem 
is simple. 
All you have to do is delete the iMessage 
conversation that contains the booby-
trapped message.
Updating to iOS 10.2 will protect you 
against the first variant, but not the 
second. Apple has yet to comment on the 
issue, but we look forward to an upcoming 
iOS 10.2.1 release for a patch.

Apple’s App Store pay more
The App Store remains more profitable for 
iOS developers than the Google Play store 
is for Android apps, new estimates reveal, 
with App Store revenues in China also 
continuing to climb at a fast pace.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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apple&talk > Apple Doom ... & Undoom

Peter Thiel, the venture capitalist, 
reckons ‘the age of Apple’ is over. But I 
don’t think there ever was an age of Apple, 
apart from for Apple fans. I mean, if you’re 
happy with Android, you will look back on 
the smartphone era as your Android era.
There were, of course, ‘ages’. There was 
the age of the PC; and of the desktop 
publishing revolution; the time of the 
digital music player; and that of the 
smartphone then the tablet, sure. Apple 
was at the forefront of all of these, but 
never exclusively ruled any to greater and 
lesser extents. Apple at first didn’t have 
the marketing or financial muscle to rule 
its markets, and then only ever became an 
effective player in them, even when it was 
largely responsible for entire categories 
coming to public attention.
Actually, the only category I can think of 
that Apple did almost exclusively dominate 
from beginning to end was the iPod, since 
no other music player came even close 
to surpassing it in use, sales or public 
perception.
As a man of experience, Thiel should 
know that making any kind of sweeping 
pronouncements is not worthy. But hey, 
Thiel works for that inconceivable blow-
hard Donald Trump as his ‘Silicon Valley 
evangelist’. You really can’t expect much 
considered comment, or even intelligence 

(beyond finely-honed and single-
minded opportunism) from such a 
figure. Unless you also worship the 
greedy, of course.

Apple has always been about 
making unapproachable 
technology approachable. Back 
in the day, what was holding up PC 
adoption was the amount of training and 
knowledge required to make a computer do 
… anything. Apple fundamentally changed 
that with the introduction of the Mac’s 
Graphic User Interface, or GUI. This made 
the interface and operation of personal 
computers understandable, conceptually, 
for almost any user. This approach has been 
the real bedrock of Apple ever since, and 
remains so, which is why longer-term Apple 
users roll their eyes when people speculate 
about what the next major technological 
revolution from Apple will be.
They’re missing the point – better to focus 
on what’s difficult about technology that 
Apple decides to make usable.

Even so, Apple has been beavering 
away. Can you think of ten new Apple 
technologies Apple introduced in 2016? Nor 
can I, but apparently there were at least 
ten significant ones. Ceramics, machine 
learning, differential privacy … all these 

things will come into play more and more 
as Apple evolves its personal computing 
platforms. Remember, Apple serves a 
long game, not a short one – Steve Jobs 
envisaged the iPhone 25 years before it was 
possible to create it. That’s the real reason 
Apple is still here, and still powerful.

But this does all bring to mind Apple’s 
profit margins. They’re unacceptably high, 
in this day and age. 
iPhone sales have been static for a while, 
and iPad declining. Why? I really think price: 
once you can get something almost as 
good for a third the price, ‘almost as good’ 
becomes pretty compelling, and people 
will put up with the occasional crash or 
dotty performance.
Most people will deal with a reboot, crash, 
frustration and slowness once in a while for 
an extra $700 in their back pocket.

The Age of Apple may be over, but at least there’s this flash 
new HQ to retreat to
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apple&talk > What happened at Apple in 2016?

New products were released, and they 
were good, but not world-beating, and 
they were slow in arriving. Some ship dates 
slipped considerably: the Pencil in 2015 and 
then AirPods (which have only just started 
arriving) last year. There have been supply 
misjudgements which is odd for a company 
run by the supply-chain expert (Tim Cook), 
once heavily leaned-upon by Steve Jobs.
The much-anticipated late-2016 MacBook 
Pro certainly arrived late in the year, and 
although it debuted a truly useful new 
technology (the Touch Bar), it seemed 
like Apple was waiting for new processors 
and eventually couldn’t wait any longer. 
This was in the face of criticism that 
the MacBook Pro hadn’t been updated 
significantly for four years (four years!), 

quite a hiccup in this 
most stellar line of Macs. 
Meanwhile, iMac has started 
to noticeably lag, the mini 
looks like a very stagnated 
platform – and don’t even 
mention the overpriced, 
underpowered Mac Pro.

iPhone SE clearly surprised 
Apple with a much higher 
demand than expected. 
Forecast models seem out 
of sync with buyer demands, 
and you have to think Apple 

can afford great depth of talent here.
iPad (and, to be fair, all other tablets) have 
been languishing in sales, seemingly failing 
to reach the potential once promised. It’s a 
closed platform (of course). 
As the Mac Observer has observed, “Like 
the original Mac, Steve Jobs conceived of 
the iPad as a closed, friendly, appliance” 
but now its arc has hit the same limits the 
original Mac hit.

AirPort has been languishing and then, 
unannounced, Apple seems to have 
dropped its entire AirPort team, making 
people wonder just what is in store for their 
easy-to-set-up and almost flawless, not 
to mention attractive, Apple wifi network 

devices AirPort Express, AirPort Extreme 
and Time Capsule. 
Perhaps the Apple display partnership that 
sees the Apple Thunderbolt Display gone 
and the company touting products by LG in 
its stead (the 4K and 5K UltraFine displays) 
will become the new business model across 
wifi too. 

But does that mean Apple is losing its 
grip, or simply concentrating where it 
should be?
Apple has always shifted  its focus around 
product groups, but it’s hard to believe 
resources are so  constrained at the tech 
giant it can’t actually cope with long-
standing product lines any more. Former 
Apple employee Chuq Von Raspach thinks 
Apple’s view of its users doesn’t match its 
actual users, which is quite an indictment 
of a company that has always excelled at 
using data to sell data platforms.
Apple’s approach has been super successful 
over the decades, and some companies 
like Pearl Automation have taken aspects 
of the Apple process and ditched others. 
But this poses another concern – this is yet 
another company created by former Apple 
employees.

Let’s hope Apple is putting its house in 
order for 2017.
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> macOS Finder windows are more complicated than they looktips&tricks
1/ Open folders in new Finder tabs or 
windows in macOS Sierra — When you 
open a folder in the Finder (the default 
application for browsing your Mac’s files), 
the folder’s contents usually replace 
the current contents of the window. 
However, you can open a folder in a new 
tab or window, if you wish. Open System 
Preferences (from its icon in the Dock or 
from the Apple Menu), then click Dock.
Click the “Prefer tabs when opening 
documents” pop-up menu, then choose 
your option: Always, In Full Screen Only, or 
Manually. By default, documents open in 
tabs only when an app is full screen.

2/ Open folders in tabs or windows 
— Hold down the Command key on your 
keyboard while you double-click a folder 
and it opens in a new tab or window, 
depending on your Finder preferences. (If 
the Finder toolbar and sidebar are hidden, 
double-clicking a folder without pressing 
the Command key opens the folder in 
a new window.) To open a new Finder 
window without opening a specific folder, 
choose File > New Finder Window or press 
Command-N. [From Apple World Today.]

3/ Spring-loaded folders — macOS Sierra, 
as with several previous versions of macOS, 
supports ‘spring-loaded folders’. These 

pop open when you drag something onto 
it while holding down the mouse/trackpad 
button. Spring-loaded folders work with all 
folder or disk icons in all views and even in 
the Sidebar.
Select an icon (not a disk icon) and drag 
the selected icon onto any folder or disk 
icon while holding down the mouse/
trackpad button. The highlighted folder 
or disk will flash twice (very quickly), then 
spring open under the cursor. (You can 
press the spacebar to make the folder 
open immediately.) Subfolders inside this 
first folder continue to pop open until 
you release the mouse button, and when 
you release the mouse button, the icon 
you’ve been dragging is dropped into the 
active folder. That window remains open; 
however, while all other windows you 
traversed close automatically.
To cancel a spring-loaded folder, drag the 
cursor away from the folder icon or outside 
the boundaries of the sprung window. The 
folder pops shut.
You can toggle spring-loaded folders on 
or off by going to System Preferences > 
Accessibility>Mouse & Trackpad. (There’s 
also a setting for how long the Finder waits 

before it springs 
the folders open.)

4/ Taking timed 

screenshots — Hopefully you know the 
standard Mac screenshot commands 
(Command-Shift 3 for the whole screen, 
Command-Shift 4 to select an area 
with a crosshair). But Apple includes an 
application (program) in your Applications 
folder, then in turn in the 
Utilities folder, that can take 
them at timed intervals. Open 
Applications and launch Grab.
When Grab launches, it just 
waits there with its menus for 
you to do something. To take a 
timed screenshot, pick that option from the 
Capture menu or press Shift-Command-Z. 
A dialogue box will appear to tell you 
what’s what. Click Start Timer and as the 
dialogue box notes, you’ll have ten seconds 
to set up your screenshot. (If you find that 
Grab isn’t including your cursor and you’d 
like it to, select that option within Grab > 
Preferences and choose one of the cursors 
there to include it in your next timed 
screenshot, or if you would prefer no cursor 
to show up, choose the blank option at the 
upper-left.
After the screenshot is taken, you can save 
it out of Grab at its full size.

5/ Disable LinkedIn birthdays in 
Calendar — There’s a Birthdays calendar 
under the Other category in macOS 
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tips&tricks > Siri in 3rd party iOS apps, Live Wallpapers and secret searches

Sierra Calendar. Uncheck or delete that 
one, as it’s one LinkedIn uses. You can 
also disable LinkedIn in your Contacts’ 
Preferences>Accounts category.

1/ Enable Siri for third-party apps in iOS 
10 — For third-party apps, Siri support is off 
by default, and has to be manually toggled 
on app-by-app for titles that support the 
technology. 
There aren’t many that do support Siri so 
far, but for those that do, open the Settings 
app from the iOS home screen, then scroll 
down to the Siri menu option. The next 
step is to tap on the vague App Support 
option.
To use Siri once you’ve turned it on for any 
supported apps, you have to mention an 
app by name. Saying “find men’s fashion 
pins on Pinterest” will generate results, for 
example, while saying “find men’s fashion 
pins” will not only fail to open Pinterest, 
but potentially create wacky consequences 
as Siri tries to interpret what you mean.

2/ Create your own live wallpapers with 
iPhone 6-7 — First, take a Live Photo by 
tapping the little circle icon at top centre 
above the viewfinder screen in the Camera 
app on any iPhone that supports 3D Touch.
In the app, select the photo you’d like to 
turn into a Live wallpaper. Centre the image 

to your liking, then tap Next.
3D Touch the screen by pressing down in 
order to get a preview of the wallpaper.
Tap the wand icon in the lower left corner 
to choose between the animation effects.
Tap Save to export it to your Camera Roll.
Once the photo has been saved, go to 
‘Settings > Wallpaper > Choose a new 
wallpaper’ to find it (note that this is 
where you can set any image you took as 
a Wallpaper, for the Home and/or Lock 
screen). Note Live Wallpapers will only 
work on iPhone 6s or later – as long as your 
iPhone supports 3D Touch, this will work 
for you.
(An app called LivePapers can turn any 
photo into a Live Photo. It’s NZ$2.49/
US$1.99 in the App Store. It lets you turn 
any still photo into a Live Photo, which you 
can then set as a wallpaper on supported 
iPhones.)

3/ Change the default search engine in 
iOS Safari — Most iOS users are blissfully 
unaware of the fact they can easily change 
the default search engine that’s used by 
the Safari browser on the iPhone, iPad and 
iPod touch. While the default engine is still 
Google, it’s also possible to change to Bing, 
Yahoo, or even DuckDuckGo. Here’s how 
to do it.
Launch the Settings app and scroll down 

to Safari (it’s near the bottom of the list of 
Apple pre-installed apps), tap on it, and the 
top item on the screen that’s displayed is 
Search Engine (see image below).
Now tap on the search engine you’d like to 
make your default (see image below). Now 
when you enter search text into the search/
address field at the top of the Safari screen, 
the results that are returned are from the 
new search engine.

4/ Search in secret — As above, you 
can choose a search engine that doesn’t 
track and record your searches, say if 
you’re using a work phone or you simply 
don’t want to leave a trace. As above, just 
choose DuckDuckGo … it may not be as 
comprehensive with results as Google.

5/ Speed searches by turning off Safari 
Suggestions — Because the suggestion 
may take a split second longer to load 
than the search results below it, you may 
inadvertently hit the suggestion instead of 
the term you wanted. 
There is a really quick way to fix this, 
though, so let’s pop over to Settings and 
check it out, shall we? It’s under the Safari 
preferences.
Toggle off Safari Suggestions there, and 
now your search results will now not try to 
do anything fancy or extra.
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tips&tricks > iOS and macOS talk to each other; Siri and more for iOS

1/ Transfer files from iDevice to Mac via 
iTunes — There are various ways to transfer 
files from iPad/iPhone to Macs, but not 
all of them are reliable all of the time (like 
AirDrop). But iTunes file transfer is reliable 
for the apps that support it, and you’re not 
limited by file size.

chip can listen for the key words Hey Siri all 
the time to act upon any requests you give. 
But something that sounds like Hey Siri 
can activate Siri. Normally instances such 
as this are few and not a real issue, but this 
may not be the case in holiday season with 
lots of people about.
While you can disable Siri entirely by going 
to Settings > Siri > Siri, a much quicker way 
to avoid this is to quickly turn the iPhone 
on its face, since when the iPhone is face 
down, the proximity sensor stops Siri from 
listening. As long as the top front of the 
phone is blocked, Siri cannot listen. That’s 
why it’s very difficult to get Siri to respond 
while in a pocket or bag. It’s a low tech 
solution to a high tech problem.

3/ Prioritise app downloads — When 
downloading a number of apps on my 
phone, you may want to use one that’s in 

Privacy is another benefit, since files you 
transfer aren’t uploaded to someone else’s 
servers (ie, via cloud services): they go 
direct.
iOS devices don’t have an accessible file 
system like macOS does, but each app 
has its own document library. iTunes File 
Transfer lets you copy files to and from 
each app library.
Plug in your iPhone, iPod or iPad to a Mac 
with iTunes and the device shows up in 
the program. After clicking on the phone 
icon in iTunes (it appears as a little icon at 
top left), click on Apps on the left sidebar. 
Scroll down (make sure your cursor isn’t 
over a scrolling internal window, but over 
the main part of this interface) until you 
see the section File Sharing. There’s a list 
of apps currently installed on your device 
capable of transferring files.
If you made a movie with iMovie for iOS, for 
example, you can export it to iTunes. Then, 
using your Mac, you can open iTunes and 
save it to your computer. You can also do 
the opposite, and drag a video into iMovie 
using iTunes.

2/ Keep Siri from listening for Hey, Siri 
requests — One of the most convenient 
features of the newer iPhones is to have Siri 
always listening whether you have power 
connected or not. Any iPhone with the M9 
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tips&tricks > Siri and more for iOS continued

the process of being downloaded. In iOS 
10 with an iPhone that supports 3D Touch 
(iPhone 6s, 7), you can choose to prioritise 
one download over another: with multiple 
apps installing, just press with a little force 
on the app you’d like to prioritise. When you 
do so, a menu pops up with that option.

4/ Get rid of Calendar spam — Some iOS 
and macOS users have received calendar 
invite spam, so if you began seeing 
invitations to an event in your calendar for 
Ugg Boots, Ray-Ban sunglasses and other 
products, thanks to spammers taking 
advantage of a long-available feature in 
iCloud that extracts invites from email and 
presents them as notifications in calendar 
apps.

In iOS, you can slide left and then choose 
Delete, which removes the invitation 
without providing a response (no similar 
option appears in macOS).
The best option, however, is to disable this 
automatic invitation parsing altogether. Go 
to your iCloud Calendar page via a desktop 
browser. (Apple doesn’t allow you to use 
iCloud.com via mobile Safari) – ie, log into 
ww.icloud.com.
Click the gear icon in the lower-left corner.
Select Preferences then click the Advanced 
icon. In the Invitations section, change the 
option from In-App Notifications to Email 
to iCloud Address.
Now spam invitations will appear in your 
inbox – or, more likely, get automatically 
marked as spam and not bother you.

5/ More 
Calendar spam 
flexibility — 
This is slightly 
inconvenient if 
you routinely 
received 
and wanted 
calendar 
notifications for 
invitations sent 
via email—you’ll 
have to look for 

these in your inbox and click to add them to 
your calendar.
If you have outstanding invitations that 
you can’t delete after making that change, 
follow these steps:
Via iCloud, iOS Calendar, or any calendar 
app in macOS, create a “spam” calendar.
Assign the invitation to the spam calendar 
without clicking Accept, Decline, or Maybe.
Delete the spam calendar. Click the Delete 
and Don’t Notify buttons when prompted.

Another quick tip: turning an iPhone horizontal in iOS Calendar gives an expanded view
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