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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site for New Zealand. You can store 
your issues of MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from macOS 10 Mavericks onwards, which means you end up 
with a reference library you can search, highlight, add notes to etc) and have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside iBooks) next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free 
to pass MagBytes on. MagBytes is free to receive and you can opt out any time by sending an email here with ‘opt out’ in the subject line. The email list is guarded and private and held by 
Mac NZ for this purpose only. Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on ‘MagBytes Newsletter’ at top right).

April 2017  
•2——Mac News ~ Recycling, 

Earth Day, Xeon, UltraFine, 
Sonnet Echo, NVDIA drivers,  

Mac OS 7, Car. Windows  
•4——Updates ~ iWork goes 

free, Overcast, iMovie, Final Cut, 
Music, 2big, Photolemur 

•6——Mac Help ~  
Around New Zealand 

•7—— iOS & iDevice news 
~ iPhone ‘supercycle’, iPads, 

covers, Galaxy, Apple GPU, App 
Store, diabetes, 64-bit, Rob Zilla 

•9——Apple & Talk ~  
Fall from grace amid glimmers of  

Mac hope, Moan Fest  
•11——Tips & Tricks ~  

Share Sheet and sharing,  
3D Touch

Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification and delectationMagBytes

Apple has set up a virtual reality lab in Wellington, apparently, but how serious is Apple about VR? It has been hiring experts, that’s 
for sure (image from The Mac Observer)
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Mac News > Recycled materials, Earth Day, Xeon GPUs considered, UltraFine

100% recycled materials 
Apple is pledging to use 100% recycled 
materials in a closed supply loop for 
fabrication of its devices, but how Apple 
intends to do so isn’t clear: “We’re actually 
doing something we rarely do, which is 
announce a goal before we’ve completely 
figured out how to do it,” Apple’s Vice 
President of Environment, Policy and 
Social Initiatives Lisa Jackson, told VICE 
News in an interview.

More news is online at Mac NZ

Apple may use Xeon GPUs
Apple may be seriously considering the 
use of a Xeon CPU in its so-called ‘server-
grade’ iMac planned for later this year. 
For good technical reasons the use of 
Xeon has entered discussion in what has 
traditionally been considered a consumer 
iMac (Mac Pro has had Xeons all along).

Earth Day videos
Apple published new videos 

commemorating Earth Day that explain 
clean energy technologies, Apple’s own 
environmental protection efforts, and 
feature Apple employees and executives 
narrating and explaining the concepts 
behind the programs. Apple has also 
installed special signage into Stores.

LG UltraFine 5k Accoclade
The 27-inch LG UltraFine 5K display from 
LG Electronics has had its problems, but 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/04/19/apple-promises-future-products-to-be-made-from-100-recycled-materials
http://www.mac-nz.com
http://www.istorenz.com
https://www.macobserver.com/analysis/apple-will-using-xeon-cpus-falls-pro-imac
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/04/20/apple-publishes-new-earth-day-videos-explaining-companys-environmental-efforts
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Mac News > Sonnet Echo, PhotoSweeper, NVDIA 1080ti, Mac OS7, Car, Windows

it’s been named this year’s Best Photo 
Monitor by the Technical Image Press 
Association (TIPA).

Sonnet Echo Thunderbolt 3
Sonnet Technologies has announced 
its US$899 Echo Express III-D (desktop) 
and $999 Echo Express III-R (rackmount) 
Thunderbolt-to-PCI Express (PCIe) three-
slot expansion chassis are now shipping 
with full support for Thunderbolt 3.

PhotoSweeper for Mac Photos
PhotoSweeper, an NZ$14.99/US$9.99 
photo finder for macOS 10.10 and higher. It 
works with Photos and Adobe Lightroom 
and helps you find and eliminate duplicate 
or similar images. Photos are compared 
regardless of their sizes or formats and 
are grouped by similarity. PhotoSweeper 
works quickly and efficiently, and is a good 
tool for taming your photo library and 
retrieving always-valuable disk space.

Nvidia 1080ti drivers for Mac
Enthusiasts have wasted no time in testing 
new Nvidia Pascal video card drivers, and 
have found external GPU performance 
nearly four times that of the Radeon Pro 
450 in the 15-inch MacBook Pro. The cards 
are hamstrung slightly by the Thunderbolt 

3 interface not being as fast as a 16x 
PCI-E slot, the results are nonetheless 
impressive.

Mac OS 7.0.1 emulator
Feeling nostalgic? [No!] A pair of 
compilation hard drives contains a full 
copy of Mac OS 7.0.1, along with a range 
of games, applications, utilities and toys 
to demonstrate the experience of using 
an early Mac has appeared on the Internet 
Archive. The entire bundle can be run 
inside Safari.

Apple Car rumours revive
Apple has received a permit to test 
autonomous cars in California.
This is “the first official confirmation that 
the maker of the iPhone sees the century-
old automobile as a product that’s ripe for 

reinvention and a 
reflection of its need 
to tap new markets 
to sustain its 
growth,” according 
to Business Insider.

Windows hack 
danger 
Hacker group 
Shadow Brokers 
dumped a new 
cache of NSA tools 
on Friday, and some 
are calling it, “the 
worst thing since 
Snowden.” 
Shadow Brokers 
has released 
other NSA tools, 
including a cache of 
old Linux hacking 
tools last Sunday. 
But Motherboard 
reported that the 
Windows tools 
released in the 
newest cache 
are the hacking 
equivalent of a 
bomb.

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/04/17/nvidia-1080ti-with-new-drivers-in-external-enclosure-quadruples-macbook-pro-native-performance
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/4/14/apple-car-rumors-revive-as-apple-applies-to-test-self-driving-cars-in-california
http://www.macsense.co.nz
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Pages, Numbers, Keynote all became free
Apple has removed the price tag from its Pages, Keynote, 
Numbers, iMovie and GarageBand apps and making ’em all free 

for macOS and iOS users.
Previously, all of these apps were 
available at no charge only for folks 
who bought a new Mac or iOS device. 
Now you can download ’em for free 
at the Mac App Store and Apple 
App Store even if you don’t have the 
latest hardware. [They would have 
cost NZ$14.95 each just a few days 

ago, if you didn’t ever get them already installed on new devices]

Overcast 3.1 puts podcasts on Apple Watch
Popular iOS podcast app Overcast has updated with the ability 
to sync episodes directly to an Apple Watch, letting runners and 
others leave home without an iPhone in tow.

Apple Music launches ‘Up Next’ monthly feature
Apple announced last week Thursday that new feature Up Next 
has been added to Apple Music, a new video documentary series 
that promises to feature a new artist every month.

2big Thunderbolt 3 RAID dock for Touch Bar
Available this summer in capacities of 12, 16 or 20 terabytes, 
LaCie’s forthcoming 2big professional 2-bay RAID storage 
solution features high-speed Thunderbolt 3 connectivity is set to 
take advantage of Apple’s latest MacBook Pros. 
Thanks to Thunderbolt 3, the external storage will boast transfer 
rates of 440MB/s, allowing users to transfer one hour of 4K 
footage in just one minute. Apple’s late 2016 MacBook Pro 

Updates > Freebies! Overcast, Up Next, iMovie & Final Cut, LaCie 2big, Photolemur 2

with Touch Bar models feature USB-C 
connectors compatible with Thunderbolt 3 
accessories.

iMovie, Final Cut Pro X for macOS
Final Cut Pro X (US$299.99) has been revved 
to version 10.3.3. It adds the ability to 
expand the width of the Inspector to view 
and adjust effect parameters; faster redraw 
of audio waveforms when using clips while 
recorded to disk; a Diamond icon in the 
Timeline Index to show when the user has 
modified display of roles in the timeline; 
more colour options in the Role Editor; and 
several bug fixes and performance tweaks.
iMovie upgrade version 10.1.5 is a 
maintenance upgrade which addresses an 
issue which prevented some videos shot on 
iPhone from appearing under Import. 

Photolemur 2 from 18th April
Photolemur is powered by a self-learning AI 
image processing technology and instantly 
enhances photos based on its previous 
‘experience’. It does almost everything by 
itself: load the photos then save the best 
images afterwards. 
The app has been optimised and runs faster 
than before, the image enhancements are 
better, and even the user interface has been 
streamlined. Apple World Today takes a 
look at what’s new in Photolemur 2.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/4/13/apple-updates-imovie-and-final-cut-pro-x-for-macos
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U S B - C  t o  U S B  C a b l e
Power and charge any USB-C device (ie, MacBook, late 2016 
MacBook Pro) using a regular USB charger. Supports USB 3.1 
Gen 1 data transfer speeds of up to 5 Gbps, Moshi’s USB-C 
to USB Cable is encased in aluminium with reinforced stress 
relief points and includes a HandyStrap cable manager
NZ RRP$44.99

I o n G l a s s  f o r 
i P h o n e  7
IonGlass is an atomically-
strengthened glass screen 
protector featuring 
smooth, edge-to-edge 
protection with a micro-
bevel around the Home 
button for fast unlocking 
via Touch ID. Its exceptional 
hardness exceeds that of 
steel. 
NZ RRP$59.99 
(iPhone 7 Plus, NZ$69.99)

U S B - C  t o  V G A  a d a p t e r
Output HD video from any USB-C device or laptop 
to a VGA display or projector. Moshi’s VGA adapter 
supports video resolution up to 1920 x 1200/1080p 
at 60Hz. Both ends of the cable are encased in 
anodised aluminium to minimise electromagnetic 
interference. With its reversible USB-C connector 
and plug-n-play capability, the adapter guarantees a 
hassle-free setup for convenient home or office use
NZ RRP$69.99

U S B - C  C h a r g e  C a b l e
Smart LED indicators keep track of your charging 
status. Supporting up to 60 Watts of power output 
and USB 2 data transfer speeds, Moshi’s USB-C 
Charge Cable has durable aluminium housings and 
delivers utility and style for anyone with an Apple 
Retina MacBook, Google Chromebook Pixel, or 
any mobile device equipped with a USB-C port. At 
2 metres length (6.6 feet) in length, a HandyStrap 
is also included to keep your cable neat and tidy 
during transport 
NZ RRP$59.99

a r m o u r  f o r  i P h o n e 
6 -7
The armour features a 
diamond-cut aluminium 
backplate with a unique 
metallic finish, the 
hybrid material has 
shock absorption and is 
scratch resistant. It has 
fully-encased volume and 
power buttons and the 
raised bezel protects the 
display and the case offers 
military-grade drop-
protection (MIL-STD-810G, 
SGS-certified)
NZ RRP$64.99

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-ion-glass-for-iphone-7-plus
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-to-vga-adaptor
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-charge-cable-2m-1
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Apple’s official support pages are 
comprehensive and cover all aspects of 
Apple hardware and software – it’s here.
Also try Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. Every new 
Mac has a one-year warranty and 90 days 
free phone support. AppleCare extends 
this all out to three years. Under NZ 
law, you are covered by the Consumer 
Guarantees Act against anything going 
wrong that comes down to parts failure 
within reasonable expectations (say, inside 
three years’ use), but be prepared to spend 
anxious time on the phone, sticking to 
your guns to get it fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 
If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in 
rest homes. This is a large, well-run and 
successful group.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. Go to MSN Ak’s web page 
or email Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 
available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.
Eden Roskill — This Auckland branch has 
an Apple Group that meets on the second 
Monday of every month at 487 Dominion 
Rd in the Mt Eden Senior Citizen Rooms, 
opposite Potter’s Park in Balmoral. There 
are several courses for Apple users (Mac, 
iPhone and iPad) as numbers warrant. To 
join, call Janet 09 828 3098

Mac & iDevice training in 
Auckland 
You’re getting MagBytes and may be 
following my weekly Friday tips on Mac 
NZ, so that’s quite a lot of free help. 
I can and do one-to-one or small group 
sessions at your home or workplace in 
Auckland. This costs $95/hour but I’m 
now only available for this on Mondays 
and Tuesdays, since I work at a museum. 
I can present to institutions on Mac and 
iDevice: tips, tricks, hidden features, 
demystification ...Email Mark for info.

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top), but the first 
thing you can do is open the Utilities folder 
on your Mac’s applications folder, and find 
Apple’s Disk Utility. Launch it, select your 
Mac’s internal hard drive which is normally 
called ‘Mac HD’ (or plugged in hard drive/
flash drive/camera card etc) and run First 
Aid over it. (iDevices are another story!)

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
MacNorth Computers 09 433 9855,  
027 490 2332, or email Dave Boswell.

Mac Help > Apple assistance, Consumer Guarantees Act, help, support

Papakura — Mac Interest Group meets 
every 1st, 3rd and 4th week of the month 
9.30 to Noon. An iPad Interest Group 
meets every 3rd Tuesday at 1pm
An “Introduction to iPad” course run on 
demand.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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http://www.apple.com/nz/findouthow/mac/
http://www.apple.com/nz/service/
http://www.consumeraffairs.govt.nz/for-consumers/law/consumer-guarantees-act
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iDevice news

Logitech ad

Supercycle for iPhone 8
Lending credence to speculation 
of a coming iPhone ‘supercycle,’ 
market research firm comScore on 
Thursday released data showing 
tens of millions of users who own 
legacy iPhones are primed to 
upgrade. [So expect long waits when 
you’re ready to upgrade …]

Which 9.7 iPad? 
In the market for a new 9.7-inch 
tablet? Having trouble deciding 
between the all-new 2017 iPad and 
the older but more powerful iPad 
Pro? Apple Insider breaks down the 
pros and cons of each model in this 
video comparison.

iPhone 7 cover shoots
Publisher Condé Nast is continuing 
to use the powerful camera of the 
iPhone 7 Plus to its advantage in 
important areas of its publications, 
with two magazines using 
photographs generated by Apple-
produced smartphone for their 
cover shots.

Inflammatory ‘flattery’
Samsung is apparently confident 
that a rash of fires with its 

> iPhone ‘Supercycle’, which iPad? Cover shoots, Galaxy

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/04/18/comparison-which-97-ipad-is-right-for-you
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iDevice news> Apple’s own GPU, App Store, Podcasts, diabetes, 64, Zilla

Note 7 phablet were caused by 
manufacturing errors, and not design 
or parts, as it has adopted many of 
the same features, down to one of 
the same battery manufacturers, 
with the ‘new’ Galaxy S8+. 
And like the iPhone 7 Plus, the Note 8 
will have a dual camera array.

Apple working on a GPU
Apple is building its own GPU 
architecture, but why? Rather than 
being motivated by simple cost 
savings, evidence points to the timing 
of a significant technical leap forward 
that could be as big of an advance as iOS 
was ten years ago. 
An Apple GPU could be designed to serve 
specific use cases Imagination Technology, 
which currently serves Apple’s iOS GPU 
needs, doesn’t have any reason to address.

Booming Chinese App Store
Geographic app store estimates spanning 
multiple companies and platforms suggest 
that Apple’s App Store, buoyed by growth 

beyond just games, is the top individual 
seller by company in China, although not 
by platform.

iTunes to Apple Podcasts
Apple changed the name of its podcast 
app from iTunes Podcasts to Apple 
Podcasts. 
The move includes branding within iTunes, 
in the Podcasts app, and the Listen on 
Apple Podcasts badge that replaces Listen 
on iTunes Podcasts.

More news is online at Mac NZ

Apple & diabetes treatment
Apple has had a small team of 
biomedical engineers working on a 
secret initiative to develop non-
invasive glucose sensors in what it 
hopes would be a game-changer for 
diabetes treatment, CNBC reports. 

Google Earth to go 64-bit?
Google will announce a “brand new 
experience” for Google Earth on 
April 18th, something which could 
simultaneously signal a much-needed 
upgrade of the Earth iOS app to 64-
bit code.

Rob Zilla shows off  iPad Pro
 Apple is showcasing illustrations of stars 
from the NBA created by artist Robert 
Generette III, also known as ‘Rob Zilla’, 
showing off the high-quality artwork that 
can be created on the iPad Pro using the 
Apple Pencil and Adobe Illustrator Draw. 
[It’s pretty cool watching the drawing 
emerge step by step.]

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
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apple&talk > Fall from grace amid glimmers of  Mac hope

In a rather shocking announcement, and 
despite reputedly brisk sales of the new 
MacBook Pro with Touch Bar, Apple has 
dropped to fifth place in Laptop Magazine’s 
annual ranking of laptops. It held top 
place in that ranking until this year since 
2010, which was pretty incredible in a 
ranking that compared PC (ie, non-Apple) 
laptops. For the rankings, Laptop Magazine 
considers the best combination of quality 
products, cutting-edge innovation, helpful 
support, sleek designs and strong value.
Actually, I think Laptop Magazine made 
some good points, at least about the 
processors and ports. The most particular 
‘ouch’ might be LM’s comment “the 13-inch 
[MacBook] Air feels like leftovers that have 
been left out on the counter for over two 
years, complete with a 5th Generation Intel 
Core chip. (We’re now on 7th Gen, people.)”

This underscores a valid criticism of 
the whole Mac line, which Macworld 
scathingly calls “a showcase of old 
technology“. This includes the Pro 
which was a cutting edge professional 
powerhouse at launch for about six 
months and then never really updated 

again, for years, while the PC 
world romped away with ever 
more powerful and ever more 
affordable alternatives. For 
professionals, at a certain point, 
price trumps brand loyalty. Many 
professionals passed this point 
already three years ago.
But the hopeful bit came a 
few days back, when Apple’s 
Phil Schiller talked about an 
updated Mac Pro available now, 
but more importantly a more expandable, 
wholly-new Pro that will come out next 
year and other new Macs that will be more 
imminent.

As for the MacBook Pro with Touch Bar, 
I really want one and I have the money. My 
MacBook Pro is 5 years old and staggering 
under it’s workload (it gets used a lot), 
but I was teased Kaby Lake Intel CPUs and 
I decided I’d hold out for them, since it’s 
already available. But Apple decided to 
hold with the previous Intel Skylake CPUs …
So I’m still waiting.

Maybe Apple doesn’t need money from Mac 

sales since it makes so much from not paying 
tax? I don’t know, as that seems like a weird 
business model even to me.

But this all rather begs the question, 
why does Apple, with all its power and 
money, wait for things to get so bad before 
doing anything about it? And not just 
in one instance (the Pro), but in many? 
(MacBook air, mini) while releasing an 
anaemic, over-priced machine without a 
niche (MacBook)?
Since, as Marty Edwards points out, Apple 
could just decide to conquer the PC world 
completely if it actually wanted to.
So to me, Schiller’s reassuring statements 
didn’t actually answer many questions, and 
I won’t be properly reassured until I actually 
see progress.

(Image from Apple’s NZ Compare page)
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apple&talk > Moan fest

I feel Tuesday Talk has become a moan-fest 
about what Apple could be, its failings and 
what the Inc could do better. It didn’t used to be 
this way – when I used to write about Apple for 
the New Zealand Herald it was to continuously 
trumpet Apple’s successes. Apple is still 
‘successful’ in that it has a global presence and 
makes tons of money, of course, but for the last 
two years Apple seems to have been focussing 
its energies and resources on ... gosh, I don’t 
know what. Not tech and innovation anyway. At 
least not visibly. 
Apple Watch just turned two, and I was always 
amazed by this product, mostly because it had 
serious competitors out there in the market 
place before it was even actually a product. 
Rumours of the Apple Watch sparked companies 
to create smart watches that would be ‘better’ 
than ‘anything Apple could produce’ ... except 
Apple hadn’t produced anything.  
That’s pretty incredible power right there. 
But was Apple Watch the last really innovative 
thing Apple did? The Watch is beautifully built, 
and much more useful than you’d think at first 
sight. But Apple lost control of the market for a 
device it hadn’t even released, then had to work 
to regain the market it had itself created. Apple 
did, eventually, but this was a bizarre situation 
that it inadvertently orchestrated for itself.

Since the Watch introduction, Mac lines 
have languished; iPhone has had some regular 

updates that 
haven’t been 
groundbreaking 
but definitely very good; iPad has had some 
regularising updates and its lineup has been 
refined. But for the rest, Apple now has to do 
something truly incredible at the World Wide 
Developers Conference in June on more than one 
front. The tech world will be focussed on Apple 
like never before. 
But why has Apple been acting this way? 
That’s what I can’t work out. John Gruber, who 
I interviewed a few years ago in Wellington, 
reckons Apple’s team focus has been too much 
on iPhone. 
Sure, under Jobs, Apple would focus its key 
team members on different projects one after 
another: a project would get the love, then the 
love would get moved on to another category. 
This approach made perfect sense when Apple 
was lean, a little desperate and lacked resources 
and power – but now that Apple has resources 
and power to burn, this approach no longer 
makes any sense. At all. 
Frankly, I’m amazed Apple is still doing this. 
Indeed, Bryan Chaffin reckons Apple’s Achilles 
heel is the leadership team’s slavish devotion 
to maintaining a tiny executive inner circle. This 
appears to have led to positional nest-feathering 
and structured, impenetrable ennui. We are 
supposed to be impressed when Cook, Schiller et 
al even talk in public, when I’d rather see them 

releasing new products. I actually don’t 
care who these people are, they’re not 
my Apple rock stars. 
Apple’s products should be. 

Even Virtual Reality ... sure, I’m excited Apple has 
set up an AR/VR lab in Wellington, New Zealand. 
Who wouldn’t be? But really? Google, Microsoft 
and other big players have been exploring this 
space for years already. Does Apple really think 
a white headset with an Apple logo on it at 
twice the price is all Apple is capable of? All we 
expect? I really, really hope not. Apple needs to 
work hard to be a relevant player in this space 
if it’s going to enter it at all. Apple has been 
publicly ignoring virtual reality while hiring and 
acquiring experts at an impressive rate. 
Meanwhile, Apple as a gaming platform has 
had some remarkable successes in iDevices, yet 
it’s still largely ignored on Mac as it has been 
for decades. This shouldn’t matter to people 
who use Macs for anything but gaming, but it 
does: Macs still have second-rate video cards 
compared to cheaper PCs largely because it can’t 
be bothered to attract decent games, which 
challenge and raise technical specs on PCs. This 
is galling – yet it has always been galling. 
Which doesn’t mean it shouldn’t be changed. It’s 
also galling because virtual reality games will 
explode.

So I have one message, Apple:  
Please, please get your sh _ t together! 
I’d much rather be writing positive commentary.

Image from Shinta VR
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> Share Sheet – what it is and how to use it on Mac and iOStips&tricks

In a recent tip I posted for Five Tip 
Friday, I got some feedback that Apple’s 
Share Sheet was a mystery. 
We all like to share our thoughts, links, 
Notes and more, and once upon a time this 
was a matter of copying, opening an email 
and pasting, or dragging website ‘favicons’  
into emails, or exporting various types of 
documents into other interchange formats 
so they could be sent ... as this progressed, 
the forms we communicated diversified 
too, with Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, 
LinkedIn, and then Messages being added 
from the iOS platform to Macs so people 
can text directly from their desktops.
The Share Sheet button turns up all over 
the place – it’s a horizontal rectangle 
with an upwards-pointing arrow at top 

centre. Basically, whenever you feel the 
impulse to share anything with anyone for 
any reason, tap the Share Sheet button, 
choose your preferred option and Share 
Sheet handles the heavy lifting for you, 
cleverly  adding the links for web pages for 
example, to Tweets.
In other words, say you find a web page 
you want to Tweet to someone, just tap 
the Share Sheet button at top right of 

Safari on Mac, choose Twitter and a little 
panel pops up with a title, a thumbnail on 
the right and space you to add your own 
text, for example ‘I thought you might find 
this useful’. 
But you’ll also find this ability on iOS. To 
share a web page again, tap the Share 
Sheet icon at the bottom – if you don’t 
see it, drag downwards on the age and 
they should appear. Tap that, choose your 
option ... once again, click ‘More ...’ to 
further refine this with any other services 
and accounts you may have installed. 

Once you know what to look for, you 
will spot the Share Sheet button all over 
the place, for example in Mac and iOS 
Photos to instantly Message, Tweet, email 
or AirDrop an image, or several images. 
(AirDrop lets you ‘drop’ files between 
Apple devices on the same network.)
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tips&tricks > Sharing, iOS apps, iTunes songs, homescreen rotation & 3D Touch

1/ Print to PDF from any app from 
iPhone and iPad — This trick relies upon a 
hidden feature of the Share Sheet. To print 
from any app, such as Safari, you begin by 
tapping the Share icon. Next, tap the Print 
icon from the bottom row of the Share 
Sheet. Depending on what you’ve enabled 
(below), you might have to scroll to the 
right to find it. Now, to access the PDF 
view, simply 3D Touch (or pinch together 
two fingers to zoom out, in non-3D Touch 
devices) in the preview area of the PDF.
With that done, you should be in a PDF 
view of your document, web page, or 
whatever. Your next step is to share it. Just 
tap the Share icon, and choose where you 
want to send your PDF. You can share it via 
Messages or Mail, or any other app that 
supports the Share Sheet extensions.
Another great option is iBooks, if you 
want to keep all of your PDFs together, but 
there’s often a Share Sheet icon there to 
do that directly. But you can even save the 

PDF file to your iCloud drive or Dropbox.
Saving the web pages you’ve visited to PDF 
is a great way to keep notes when you’re 
researching. Other options for where to 
save those PDF files include Evernote and 
even the built-in Notes app.

2/ Use the Remote app to control your 
iTunes library in macOS Sierra from your 
iDevice — If you have an iPhone, iPad or 
iPod Touch you can use the Apple Remote 
app — free from the Apple App Store — to 
control your Mac’s iTunes library from a 
distance.
First, pair the app with the iTunes library 
(or libraries) you want to control. Your 
device and your computer must be on the 
same wireless network.
If you have Remote 2.0 (or later) and 
Home Sharing is turned on, you can set 
Remote to pair automatically with any 
of the iTunes libraries on your Home 
Sharing network. You can also pair Remote 
directly with iTunes libraries that aren’t in 
your Home Sharing network. To pair the 
Remote with an iTunes library: Tap Remote 
on your device’s Home screen.
Tap Add an iTunes Library.
A 4-digit code appears.
Open iTunes on your computer and click 
the Remote button .
Type the 4-digit code in the iTunes 

window. iTunes pairs the library on your 
computer with the Remote app on your 
device.
To use Remote 2.0 (or later) with Home 
Sharing, every iTunes library you want to 
control must have Home Sharing turned 
on.
Tap Remote on your device’s Home screen.
Tap Settings.
Tap to turn Home Sharing on.
Type your Apple ID and password, and tap 
Done.
Tap the iTunes library or Apple TV you 
want to control.

3/ Use Home Sharing to import items 
from another iTunes library — You can 
use Home Sharing to import items from up 
to five iTunes libraries on other computers 
on your home network? You can (assuming 
you have an Apple ID).
When you use your Mac on your Home 
Sharing network to download an item 
from the iTunes Store, you can have 
the item download automatically to 
other computers on your Home Sharing 
network.
Turn on Home Sharing. Choose File > 
Home Sharing > Turn On Home Sharing.
Type in your Apple ID and password, and 
click Turn On Home Sharing.
If you don’t have an Apple ID, click 
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tips&tricks > iOS tips continued (a mixture)

“Don’t have an Apple ID?” and follow the 
onscreen instructions.
To import items from other libraries using 
Home Sharing, choose a computer on your 
Home Sharing network from the Library 
pop-up menu. The library loads and a list 
of categories appears.
Choose a category (Music, for example). 
In the Show menu at the bottom of the 
iTunes window, choose “Items not in my 
library.” Select the items you want to 
import, and click Import.
To automatically import new iTunes 
Stores purchases from another computer, 
choose a computer on your Home Sharing 
network from the Library pop-up menu. 
Choose a category (Music, for example).
Click Settings at the bottom of the 
window. In the window that 
appears, select “Automatically 
transfer new purchases from 
Library Name.” Select the types 
of items you want to import. Click 
OK.
To turn off Home Sharing, on each 
computer, choose File > Home 
Sharing > Turn Off Home Sharing. 
If a shared computer doesn’t 
appear when Home Sharing is on, 
turn Home Sharing off, and then 
turn it on again.

4/ Disable homescreen rotation on 
Apple’s Plus-series iPhones — By default, 
Apple’s iPhone 6 Plus, 6s Plus, and 7 Plus 
add an auto-rotating home screen to iOS, 
rearranging icons and the dock whenever a 
device is tilted sideways.
Aside from the Control Center orientation 
lock, here’s an indirect way of achieving 
the same result:
Within the Settings app, tap on Display & 
Brightness, then on View under the Display 
Zoom category towards the very bottom 
(shown below). Nominally this option just 
makes it easier to browse and tap on icons. 
As a consequence of using it, however, the 
home screen will no longer rotate.
To make the switch, tap on ‘Zoomed,’ 
then on ‘Set.’ Technically an iPhone has 

to reset to apply the change, but unlike 
a normal reboot this should only take 
several seconds. That’s it — to reverse 
course, go back to the Display Zoom menu 
and select ‘Standard’ instead. The above 
method works in iOS 9 and 10. Some 
apps, like Apple Messages, will continue 
to rotate their own interfaces even with 
Display Zoom on, and there may be no way 
of disabling this within an app’s settings. 
[From Apple Insider.]

5/ Using 3D Touch — If you have iPhone 6s 
or later, you may not be using 3D Touch, a 
more pressured press on the screen that 
releases a wealth of extra possibilities, for 
example when you are typing:
The first time you 3D Touch anywhere on 
the keyboard, you can start dragging the 
cursor around to place it in a specific spot. 
It’s a great way to get exact placement 
without fidgeting with your finger.
But, if you don’t lift your finger after that 
first 3D Touch and do it again, you’ll select 
the adjacent full word. 3D Touch one more 
time without lifting, and you’ll select the 
entire sentence surrounding the cursor. 
These extra actions take a little practice, 
but they’re darn handy once you get them 
down. 
[There are more handy 3D Touch features, 
on the Mac Observer.]
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tips&tricks > Apple has made the iWork apps Pages, Keynote & Numbers, free  

1/ Apple’s Pages, Numbers and Keynote 
apps for macOS and iOS allow you 
to collaborate — You can invite others 
to your documents and work on them 
together in real time. Here’s how to use 
iWork collaboration on a Mac with macOS 
Sierra and Pages 6.0, Numbers 4.0, or 
Keynote 7.0 or later; an iPhone, iPad, or 
iPod touch with iOS 10 and Pages 3.0, 
Numbers 3.0, or Keynote 3.0 or later;
A Mac with Safari 6.0.3 or later, or Google 
Chrome 27.0.1 or later; and even on a 
Windows PC with Internet Explorer 11 or 
later, or Google Chrome 27.0.1 or later.
To invite others to collaborate you must 
be signed in to iCloud on your device and 
have iCloud Drive turned on. If you’re using 
a web browser, sign in to iCloud.com and 
open the iWork app you want to use.
If you have an iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch 
with earlier versions of iOS or iWork apps, 
or if you have an Android device, you can 
view documents but can’t edit them.
When you invite people to collaborate on 
a document, spreadsheet, or presentation, 
the app creates an iCloud.com link for you 
to send to them. If you limit access so that 
only people you invite can collaborate 
on your document, they must sign in to 
iCloud or iCloud.com with their Apple ID. 
The name of the document is included 
in the URL. If the title or content of the 

document is confidential, make sure to 
ask participants not to forward the link to 
anyone else.
Here’s how to invite other people from 
your Mac. From Pages, Numbers, or 
Keynote, open the document you want to 
share. In the toolbar, click the share icon — 
a head with a checkmark by it.
Tap Add People to add people. Tap your 
preferred method for sending the link. If 
you choose to email your invitation, type 
an email address or phone number for 
each person you want to invite. Add any 
other information, then send or post the 
message.
The share icon — a head with a checkmark 
by it —  indicates that a document is 
shared. The checkmark changes to show 
how many people have the document 
open (not including you).

2/ Collaborating in iOS — Here’s how 
to invite other folks from your iPhone, 
iPad or iPod touch: if your document 
is already open in Pages, Numbers, or 
Keynote, tap the three dot icon, then tap 
Collaborate With Others. If you’re in the 
Document Manager, tap the share icon,  
then tap Collaborate With Others. Tap 
the document you want to share. If the 
document you select hasn’t downloaded 
to your device, it downloads now.

3/ Protect with a password — If you set 
Who Can Access to ‘Anyone with the link, 
and you want to add a password, tap Add 
Password. 
Type your password and hint. You and 
other participants need this password to 
open the document.

4/ Invite other people from iCloud.
com — If your document is already open 
in Pages, Numbers, or Keynote for iCloud, 
click the share icon in the toolbar. If 
you’re in the Document Manager, select a 
document, then click the icon that looks 
like a gear. Now choose Collaborate With 
Others.

5/ Password protect iWork documents 
anyway — Here’s how to password-
protect Pages, Numbers, Keynote docs 
in macOS Sierra: From Pages, Keynote or 
Numbers, open the document that you 
want to secure with a password.
Go to the File menu and choose Select Set 
Password.
Enter a password and a hint.
That’s it! As you set a password, a small 
lock icon will appear on that particular 
document indicating that it’s secured with 
a password. The next time you need to 
access the doc on any Apple device or via 
iCloud, you’ll be asked for a password.
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tips&tricks > Tis the season to be sharing, or so it seems – more sharing tips

1/ Share your location quickly from the 
Maps app — It’s pretty quick to share 
your location in Messages, but sometimes 
you’re in the Maps app when you suddenly 
think ‘it would be great to tell so-n-so this 
is where I am, or will be…’ and to be able to 
do this via other apps like Mail, as well.
Luckily, this is possible.

In the 
Maps app, 
navigate to 
the location 
you want 
to pin and 
share. Tap 
and hold on 
that location 
until the 
round red pin 
flag appears 
(shown at 
left).
To fine-tune 
the location, 
tap on Edit 

Location – now you can drag the map 
around until the pin is exactly where you 
want it.
Anyway, once you’ve got it where you 
want it, tap Done to go back to the main 
map screen.)
Now tap the Share button (marked above, 

at lower right) to send out the pin location 
to whoever you want, via Messages, Mail, 
Twitter, Facebook, or with any other app 
with its Sharing Sheet extension turned 
on.

2/ Share your GPS coordinates — To 
get really geeky, you can also share your 
precise geographical coordinates. Open up 
the Compass app and wait a few seconds. 
Your latitude and longitude should appear 
at the bottom of the screen. Tap and hold 
on the coordinates, and then choose Copy: 
you can now paste your coordinates into a 
text message, email or anywhere else.
After you double-click your Home button, 
you can swipe left and right 
through running apps to 
quickly change to another 
(tap on the one you want) or 
swipe upwards to ‘quit’ them 
(stop them using your iDevice’s 
resources, RAM, data etc)

3/ Close all running apps in 
one hit — This is contentious 
with some claiming it’s not 
necessary. But I’m firmly in the 
camp that having dozens of 
apps running at once makes 
your iDevice laggy, since apps 
don’t automatically quit 

when you can’t see them on iPhone/iPad. 
In other words, having an app running, 
then pressing the Home button to launch 
another app actually leaves that first app 
running, just hidden, until you can have 
dozens of apps all running at once – you 
can see this by double-clicking the Home 
button, from which view you can swipe 
apps upwards to actually quit them, or 
swipe left and right to go through them 
and tap the ones you want to work or play 
in again (below).
But the following process suspends 
all your apps, freeing up memory and 
processor time:
• Press the Sleep/Wake button until you 
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see the slider to shut down your iPhone.
• Now press and hold the Home Button for 
approximately five seconds, or until you 
are returned to either your Lock or Home 
Screen…
That’s it, your apps have all been 
suspended. If you double-press the Home 
Button, you’ll still see each of them still 
listed as if they are running, and they’re 
still instantly available form this view, 
but you might notice these apps actually 
refresh (or relaunch) when you tap on 
them. That’s because they’ve actually been 
properly suspended, freeing up memory.

4/ Shared Links in iOS Safari — Shared 
Links is a tab that’s been around since iOS 
7, but was used to just support Twitter 
accounts. Now the feature also supports 
RSS feeds. To get to the shared links, tap 
on the Bookmarks button at the bottom 
row of Safari. 
Next, tap on the tab with the “@” sign, 
and you’ll be in your Shared Links. One of 
the first feeds that will show up in Shared 
Links, if you have signed into the social 
media network in the Settings app, is 
your Twitter timeline. Long-hold on that 
Bookmarks button, and a new menu pops 

up with Add Bookmark, 
Add to Reading List and 
Add to Shared Links. 
Tap on that last one, and 
voilà, the RSS feed for 
the page you’re looking 
shows up.
If Add to Shared Links 
doesn’t appear, try going 
to an article on that site 
instead of the home page. 
The Shared Links option 
will often appear then.

5/ Change your DNS on 
your iOS device — This 
won’t apply to most 
people, since most people 

don’t have a terrible need for secrecy, but 
it’s possible to change your DNS address 
to access more online than your typical ISP 
might allow.  
DNS stands for Domain Name System, the 
type of system used to name any device 
or service connected to the internet. It 
translates numerical IP addresses to more 
human-friendly names (ie, to http://www.
mac-nz.com). 
Your browser requests are sent to a DNS 
server controlled by a third party – usually 
this would be your ISP. But it’s possible for 
your ISP to know which websites you visit, 
but also censor websites it doesn’t like. 
Thankfully, there are DNS services that 
are committed to privacy and defeating 
censorship. Assuming you know some of 
these like OpenNicProject: you will need 
the DNS addresses: a series of numbers 
separated by full stops.
Open the Settings app on your iOS device 
and navigate to Wi-Fi and find the network 
you’re connected to. Tap the blue “i” to 
the right of it. This is where you see the 
network settings.
Look for the section called DNS. You can 
tap on the empty space, and type in the 
DNS primary and secondary server. Type 
in the primary address first, followed by 
a comma (no space), then the secondary 
server address.
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