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MagBytes; the fine print 
This is a free New Zealand subscriber email info magazine from the NZ Apple news and info site mac-nz.com.
MagBytes tells you what’s happening and what’s new in the world of Apple every month, compiled from Mac NZ. 
Learn tips and how to do interesting things with your Macs and iDevices, and how to get more out of them. 
MagBytes is brought to you by Mark Webster, onetime editor of NZ Macguide magazine and a long-time trainer and commentator on Apple and the world of technology. 
Mark wrote about Apple for a worldwide audience on the New Zealand Herald under the title ‘Apple Watch’ (2009-2014) and at his Mac NZ Apple info site for New Zealand. You can store 
your issues of MagBytes on your HD, Thumb Drive or on CD/DVD, read it on screen, or even just drag it to iTunes (or to iBooks, from macOS 10 Mavericks onwards, which means you end up 
with a reference library you can search, highlight, add notes to etc) and have it appear on your iPhone and iPad (inside iBooks) next time you sync. Or print it out, even – and please feel free 
to pass MagBytes on. MagBytes is free to receive; recipients details are not shared with, or available to, anybody except me.  
Find out more about the MagBytes Apple newsletter online (click on ‘MagBytes Newsletter’ at top right).

November 2017

  

•2——Mac News ~ iMac Pro 
in December, tax, sales, puck, 

Reflector, Apple Park, MacBook 
Pro is the best, Conflict Minerals 
•4——Updates ~ iwork, Pages, 

iOS 11.1.2, new browser and mail 
client, Parallels 13 for Mac, Ulysses 

•6——Mac Help ~  
Around New Zealand 

•7—— X Supply & thanks, Android 
switcher, Sonic, video editing, 

Soderberg, X tips, Watch saves  
•9——Apple & Talk ~ This will be 

the last MagBytes ... 
•10——Tips & Tricks ~ for iOS 11 

and macOS High Sierra   
•16——Shiny & New ~  

Belkin has just released a  
slew of  new USB-C products

Last Monthly NZ newsletter of  things Apple for your edification MagBytes

Sorry, folks, this is the last MagBytes I will produce, for I no longer have the time (see page 9 for an explanation)

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.creativetech.net.nz
http://www.mac-nz.com
http://www.mac-nz.com
http://www.mac-nz.com
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Mac News > iMac Pro

Apple’s iMac Pro is due this December
AppleInsider goes through every new detail, feature and 
rumoured specification related to Apple’s upcoming 
iMac Pro in a six-minute video. 
Apple has already confirmed a major refresh of the Mac 
Pro tower for 2018, but little is known about the next-
generation Mac Pro, which will likely require users to 
buy a display separately. If you want one as good as the 
recent 5K iMacs, it’s going to cost upwards of US$1300 
for the screen alone. But iMac Pro will have one built in, 
of course. (Image, right, from WCCFTech)

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/11/25/video-everything-you-need-to-know-about-apples-imac-pro-in-under-6-minutes
https://wccftech.com/apple-imac-pro-geekbench-listing-more/
http://www.mac-nz.com
http://www.istorenz.com
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Mac News > Tax, self-driver, iBooks, Puck, Reflector, Park, accolade, minerals

More news is online at Mac NZ

UK tax crackdown on tech firms 
The UK Treasury has said it will begin 
cracking down on large corporations that 
shift British earnings overseas in a bid to 
avoid the country’s high taxes, a move that 
follows a wider European Union strategy 
seeking much the same. Along with 
big-name corporations like McDonalds, 
the initiative targets tech companies like 
Apple and Google, which use complex 
accounting strategies to skirt high taxes.

Self-driving research paper 
Apple has posted research on how self-
driving cars can better spot objects while 
using fewer sensors. 
It appears to be the company’s first 
publicly disclosed paper on autonomous 
vehicles.

iBooks sales
NZ independent publisher CreativeTech 
has its iBooks titles dramatically reduced 
until 30th November – just open the 
iBooks app on your Apple device(yes, it’s 
on all of them) and choose the iBooks 
Store (or tap ‘Featured’ or iPad/iPhone) 
and type CreativeTech into the search bar, 
for example Parcels From Home: Jack’s War 
(that’s a frame from it, right) NZ$6.99 
instead of the usual NZ$17.99.

eGFX Puck with Radeon RX
560 — External GPU enclosures can be 
pretty massive. Sonnet has a solution 
to the problem with the portable eGFX 
Breakaway Puck — and AppleInsider has 
put one to the test.

Reflector 3
The latest version of Reflector is out. The 
utility turns a Mac or Windows PC into an 
AirPlay receiver.  
Reflector 3 will be priced at US$14.99, 
but the company will have a US$11.99 
introductory price in play for a while as 
well as discounts for existing users of 
Reflector 2.

Apple Park Visitor Center open 
Bryan Chaffin stopped by, took some pics, 
bought a shirt, and talked to folks. Here 

are some of those photos and his thoughts 
“on this delightful place“. 
When the Apple Park Visitor Center 
opened, Apple hosted a gathering of 
Cupertino neighbours.

MacBook Pro is the best
If you want to buy the best laptop that 
is out there, go for Apple’s MacBook 
Pro with Touch Bar, says RESCUECOM 
President David Milman, whose company 
repairs tens of thousands of computers 
annually.
The Touch Bar, available exclusively on the 
MacBook Pro, offers a revolutionary way 
to use your laptop, he adds. 
The MacBook Pro is thinner and lighter 
as well as faster and more powerful than 
previous versions. [I sure love mine!]

Clear leader in Conflict Minerals 
Apple emerged as the clear leader, scoring 
114 out of a possible 120 points, plus an 
additional eight points in extra credit 
in the 2017 Conflict Minerals Company 
Rankings by the Enough Project.
The tech giant’s consistent fulfilment 
of the rankings criteria indicates Apple 
has committed substantial resources 
to developing processes for sourcing 
minerals from mines that benefit 
Congolese communities. 

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.mac-nz.com
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/11/22/uk-government-to-initiate-tax-crackdown-on-tech-firms-holding-earnings-offshore
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/11/22/uk-government-to-initiate-tax-crackdown-on-tech-firms-holding-earnings-offshore
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/22/apple-posts-research-paper-about-self-driving-cars
http://apple.co/2tqr0MJ
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/11/21/hands-on-sonnet-egfx-breakaway-puck-with-radeon-rx-560
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/11/21/hands-on-sonnet-egfx-breakaway-puck-with-radeon-rx-560
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/20/reflector-3-highlights-new-ui-better-performance
https://www.macobserver.com/columns-opinions/editorial/photos-thoughts-opening-day-apple-park-visitor-center/
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/16/rescuecom-macbook-pro-with-touch-bar-is-the-best-laptop-out-there
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/16/rescuecom-macbook-pro-with-touch-bar-is-the-best-laptop-out-there
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Updates for Pages, Keynote, and Numbers
Apple has updated Pages, Keynote, and Numbers for macOS to, 
respectively versions 6.3.1, 7.3.1, and 4.3.1. All offer stability and 
performance improvements.
Pages is the word processing app for macOS (and iOS). Keynote 
(also for iOS) lets you create presentations and slides. Numbers 
is a spreadsheet app, and, yep, it also has an iOS version. All three 
open and save the equivalent Microsoft Office versions (Word, 
Powerpoint and Excel). The upgrades are available free through 
the Mac App Store.

Pages has new options for formatting links
A few years ago, Melissa Holt wrote about dealing with the way 
Pages formats URLs in your text, but in newer versions of the 
application, your options have changed. 
As always, when you type “www.macobserver.com” or now even 
something like “apple.com” into a Pages document, the program 
will automatically create a clickable link and adds an underline.

iOS 11.1.2
Apple has released iOS 11.1.2, which addresses an issue in which 
some iPhone X models became unresponsive in cold weather.

Quantum puts browser speeds to the test
Mozilla just released their new Firefox Quantum browser with 
new features including built-in screenshots, a save-for-later 
feature named Pocket, and a Library that holds all of your pocket 
saves, bookmarks, browsing history, screenshots and downloads 
in one spot. 
Mozilla claims the new Firefox runs faster mostly because 
of the overhaul of the code base, and resultant performance 

Updates > iWork, Quantum browser, Parallels, email client, iOS 11.1.2, Ulysses, Vimeo 

improvements. AppleInsider compares the new release with 
Safari, and Google’s Chrome.

Review of  Parallels Desktop 13 for Mac
Parallels Desktop 13 for Mac was released a few months ago, 
and since then Steven Sander has been using it to run Windows, 
Linux, Mac and even Android virtual machines on a 27-inch 
iMac. Parallels has been making great strides in providing a top 
virtualization tool since the first days of Intel Macs, and this 13th 
iteration adds a few features and hones performance.

New Mailspring mail client for macOS High Sierra
Foundry376 has launched Mailspring, a desktop email client 
designed for macOS High Sierra.
It sports features such as an unified inbox, snoozing, reminders, 
templates, offline search, and support for Gmail labels. It 
comes with six built-in themes. The app offers mail rules and 
customisable keyboard shortcuts.
Mailspring is free and supports all IMAP providers, including 
iCloud, Gmail and Office 365. 

Ulysses writing gets a makeover for iPhone X
The subscription-based cross-platform writing app Ulysses 
received a big update today. Version 12.1 brings a redesign that 
works with the bezel-free display of the iPhone X, supports Face 
ID authentication, and more …

Vimeo adds support for vivid HDR colours
Popular streaming video service Vimeo has updated its official iOS 
and tvOS apps to take advantage of Apple’s recent support for 
high dynamic range video across its platform of devices.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/10/apple-updates-pages-keynote-and-numbers-for-macos
https://www.macobserver.com/tips/quick-tip/pages-formatting-links/
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/16/ios-1112-released-with-fix-for-iphone-xcold-weather-glitch
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/11/15/video-speed-and-resource-testing-safari-firefox-and-chrome-on-the-mac
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/13/review-parallels-desktop-13-for-mac
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/13/review-parallels-desktop-13-for-mac
https://getmailspring.com/
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/23/ulysses-writing-app-gets-a-makeover-for-iphone-x
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/16/ios-1112-released-with-fix-for-iphone-xcold-weather-glitch
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USB-C to USB Cable
Power and charge any USB-C device (ie, MacBook, late 2016 
MacBook Pro) using a regular USB charger. Supports USB 3.1 
Gen 1 data transfer speeds of up to 5 Gbps, Moshi’s USB-C 
to USB Cable is encased in aluminium with reinforced stress 
relief points and includes a HandyStrap cable manager
NZ RRP$44.99

IonGlass for 
iPhone 7
IonGlass is an atomically-
strengthened glass screen 
protector featuring 
smooth, edge-to-edge 
protection with a micro-
bevel around the Home 
button for fast unlocking 
via Touch ID. Its exceptional 
hardness exceeds that of 
steel. 
NZ RRP$59.99 
(iPhone 7 Plus, NZ$69.99)

USB-C to VGA adapter
Output HD video from any USB-C device or laptop 
to a VGA display or projector. Moshi’s VGA adapter 
supports video resolution up to 1920 x 1200/1080p 
at 60Hz. Both ends of the cable are encased in 
anodised aluminium to minimise electromagnetic 
interference. With its reversible USB-C connector 
and plug-n-play capability, the adapter guarantees 
a hassle-free setup for convenient home or office 
use
NZ RRP$69.99

USB-C Charge Cable
Smart LED indicators keep track of your charging 
status. Supporting up to 60 Watts of power output 
and USB 2 data transfer speeds, Moshi’s USB-C 
Charge Cable has durable aluminium housings and 
delivers utility and style for anyone with a USB-C 
MacBook. At 2 metres length (6.6 feet) in length, a 
HandyStrap is also included to keep your cable tidy 
during transport. NZ RRP$59.99

armour for  
iPhone 6-7
The armour features a 
diamond-cut aluminium 
backplate with a unique 
metallic finish, the 
hybrid material has 
shock absorption and is 
scratch resistant. It has 
fully-encased volume and 
power buttons and the 
raised bezel protects the 
display and the case offers 
military-grade drop-
protection (MIL-STD-810G, 
SGS-certified)
NZ RRP$64.99

Symbus Compact USB-C Dock
Moshi’s Symbus is a compact USB-C dock that turns your 
laptop into a desktop system with one cable. Symbus 
connects your MacBook or USB-C laptop to an HDMI 
monitor, wired internet and 2 USB peripherals such as a 
keyboard, mouse or external storage. The dock supports  
4K video outputs and digital surround sound to HDMI-
equipped displays, AV receivers, or projectors and can 
charge the MacBook and 13-inch MacBook Pro. 
NZ RRP $269.99 (US$124.95)

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-to-usb-cable-1m
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-to-usb-cable-1m
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-ion-glass-for-iphone-7-plus
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-to-vga-adaptor
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-charge-cable-2m-1
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-usb-c-charge-cable-2m-1
https://www.macgear.co.nz/collections/moshi/products/moshi-iglaze-armour-for-iphone-7
http://www.macgear.co.nz
https://www.moshi.com/symbus-compact-usb-c-dock#silver
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Apple support & AppleCare
Apple’s official support pages are 
comprehensive and cover all aspects of 
Apple hardware and software – it’s here.
Also try Intro to the Mac and How Tos.
AppleCare: If you need your Mac fixed, 
look for an Apple licenced repair centre. 
People often ask me if they should buy 
AppleCare with their devices. Every new 
Mac has a one-year warranty and 90 days 
free phone support. AppleCare extends 
this all out to three years. Under NZ 
law, you are covered by the Consumer 
Guarantees Act against anything going 
wrong that comes down to parts failure 
within reasonable expectations (say, inside 
three years’ use), but be prepared to spend 
anxious time on the phone, sticking to 
your guns to get it fixed. 
However, this absolutely does pay off.
AppleCare is expensive, depending on the 
device, but it’s a replacement policy which 
covers you anywhere in the world. 
If you travel and you want full reassurance, 
and you can afford it, AppleCare is superb.

Mac Senior Net — ready to help
If you are aged 55 years or better and you 
use an Apple computer or device, Mac 
Senior Net is a wonderful resource.

Christchurch: With nearly 600 
members, this very active Apple-
focussed group covers Christchurch with 
a dedicated lab – and caters to the city’s 
surrounds by running iPad sessions in 
rest homes. This is a large, well-run and 
successful group.
 
Auckland: Mac Senior Net Auckland 
provides on-going Apple Mac and iDevice 
knowledge to help competency, learnt 
alongside others in similar situations. 
The Auckland Club holds monthly 
meetings in Howick, Bayswater and 
Remuera and provides lessons and talks 
very reasonably. Go to MSN Ak’s web page 
or email Marion Moffat.
Handy Absolute Beginners’ courses are also 
available at SeniorNet, including for iPads.
Eden Roskill — This Auckland branch has 
an Apple Group that meets on the second 
Monday of every month at 487 Dominion 
Rd in the Mt Eden Senior Citizen Rooms, 
opposite Potter’s Park in Balmoral. There 
are several courses for Apple users (Mac, 
iPhone and iPad) as numbers warrant. To 
join, call Janet 09 828 3098

Mac diagnostics
Your Mac has various diagnostic tools and 
routines available. If you think things are 
going awry, check the Help page on Mac 
NZ (click on Help at the top), but the first 
thing you can do is open the Utilities folder 
on your Mac’s applications folder, and find 
Apple’s Disk Utility (that’s its icon, above). 
Launch it, select your Mac’s internal hard 
drive which is normally called ‘Mac HD’ 
(or choose any plugged in hard drive/flash 
drive/camera card etc) and run First Aid 
over it. (iDevices are another story!)

Mac help in the North 
Dave Boswell has been a reseller in 
Whangarei for 20 years and can assist. 
Contact MacNorth Computers 09 433 
9855, 027 490 2332, or email Dave 
Boswell.

Mac Help > Apple diagnostics, Consumer Guarantees Act, help, support

Papakura — Mac Interest Group meets 
every 1st, 3rd and 4th week of the month 
9.30 to Noon. An iPad Interest Group 
meets every 3rd Tuesday at 1pm
An “Introduction to iPad” course run on 
demand.

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://www.apple.com/support/
http://www.apple.com/nz/findouthow/mac/
http://www.apple.com/nz/findouthow/mac/
http://www.apple.com/nz/service/
http://www.consumeraffairs.govt.nz/for-consumers/law/consumer-guarantees-act
http://www.consumeraffairs.govt.nz/for-consumers/law/consumer-guarantees-act
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http://www.seniormac.org.nz
http://www.macsnrs.org.nz
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http://www.mac-nz.com/help_.html
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iDevice news

Logitech ad

iPhone X supply chain
A bump in iPhone X delivery 
estimates, now down to one to 
two weeks, fuelled speculation 
of weakened demand for 
Apple’s flagship handset, but 
noted KGI analyst Ming-Chi 
Kuo believes the change is due 
to better than expected supply 
chain enhancements and parts 
availability.

Thankful for iPhone X
Daniel Eran Dilger at Apple Insider 
writes that “throughout this 
miserable year we suffered a series 
of horrific tropical storms and 
deadly wildfires; a year of ugly, 
divisive politics, nonstop fake news 
and a new broader realisation that 
many of the people we formerly 
respected have actually led terrible 
abusive lives of harassment, assault 
and even predation of children. 
We can take some comfort in the 
fact that at least our technology 
improved dramatically.”

From Android to iOS
Chris Leckness is writing a series 
of articles about his transition 
from Android to iOS. “From 2012 

> X supply, X thanks, Android switch

More news is online at Mac NZ

mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
mailto:mac.nz%40me.com?subject=From%20MagBytes
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/11/25/iphone-x-supply-chain-improvements-not-weak-demand-to-thank-for-reduced-ship-times
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/11/25/iphone-x-supply-chain-improvements-not-weak-demand-to-thank-for-reduced-ship-times
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/11/24/editorial-thankful-for-iphone-x
http://appleinsider.com/articles/17/11/24/editorial-thankful-for-iphone-x
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/24/from-android-to-ios-introduction
https://www.appleworld.today/blog/2017/11/24/from-android-to-ios-introduction
http://www.logitech.com/en-nz/tablet-accessories?WT.ac=HP-footer-tablet-accessories
http://www.mac-nz.com
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iDevice news> Sonic, video editing, Soderberg film, X, Watch save

to now, I have been using 
Android exclusively. 
I moved through the 
Samsung Galaxy ranks 
from the Galaxy Nexus on 
Verizon to the Galaxy S6 
Edge on AT&T. I used the 
Nexbit Robin for a year 
before getting the Google 
Pixel XL. ...It should be 
interesting to see if the reasons I didn’t 
like the iPhone in the past are issues that 
won’t bother me this time around. The iOS 
home screen hasn’t changed much at all 
since then and this was one of my biggest 
complaints …”

Sonic the Hedgehog 2 for free
Sega has added another classic title 
to its Sega Forever free-to-play game 
collection, by making the iPhone and iPad 
port of ‘Sonic the Hedgehog 2’ available 
to download on iOS and tvOS, on the 25th 
anniversary of the original game’s release 
on the Genesis game console.
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 is free to download 
and play, supported by advertising, but an 
in-app purchase removes all ads.

Video editing apps for iPhone
The Mac Observer has found 5 video 
editing apps that will supercharge your 

videos, both for beginners and more 
advanced users.

Soderbergh Unsane on iPhone
Acclaimed director Steven Soderbergh’s 
next film, a thriller titled Unsane, will 
see a wide theatrical release next spring, 
despite the fact that it was filmed entirely 
on iPhone.
Unsane is currently scheduled to hit 
theatres on March 23, 2018, according to 
Deadline. Soderbergh (above left) will 
reportedly be self-distributing the film 
through his own company, Fingerprint 
Releasing, in collaboration with Bleecker 
Street. The film’s stars include Juno Temple 
(above right) and Claire Foy.

iPhone X tips and tricks
The Apple-centric sites have been busy! 
Here’s how to access and customise the 
Control Center on the iPhone X, how to 

More news is online at Mac NZ

master the iPhone X user 
interface and how to reset 
Face ID (and don’t worry, 
it’s not facelift surgery). 
Here’s a video of the 
fastest way to unlock your 
iPhone X with Face ID.
You can autofill passwords 
and credit card entry in 
Safari with Face ID on the 

iPhone X, to. The iPhone X can auto-fill 
crucial data in Safari, using Face ID to 
authenticate the user, and securely enter 
credit card information with Apple’s 
iCloud Keychain and Safari Autofill at the 
crux of the feature.

Apple Watch retakes the lead
Apple retook the lead in the wearable 
band market in quarter three of 2017, 
with shipments of 3.9 million, reports the 
Canalys research group. 
It posted its strongest quarter so far in 
2017, thanks to the release of the Apple 
Watch Series 3.

Call with Apple Watch saves 
After a nasty crash with a landing in a 
great white shark nursery area, a kite 
surfer used his Series 3 Apple Watch with 
LTE to summon rescuers and direct them 
to his location.
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apple&talk > I regret this will be the last MagBytes ...

It’s time for me to shut MagBytes down, 
to gain some time back in my life. I 
managed to build Mac NZ into a business 
for a while, leveraging my online presence 
(Apple news and tips, plus reviews) to help 
people with their Apple gear. Soon after I 
started Mac NZ I began creating MagBytes, 
this free-to-download and pass on PDF 
magazine combining the most relevant of 
the month’s news, tips and tricks. 
During this time I had some notable 
successes, but over the last few years, 
Apple related work dwindled and I ended 
up getting a part time job at a local 
museum (MOTAT) to help make ends meet. 
This has turned into a full time job, which 
I love. 
During this whole period, I maintained 
the contacts with Apple I’d carefully built 
up, and this led to two very notable and 
invigorating trips to San Francisco to 
witness WWDC. There were even a couple 
of TV news appearances (TV3 and Maori 
Television). 
But after the Herald let me go, things 
began to wane. A couple of years later, 
I started hearing of Apple reps coming 
to New Zealand to show new tech to 
journalists, excluding me. This helped 
make me less relevant – for example, even 
now, I have yet to lay eyes on an actual 
iPhone X, which is a real shame. I can’t talk 

authoritively about something I haven’t 
seen and can’t afford. 
As I write this, the Mac NZ site, 
over 10 years, has had over 180,000 
views. From Mac NZ I had dedicated 
followers, I had emails and tweets and 
comments saying thank you ... I clearly 
helped some people, and over the 
years I have certainly helped Apple’s 
cause in New Zealand. I have answered 
countless emails advising people on 
matters Apple, either buying advise of 
technical, all for free. I’m glad I did, as 
Apple has always been the best, most 
usable and most empowering of tech. Yet 
there was precious little real help out there 
for New Zealand Apple users. 
Of course, I still love the Apple products 
I have bought. Having to use a PC at my 
work has only very strongly underlined how 
good Apple’s products are by comparison. 
I will continue to write commentary and 
product reviews, but I will no longer post 
daily links. I will continue publishing the 
Futurology and Apocalypticon blogs on 
weekends as I enjoy this, and it helps me 
make sense of the world. And I’ll tweet any 
other posts I find that are really interesting 
(#macnzMark).
The time I will now save I aim to use to 
get fitter, work on CreativeTech books and 
to focus more on my job at the Auckland 

Museum of Transport and Technology. 
There I help to bring history to life for 
thousands of people. There I assist in 
showing what technology has offered, how 
it’s changed us – and where it might lead. 
No matter who makes it. More importantly, 
it’s work where I feel appreciated. And, I 
hate to say, for which I get paid. I thank 
you for the time we have spent together, 
and I am sorry if you feel I have let you 
down by discontinuing Five Tip Friday, daily 
Apple news and monthly MagBytes PDF 
newsletters, but haven’t we done well?
By the way, the sites I used most for this 
were the excellent daily US sites Apple 
Insider, Apple World Today and The Mac 
Observer. Nga mihi – Mark (and you can 
always email me for the long version!).

Mark webster, November 2017
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tips&tricks > Organise your life with Apple’s free Reminders app, and more

1/ Reminders on Macs, iPhones, and iPads help you remember 
anything — You can use your Apple devices to remember everything 
using apps and services already installed on your Mac and iDevices: 
the Calendar and Reminders apps, plus Siri. When you need to 
remember something, ask Siri (on your Mac, iPhone, or Apple Watch) 
to remind you of that thing at a specific time and date. The item is 
then recorded on the Inbox list in Reminders and you’ll be reminded 
(with an alert and sound) at the date & time.

2/ Location-based reminders — If Siri knows where you live, you can 
say “Hey Siri. Remind me to charge the eBike when I get home.” Then, 
when you arrive, you’ll get an alert on your phone or watch.
(Does Siri know where you live? Open the Settings app on your 
iPhone or iPad. Scroll down and tap Siri. Tap My Info and select your 
own contact card.)

3/ Enable apps at log-in on macOS High Sierra — If there are 
certain apps you’ll always use the moment you start up your Mac, 
set them up to automatically log-in via System Preferences in macOS 
High Sierra (and it’s the same for previous versions of macOS, for 
that matter). Go to Users, make sure your own user account is 
highlighted on the left, then click Login Items. Click the + and you 
can choose an app, file server or pretty much anything else that 
should open when you log into, or start up, your Mac. Once you’ve 
added something, use the checkboxes to opt to hide it, though it will 
still be running in the background, thus instantly available.

4/ Add other notes to the Notes app — You can take the notes that 
you’ve created in other apps, and import them into the Notes app 
in macOS Sierra. When you import notes, you can add them to your 
iCloud notes account or your On My Mac account. If you store them 
in iCloud, you can automatically see all of your notes on any device 

where you’re signed in with your Apple ID:
Open your Notes app. Choose to store your notes in iCloud or ‘On My 
Mac’. Click a folder in the account you want to use.
In the menu bar, click File > Import. Select the file or folder that you 
want to import. If the notes that you’re importing are organized 
in folders, click Options in the lower-left corner to keep them 
organised. Click Import. When you see a confirmation message, click 
Import again. After your notes import, you’ll see a new folder in the 
Notes app called Imported Notes. Then you can organise them into 
any Notes folder that you want.

5/ Remove a Time Machine backup disk — If you back your 
computer up to multiple drives using Time Machine, you may get 
a notification that tells you you haven’t been backed up in [insert 
scary amount of time here]. If you’ve configured more than one 
Time Machine disk, your Mac takes turns backing up to each of them 
when they’re plugged in or connected over your network; you get the 
warning when one of your disks hasn’t been used for a while even if 
the other backups are working fine.
The solution is to plug in the missing backup and let it run, but 
what if you no longer own the drive in question? To stop Time 
Machine from warning you about the lost backup drive, remove it 
from the preferences on your Mac: start by clicking Time Machine’s 
circle-clock icon in your menu bar and picking “Open Time Machine 
Preferences.”
If you don’t see the circle-clock near the top-right of your screen, you 
can instead use the Apple Menu to open System Preferences then 
click Time Machine. Whichever way you get there, though, the Time 
Machine preference pane has the option to remove a disk under the 
“Select Disk” button.
Within that section, you’ll find your list of backup disks at the top. 
Click the one you want to get rid of, and then choose Remove Disk.
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tips&tricks > iOS tips continued

1/ Use one-handed zoom in iOS 11’s Maps 
— We’ve long had the ability to double-tap 
on the Maps screen (and elsewhere around 
iOS) to zoom in. Each double tap brings 
you closer to the point on the map you’re 
focused on until you can zoom in no more.
You can also use pinch-to-zoom, but iOS 
11’s got a great new zooming feature for 
one-handed iPhone users; this lets you 
zoom in easily without juggling the device 
or endlessly double-tapping the screen. 
What you’ll do is double-tap but hold on 
the second tap, then when you drag that 
finger up and down on the screen, you 
zoom in and out. Drag up to get closer and 
down to pull farther out.
This works on any iDevice running iOS 
11, and it’s worth practising and getting 
used to, as it’s really useful, but, for big 
spenders, there’s a similar gesture …

2/ Use fast app switching on the iPhone 
X — The iPhone X doesn’t have a Home 
button, so there’s a new way to use fast 
app switching.  To see the App Switcher on 
the next gen iPhone, you swipe up from 
the bottom of its screen and pause while 
still touching the display. 
When the App Switcher appears, you can 
lift your finger. Now you can swipe right 
or left to switch back and forth between 
apps.

3/ Create an Ultra Low Power Mode on 
iPhone X — Now that there’s an iPhone 
with an OLED screen, battery juice can 
be saved by even using black wallpapers. 
But you can go further. Even though 

iOS already has a Low 
Power Mode, there are 
additional settings to 
tweak for create an 
Ultra Low Power Mode. 
Apple has provided a 
pure black wallpaper as a 

default: Settings>Wallpaper>Choose 
a New Wallpaper>Stills. Set it as the 
wallpaper for the home screen and 
lock screen (above). To go even further, 
turn on greyscale. Find this in Setti
ngs>General>Accessibility>Display 
Accommodations>Color Filters. Turn the 
switch on and select ‘Grayscale’ at the top.
While in Accessibility, scroll down until 
you see Accessibility Shortcut. Set the 
shortcut to ‘Smart Invert Colors’. You 
can turn it on and off by triple-clicking 
the home button but since the iPhone 
X doesn’t have a home button, you can 
assign it to the sleep/wake button.
Finally, turn on iOS’s built-in Low Power 
Mode. On the iPhone X, swipe down from 
the right ear at the top to find Control 
Center. Tap on the battery icon. No one 
has quantified exactly how much this will 

stretch out your battery life, but the next 
time you’re in a situation in which you 
need ultra low power mode, try this to 
extend your iPhone X’s life.

4/ Select and move several apps at 
once — Speaking of gestures, iOS 11 has a 
cool feature that lets you select and move 
multiple apps at the same time. It makes 
organizing your apps a little easier, which 
is great since that’s not available in iTunes 
12.7. However, I think this only works on 
iPhone 6s and later, since I can’t do it on 
my lowly old  iPhone 6. You can watch 
TMO’s video tip at this link to see how it 
works.

5/ Share Apple Watch Activity progress 
with friends & family — Launch the 
Activity iPhone app, then tap the Sharing 
tab in the lower right. After then hitting 
Get Started you’ll see a plus symbol in the 
upper-right, used to add contacts.
The app will then prompt you to type in a 
person’s contact information, and/or pick 
from a list of suggested people. You can 
share with as many individuals as you like, 
but there is a catch: everyone has to have 
an Apple Watch, since the Activity app 
is built around it anyway. People on the 
opposite end will receive an invite, which 
they can accept through the Sharing tab.
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tips&tricks > iOS tips continued, and macOS views, Safari tracking & URLs

Returning there, you’ll now see daily 
summaries for each person including 
their Move, Exercise, and Stand rings, as 
well as Move progress broken out into 
percentages and calories. Select the 
“Name” button in the upper-left and you 
can sort by different break-out data.
Similar information is available on your 
Watch. From the watchOS 4 Activity app, 
swipe left to get to the Sharing screen, 
then tap on any person’s name. Initially 
you’ll just see their Activity rings, but 
using the digital crown you can scroll 
down to see more. You’ll note that 
when scrolling down to the bottom of a 
summary or the Sharing screen, there’s a 
shortcut to send an iMessage.
By default, your Watch will automatically 
notify you whenever someone finishes a 
workout, wins an achievement, or closes 
all three rings. These notifications include 
an option to send a preset reply, whether 
for boasting or cheering someone on.
If this all gets bothersome, there are a 
few options. From any daily summary in 
the iPhone app, you can choose to mute 
notifications from that person, or remove 
them as a friend entirely. (Should you 
decide you need some privacy, there’s also 
a Hide My Activity option.)
Extra — Freeing up space. This tip is so 
long, I have just linked it.

1/ Use a keyboard shortcut for display 
mirroring in Mac OS High Sierra — 
Display mirroring is when your external 
monitor and laptop display show the 
same screen, instead of dividing the view 
between. The shortcut to the System 
Preferences > Displays > Arrangement > 
Mirror Displays command is Command-F1, 
which turns display mirroring on and off in 
macOS High Sierra.

2/ Use Night Shift in macOS High Sierra 
— macOS High Sierra has Night Shift, a 
feature as per iOS. It helps you reduce the 
amount of blue light you’re exposed to 
during the evening by shifting the display 
to a more yellow tone, which is supposed 
to assist you to sleep. The proliferation 
of electronics with screens, as well as 
energy-efficient lighting, is increasing our 

exposure to blue wavelengths, especially 
after sundown, and this may affect 
sleeping patterns.
Open the System Preferences app. Click 
Displays and select Night Shift.
You can turn Night Shift on or off. Set it to 
come on from sunset to sunrise or use the 
Customize options to implement it for the 
hours of your choosing.
You can also adjust the colour 
temperature via a slider (warmer settings 
may affect the appearance of some 
onscreen motion).

3/ Disable Split View in Mail — For those 
who use Mail in full-screen mode, you 
may have noticed that High Sierra now 
defaults to a split-screen view when you’re 
composing a message or when you’ve 
double-clicked on an email to open it 
in its own window. If you’re not a fan of 
this, it’s really easy to disable. Choose 
Preferences from the Mail menu at the top 
of your screen, then click on the General 
tab. ‘Prefer opening messages in split view 
when in full screen’ is the checked box, so 
uncheck that box. When you do so, Mail’s 
full-screen mode reverts to its previous 
behaviour.

4/ Block Cross-site tracking in Safari — 
Blocking websites from cross-site tracking 
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tips&tricks > macOS tips continued, and some nifty new iOS 11 features

means you won’t see ads for a product 
you just looked up when you are on, say, a 
news site. If you’re still seeing ads like that 
after upgrading to Apple’s new operating 
systems, see if preventing cross-site 
tracking is really enabled.
Launch Safari on your Mac
Go to Safari > Preferences from the menu 
bar Click the Privacy tab
Check ‘Prevent cross-site tracking’
(This is also where to  find the ‘Ask 
websites not to track me’ setting.)
You can do this on iOS, too. Prevent Cross-
Site Tracking in iOS 11 involves a trip to the 
Settings app, under Safari.

5/ Show full website addresses in Safari 
— Starting around OS X Yosemite, Apple 
has chosen to have Safari hide full website 
addresses by default. Instead, it only 
shows a basic name domain in the field at 
the top of browsers.
Go into Safari preferences by pressing 
Command + Comma, or from the Safari 
menu, choose Preferences. Click on the 
Advanced tab at the far right.
The first menu item you’ll see is the Smart 
Search Field. Check or uncheck the box to 
turn the feature on or off: checking the 
box will show the full URL.
This lets you quickly see which part of a 
website you’re in.

1/ Scan QR codes in iOS 11 — Apple has 
added QR support to iOS 11 so you can 
scan QR codes directly in the Camera app, 
without the need for a third-party app as 
previously:
Open the Camera app and make sure the 
rear facing camera is enabled.
Point the camera viewfinder at the QR 
code. Make sure 
the code is entirely 
visible in the view 
finder.
Hold the camera 
steady. The QR 
code will be 
scanned instantly 
and you’ll see a 
notification at the 
top of the iPhone or iPad screen describing 
what kind of QR code you’ve scanned 
(website QR Code, Calendar QR code, etc).|
You’ll see what action the QR code can 
perform (add event to your calendar, open 
page in Safari). You don’t have to press the 
capture or shutter button. Just pointing 
the camera and holding it steady at the QR 
code is all you need to do.

2/ Stop apps from asking for reviews in 
iOS 11 — If you dislike the pop-up windows 
from apps constantly asking you to leave a 
review in iOS 11, you put an end to it.

Go to the Settings app.
Tap on iTunes, then App Store.
Turn the In-App Ratings & Review option 
off. Phew!

3/ Add the Magnifier to Control Center 
— The iOS Magnifier feature is a way to 
use your device as kind of a low-powered 

set of binoculars 
or a magnifying 
glass. It has been 
around since iOS 10 
– a triple-click of the 
Home button boots 
it up if you have 
turned the feature on 
in Settings. In  iOS 11, 
tough, you can now 

add an icon for it into Control Center.
First, visit the Settings app and look for 
the Control Center section.
Tap that, then Customize Controls. Scroll 
down and touch the plus button next to 
Magnifier and it’ll appear at the top of 
your list under the Include section.
You can also drag any of the three-lined 
icons shown to the right of the tools above 
to set the order in which you want them 
to appear in Control Center. The next time 
you bring up Control Center by swiping up 
from the bottom of your Home Screen, 
you’ll see your new addition.
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tips&tricks
4/ Change Key Frames in Live Photos — 
One of the newest features in iOS 11 is the 
ability to change the key frames in Live 
Photos [a gimmick I’ve never warmed to, 
but if you use it …]. 
The key frame is what appears in Photos 
to show what the sequence is, and it’s 
typically chosen automatically when you 
snap the picture.
Tap on the Live Photo you want to change, 
then, tap Edit in the top right corner. You’ll 
see a slider at the bottom of the photo 
with all of the frames available within the 
Live Photo. To change the key frames in 
Live Photos, you move the selector of that 
slider back and forth until you find the 
frame you like.
Once you’ve found the frame you prefer, 
tap on Make Key Photo to set the key 
frame of the Live Photo to the frame you 
like best.

5/ Teach Siri to correctly pronounce 
names on your iPhone — Asking Siri to 
text or call contacts is one of the virtual 
assistant’s basic functions, but some 
names can be hard for the system to 
understand and pronounce. AppleInsider 
shows you how to ensure correct 
pronunciation, and contact retrieval, in 
this video. 
[This also works in iOS 10.]

1/ Work on files together in macOS High 
Sierra — It’s easy to work on files together 
in macOS High Sierra. When you share a 
file in iCloud Drive, you and your team can 
all work in the same document – and never 
wonder who has the latest version.
Open the Finder, then choose iCloud Drive 
or a folder you’re syncing to iCloud (such 
as Desktop or Documents). Select a file 
(sorry, you can’t share a folder) and click 
the share button atop the window. Or just 
right-click a file and then click Share. You’ll 
see an Add People option in the share 
menu.
You can use Mail, Messages, Twitter, 
Facebook, AirDrop. When you select one 
of these options, a link to your file will be 
sent instead of an attachment.
There’s also a Copy Link button on the Add 
People menu. It lets you copy the link to 
a file to your clipboard to paste when you 
wish.

2/ Share notes form iBooks and macOS 
High Sierra — iBooks started in iOS, and 
the ability to share or export notes is a 
little better on iOS than it is in macOS 
High Sierra. Still, it’s not as intuitive or 
obvious as it should be.
Start with a note. To view all notes you 
have added to the book (ie an iBook in 
the iBooks app), tap the table of contents 

icon, then the Notes tab at the top. But 
you have to Tap Edit Notes > Select All. 
The notes get a check mark from being 
selected, and the Share button lights up. 
When you tap Share, you get a new menu 
with one option by default: Mail. Tap the 
Mail icon, and an email sheet will open 
where you can decide where to send it.
You can share notes from iBooks in macOS 
High Sierra, too, but it’s even less obvious. 
First, get to your notes by tapping the 
Notes icon. Click on a note to select it. If 
you then right click on the note (you can 
also just right-click to select in the first 
place), you get the option to Copy, or to 
share via Mail, Messages, Notes, Twitter, 
or Facebook, as shown below.
Here’s the bad news: you can only export/
share one note at a time. While you 
can shift-click or option-slick to select 
multiple notes at one time, rick clicking 
on any of them deselects all but the one 
you’re right-clicking on. You’d have to 
share one note at a time and then copy-
paste each of them into an email or other 
app to share them all at once.

3/ Pin a note to the top of your list in 
macOS High Sierra — Remember that 
Notes syncs across devices and Macs 
signed into the same iCloud account 
already, so it’s already ‘collaborative’. If 

> Live photos and sharing between your devices
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tips&tricks > More shortcuts, tips and even an audio trick

you have a note that you update often, like 
a to-do list or shared brainstorm? You can 
pin it to the top of a list in macOS High 
Sierra.
Launch the Notes app and choose a note.
Click on File in the App menu at the upper 
left of the screen, then choose Pin Note.
The note is always easy to find. It will 
remain at the top of your list under a 
section called Pinned Notes, no matter 
what changes you make to the rest of your 
notes, or on which device. Pinned notes 
sync across all of your 
devices connected with 
the same iCloud account.
To unpin a note, launch 
the Notes app and choose 
a pinned note. Click on 
File in the App menu, and 
select Unpin Note.

4/ Use Keyboard 
Shortcuts in Apple 
Notes — You can use 
keyboard shortcuts in 
Apple Notes. It’s really 
fast to navigate and 
perform tasks on your 
Mac with keys, so try to 
do this whenever you can, 
at least when doing tasks 
in an app. 

Here’s a list of the commands.

5/ Use your iPhone or iPad as an Audio 
Input on your Mac — Your iPhone is a 
powerful communication device, so what 
if you want to play or record some of 
the audio from it through your Mac—like 
maybe for a podcast you’re recording. 
Turns out it’s easy and your Mac can even 
see your iPhone as just another audio 
input source. Read on to learn how to set 
it up.

To play audio from your iPhone or iPad 
you’ll need to a Lightning to USB cable, 
like the one that came with your device 
for charging and syncing. Connect your 
iPhone or iPad to your Mac with the cable, 
and then launch Audio Midi Setup on your 
computer. It’s in Applications/Utilities.
Use Audio Midi Setup to turn your iPhone 
into a new input source on your Mac
Now select your iPhone or iPad from the 
device list on the left and click Enable. 
Your iPhone or iPad will show up as a 

new input source in 
Sound Preferences 
so any audio playing 
on the device 
will play through 
your speakers, 
headphones, or other 
selected audio out 
device on your Mac.
This is a cool and 
easy way to use the 
audio on your iPhone 
in a podcast without 
having to find a way to 
first export it. 
The only limitation is 
that phone calls won’t 
play out – so you can’t 
use this as a way to 
record conversations.
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shiny&new

Express Dock HD 3.1
Belkin has just launched another USB-C 
Express Dock HD, version 3.1, which also 
supports 4K display and connects up to 8 
devices for USB-C laptop owners. It’s built 
to ease the transition to USB-C for faster 
speeds, more power and better quality 
no matter what the device. This is a more 
affordable version of the Thunderbolt 
USB-C 3 Express Dock that aims to deliver 
more consistent results. 
Au$369.95, NZ$TBA

USB-C 
45W Home 
Charger
At 45W, this fast-
charges USB-C 
smartphones, 
tablets and 
laptops and comes 
with a 2-metre 
USB-C-C cable with 

reversible connector. 
Au$89.95, NZ$TBA

> Belkin has been adding to its range of  USB-C devices

>
>

USB-C to HDMI Adapter
This compact adapter allows sharing media 
from USB-C enabled laptops on HDTV, 4K 
monitors, or other HDMI-enabled displays. 
Au$69.95, 
NZ$TBA

USB-C 
to USB-A 
Adapter
The Belkin USB-A 
to USB-C Charge 
Cable lets you charge your USB-C device as 

well as sync 
your photos, 
music and 
data to your 
existing 
laptop at 
transfer 
speeds of 
480 Mbps. 

The cable also supports up to 3 Amps of 
power output for charging USB-C devices.
Au$29.95, NZ$TBA

USB-C to Micro 
USB Adapter
Small, portable 
adapter converts 
your Micro-USB 
cables to USB-C. 

Charging up to 12W and capable of data 
transfers at up to USB 2.0 it’s perfect for 
charging and syncing. Au$14.95, NZ$TBA

15W USB-C Car Charger + 
USB-A Port Hard Wired
Charge USB-C enabled devices (and 
compatible USB-A devices) while in your 

car with this car 
charger. The 15W 
USB-C connector 
allows for 50% 
faster charging 
compared to 5W. 
A small light lets 
you know your 

device is charging. Au$49.95, NZ$TBA

USB-C 4-Port Mini Hub
Connect your new USB-C laptop, to 
multiple USB devices with 
this port expansion hub. 
It has two USB-C ports 
for new devices, and two 
USB-A ports for easy 
connection to existing 
devices. Small and 
compact, with a tethered 
USB-C cable, the hub is 
very portable.
Au$79.95, NZ$TBA
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